SELECTEMEN’ MESSAGE

2004

It’s hard to believe that another year has passed and the 2005 Town Meeting is upon us.   Time flies when you’re having fun!

Over the past year, residents have come to the various boards to ask for help regarding zoning, planning, building, recreation, and various other issues.   As the select board and other boards work through these problem, we often hear that people believe the Selectmen have the final say and can change the rules to solve the problem.   Town Selectmen, Boards and Commissions are limited to what they can do.   The following paragraph was re-printed from a New Hampshire Municipal Association publication that spells out who really has the authority to make and change rules that govern our town.

“New Hampshire is not a ‘home rule’ state.  Cities and Towns in New Hampshire are political subdivisions of the State and as such, they only have the powers granted to them by the legislature.  State law necessarily authorizes municipalities to exercise a broad range of powers, such as raising funds through taxation or borrowing, enacting ordinances to regulate specific matters, purchasing and selling property, hiring employees, entering into contracts and regulating land use through planning and zoning regulations.  All of these powers may be exercised only within the limits authorized by State law.  Similarly, municipal authority over police and fire departments, roads, solid waste disposal, water and sewer facilities and many other areas is governed by state laws, and thus is ultimately controlled by the legislature.”

In 2004 the boards and department heads have continued working hard to make Dunbarton a nice place to live.  We urge you to look through and read all the department’s messages to get a full scope of what they have been doing for you in the past year.  The following is a brief overview of some items completed or in progress for 2005.

The Police Department has been busy training new part-time officers and keeping our streets as safe as possible.  Time was spent on several time consuming cases most of which have been solved and are working their way through the judicial system.

The Highway Department rebuilt Gorham Pond Road from Route 13 to a point just beyond Gorham Pond.  Work was started on the yard at the Highway shed to make room for the new salt shed.  This year Gorham Pond Road is to be top coated along with the yard at the Transfer Station.  Several large culverts will be replaced and a section of Twist Hill  Road is on the schedule to be rebuilt.  As with most plans, this all hinges on the weather and what type of damage arises from the winter frost.

The Fire Department got word that they will be receiving another Federal Grant to finish out the replacement of the breathing apparatus and add a set of extrication tools.  The new pumper was ordered and is in the process of being built with delivery expected this spring.  The department has also received several other Homeland Security Grants, one of which included new radios for every truck.

The Planning Board and the Master Plan Committee have been holding meetings all year on the new Master Plan.  Work will continue on several other stages of this Plan, providing monies are approved at Town Meeting, which include a Capital Improvement Plan, a Building Out Study and Housing Inventory and updates to the Subdivision Regulations and the Zoning Ordinances.

The Transfer Station has been very busy with marketing the recyclables which has increased tremendously over the years.  With all the new houses built in recent years the tonnage has only increased slightly.  This is due to the fact that a lot of residents recycle all that they can.  Throughout the year, we have heard a lot of good comments about the Transfer Station, how clean it is and how helpful the employees are.  These positive comments are nice to hear.

The Building Department has come forward and taken on some new responsibilities with Ken Swayze working closely with the Planning and Zoning departments.  Ken has added to his duties the collection of monies from developers in the subdivision process, making sure that the Town has no cost incurred for these projects.  

Harvey Provencher, our long time assistant building inspector, will be stepping down effective March 8, 2005.  Harvey has always been an asset to the Building Department and it has been a pleasure having his cheerful face around the office. We  appreciate all that he has done for the town and wish him well in his future plans.

We would also like to express our deepest gratitude to Irene Thalheimer for her devoted and dedicated services as Deputy Tax Collector.  Irene has stepped down this year as Deputy Tax Collector and last year as Deputy Town Clerk, however,  she still assists the office with special projects that involve her expertise.  We welcome her help as she is a wonderful source of information.

We would like to thank all the town employees and volunteers who make this Town what it is -  “A great place to live!”
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