


Dunbarton as we know it today was first granted by the General Court of Massachusettts in 1733, as Narragansett No. 6.  It was re-granted in 1735 to soldiers who fought in the French and Indian War under Capt. John Gorham (not Samuel Gorham of Plymouth, England) but that grant was relinquished.  In 1748 a group headed by Archibald Stark petitioned the Masonian Proprietors in Portsmouth for a grant of land and received permission to have this territory surveyed and laid out into lots and ranges; it was called Starkstown.  Permanent settlement did not commence until 1752.  This Township was incorporated on August 10, 1765 by then Governor Benning Wentworth and named Dunbarton after Dumbarton Scotland where many of the original settlers originated.





Dunbarton is located in Merrimack County, bounded by Goffstown to the south, Weare to the west, Hopkinton to the north, Bow and Hooksett to the east.





From 1765 until 1822 when the town of Hooksett was incorporated, the bounds of Dunbarton went to the Merrimack River.





Dunbarton has:	Five ponds, all with public access:


					Gorham Pond,  102.6 acres


					Kimball Pond,  37.2 acres


					Long Pond,  32.1 acres


					Purgatory Pond,  18.6 acres


					Stark Pond,  10.8 acres





		Three town cemeteries (Center, pages Corner and East) and one private 


		cemetery (Stark).





		73 Miles of road





		19,560 acres, 31.4 square miles which include:


					1110 acres of conservation property


					278.2 acres of conservation easement


					925 acres of Kuncanowet Town Forest property


					482 (approximate) acres of Town Forest


						and 1187+ acres of federal land.





		Population of approximately 2650





The elevation above sea level for the Town Hall is 830’, the top of Mills Hill (the highest point) 925’, the Bow-Dunbarton line on Route #13 (the lowest point) 350’.





Hours of Town Office are:


	Selectmen  Meeting		Thursday  7:00  pm		774-3541


Daytime Office Hrs.	Monday thru Friday  8:00 am to 3:30 pm


	Tax Collector			Tuesday  3 pm to 5 pm


					Thursday  6:00 pm to 9:00 pm	774-3547


	Town Clerk			Tuesday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm


Wednesday  9:00 am to 12 noon	


					Thursday  5:30 pm to 9:00 pm	774-3547


	Building Inspector		Mon-Fri. 1pm to 4pm 		774-3547


						(Inspections: by appointment)


	Transfer Station **		Tuesday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm


Wednesday  4:00 pm to 8:00 pm


					Saturday  8:00 am to 4:00 pm	774-7090


	


		**A permit is required, available from the Town Clerk’s and Selectmen’s Office.











The Planning Board meets the third Wednesday of the month.  The Zoning Board meets the second Monday of the month, as required.  Call the Selectmen for further information.





The School Board meets the first Wednesday of the month at the school.





	Library Hours:		Tuesday	1:00 pm to 8:00 pm


				Wednesday	l0:00 am to 4:00 pm


				Thursday	1:00 pm to 8:00 pm


				Friday		10:00 am to  4:00 pm 


				Saturday	10:00 am to  2:00 pm      		774-3546


	


	Web Page:  http://www.dunbartonnh.org





	Volunteer Fire Department	225-3355	|


							|	EMERGENCY  911


	Police Department		224-1232	|





Brush burning permits are required unless there is complete snow cover.  They may be obtained from Jon Wiggin, J. R. Swindlehurst, Bud Marcou, or Fred Mullen (subject to change please call town office).





The annual town election and town meeting is the second Tuesday in March.





Voter registration qualifications:  18 years of age, citizen and resident of Dunbarton.  Register with Supervisors of the Checklist or Town Clerk.   Absentee ballots are available to qualified voters for town and state primary and general elections.    Contact Town Clerk for details.





---------------------------------   


TEN-YEAR TAX RATE COMPARISON





Year			School			Municipal		County			Total





1999		State	  6.15


		Local	  7.57			     2.81			   1.91			18.44


2000		State	  5.97


		Local	  9.99			     2.81			   2.09			20.76	


2001                     State        6.26


		Local	  9.46			     2.81	               	   2.34			20.87	


2002                     State        5.78


		Local	 12.28			     4.11	               	   2.61			24.78	


2003		State	   5.72


		Local	   8.90			     4.35			   2.72			21.69


2004		State	   4.50


		Local	14.68			     4.14			   3.21			26.53





Revaluation years were 1990 and 1997.	(Due for complete revaluation in the year 2005)





Equalization Ratio = 54.2% for 2004.		





GENERAL INFORMATION











