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Kimball Pond

In May the Conservation Commission held a cleanup day at the Kimball Pond Conservation Area.  Trash was picked up along Rangeway Road (formerly Legache Hill Road), Kimball Pond Road, and at the boat launch.  The dam was inspected and debris removed in preparation for state inspection.

The Conservation Commission has completed the work necessary to dissolve the NJ Nassikas Corporation, which the Town purchased in order to add 699 acres to the Kimball Pond Conservation Area. This took two-and-a-half years.

The tenant in the house acquired as part of the Nassikas land purchase has been keeping the property insured and in good repair, and he reports regularly to the Conservation Commission.

Milfoil Control

At the request of the Board of Selectmen, the Conservation Commission drafted a milfoil control policy for Dunbarton. Milfoil is an invasive water weed that is badly affecting lakes and ponds throughout the state.  Gorham Pond has a severe milfoil problem and was chemically treated by the State of NH three years ago.

At the request of residents of the Gorham Pond Area and the Board of Selectmen the Conservation Commission bid out treatment for milfoil control for Gorham Pond and competitively applied for a 35% matching grant from the NH Dept. of Environmental Services to cover part of the cost of treatment for 55 acres at the pond. This grant was approved, and we are getting $4,068.75 from the State. Total cost for treatment by Aquatic Control Technology for 55 acres at Gorham Pond is $11,625. At town meeting the town will be asked to raise and appropriate $7,556.25 to cover our share of the treatment cost.

Kimball Pond, Long Pond and Purgatory Pond were inspected for milfoil by the NH Dept. of Environmental Services this summer and there is none there yet. The Conservation Commission has recruited "weed watchers" for these ponds in hopes of spotting any milfoil and removing it before it gets established. Town residents are asked to please inspect their boats and trailers for milfoil, and to help keep it out of our other ponds by asking any out-of-town visitors you see to do the same.

Scenic Roads

In the 1970s, by a vote at Town Meeting, eight roads in Dunbarton were designated as Scenic Roads.  These roads are Black Brook Road, County Road, Gile Hill Road, Guinea Road, Rangeway Road (formerly Legache Hill Road), Line Hill Road, Stone Road, and Tenney Hill Road.

The Conservation Commission held a Scenic Road Public Hearing regarding PSNH tree cutting on scenic roads.  After listening to public comments, permission was granted to remove the identified trees.

The Conservation Commission attended a Planning Board site walk of Gile Hill Road to discuss upgrade requirements as it relates to a subdivision application and the Scenic Road designation.  The Conservation Commission scheduled a Scenic Road Public Hearing for January 2005.

The Conservation Commission purchased and installed signage for our Scenic Roads in order to increase public awareness of which roads are designated as Scenic Roads.

Master Plan

The Conservation Commission helped develop ideas for and write the Natural Features chapter of the Master Plan.  A member of the Conservation Commission served on the Master Plan Steering Committee. 

Other Business

Conservation Commission members conducted the annual monitoring of conservation easements for which the Town serves as grantee.  This year a new conservation easement was received as part of the North Woods Road subdivision.  It is 3.2 acres adjacent to the “Ray Road” lot.  A gate has been installed at the Kuncanowet Natural Area.  Members reviewed five wetlands applications, three for driveway crossings and two for ponds.  Nine notifications were received from NH Department of Environmental Services: eight for forestry and one for road maintenance.

All residents are reminded that any activity involving wetlands, including stream crossings, requires a permit from the NH Wetlands Bureau in the Department of Environmental Services. Please contact a Conservation Commission member, or attend our monthly meeting, if you have any questions about wetlands laws or have a project that might affect wetlands.  One resident did just that, and after having a soil scientist come out to identify the edge of the wetlands, he was able to adjust his plans to avoid the wetlands.

The Conservation Commission meets the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Town Offices.  The public is welcome to attend.  The minutes of the Conservation Commission meetings are available on the Town website.
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