DUNBARTON TOWN FOREST REPORT – 2004

The Town Forest Committee has had a selective timber cut performed on the town forest at Stark Lane.  This lot was reviewed by  a professional forester who made a report to the committee.  The report was reviewed and a decision was rendered to have this lot marked as a demonstration.  This was accomplished and a timber harvest was done.  The main objective was to thin the trees to allow the more valuable younger trees their opportunity for sunlight and better growth.  The results of this will be very evident within three or four years.

The committee has also requested the forester to check some of our other lots.  The lot in the Kimball Pond area had some Forestry Improvement Practices (FIP) performed several years ago.  These should be showing the benefits of that.

The benefits of having a selective cut every ten years or so are very numerous.  The deer and moose love the young sprouts from the stumps, the small animals enjoy hiding in the brush, the heavier growth from the upper story creates shade in the hot summer and shelter in the winter, and the open areas made a nice fly way for the birds.  The brush that is left deteriorates to make more food for the trees and also restricts the water run off from heavy rains giving the trees their much needed drink.

We invite everyone to review what the committee has done on the Stark Lane lot and watch it grow.  Everyone is invited to walk through the Town Forests and enjoy the tranquility.  Please do not litter or build any fires.  If some slob was there before you , please pick up his trash, we don’t need it.
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