HISTORICAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE

2004

Most of this past year was spent in the preparation of our new historical book “Where Settlers’ Feet Have Trod”.  After the March 2003 town meeting where the townspeople graciously voted to fund most of the cost of publication and also offered this committee many photos of historical significance that could be included, the committee gathered very frequently during the following 12-15 months to achieve a print/ready copy.  This truly was quite a learning experience for all of us.

The book itself was researched by the author, Harlan A. Noyes; photographs were obtained from townspeople and the Tucker-Hadley Collection and were scanned, made print ready for publication by Tom Hathcoat and Bruce Holloway offered his assistance.  The entire book was designed and edited by William and Rebecca Rolke, both of whom invested long and untold hours on this project.  Deborah Jore proof-read the entire text; Ken Swayze arranged the many necessary meetings with the staff of R. C. Brayshaw and Company of Warner, New Hampshire, our printer.  We all are greatly pleased with the fine product they ultimately produced for us.

Distribution began in July of 2004 and we received a lovely write-up in the Bow Times and appropriate photos of the occasion which took place at the Town Office Building.  Over these past 6-7 months we have been appreciative of the public’s acceptance of our book and the many orders that have been received as well as the consistently positive comments from those who have purchased it.  The Committee also received a request from a group of local townspeople who home school their children, asking to take those youngsters on an Historical Tour to visit some of the properties specifically covered in this book.

Towards the closing of the year committee members assembled historical material for a Master Plan subcommittee that will, hopefully, become a part of Dunbarton’s Master Plan.  Minutes of our monthly meetings are recorded by the chair, Betty Ann Noyes and are on file at the Town Office.  The Committee has taken a break these past few months but out next meeting is scheduled for February 28, 2005 at 8:00 P.M. in the Town Office Building.  We hope next to work on a very important project, the mapping the town’s old cellar sites and developing each site’s history.  This project is believed to be of the utmost importance when one considers the continued development of our town’s open land.  We cordially invite all interested persons to participate with us in this very important undertaking.
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