DUNBARTON PUBLIC LIBRARY - 2004

During the past year the library staff and trustees have continued their efforts to provide quality library service and prepare for the future. During 2004, the director designed, distributed and analyzed a town-wide library survey.  A young adult survey was also distributed.

  In the fall, the library trustees contracted with Ms. Katie McDonough, a professional library consultant, to assist in the creation of a Long Range Plan and updated Mission Statement.  In these planning sessions, McDonough and the director reviewed the components of the library statistics, surveys and reports which the director created and assembled during the last four years.  The Mission Statement was analyzed, and goals and objectives were formulated.  The Long Range Plan is available to the public.

The director and trustees participated in the Master Plan Committee and Building Committee efforts. During the summer the staff, trustees and volunteers visited Nottingham and Pembroke libraries to view recent library additions.  Most recently, in December, Mr. Chip Hagy of Tucker Library Interiors, came to analyze our present space and advised the staff how to use current space to its best advantage.

During the past year,   many exciting changes have been made to the library. We have extended our Tuesday and Thursday hours to better accommodate our more than 750 patrons.  Three large bookcases have been constructed to expand juvenile and adult shelf space.  Special thanks are extended to Stevyn Dodd, David Wood, Jason Davies and  friend, Bruce, for assembling the furniture during their busy schedules. Our audiobook collection has expanded and now includes books on CD and tape.  Our DVD collection is also growing.  As we continue to update our entire collection, special attention has been given to juvenile biographies, young adult nonfiction and early reader chapter books.

The library continued to offer many educational and entertaining programs during 2004.  The library sponsored 47 individual programs, in addition to the summer reading sessions.  Over 1,600 children, young adults and adults attended events such as a new teen summer program, book discussions for ages 5 to adult, science and international fairs, concerts, three author visits, a magic show and an herbal workshop.  We extend special thanks to our Dunbarton contributors!  Andy Stangel presented a fascinating DaVinci Code lecture, Gerry Williams shared his inspirational pottery, Lisa Poirier taught young people some fun scrapbooking skills and Ann Dulude led a very enthusiastic group of teens in the art of soap-making. Thanks, also, to our fifth graders who designed our new bookmarks with the assistance of art teacher Sheila Psaledas. The library would also like to celebrate our talented young readers and illustrators who were recognized last summer in the National Reading Rainbow contest.  Congratulations to Morgan Soucy, Olivia Dodd, Tim Andrews and Eden McInturff!

Library staff and trustees would like to thank all our supporters as we head into another fruitful and busy year!

Respectfully Submitted,               Andrea Douglas

