REPORT OF THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT – 2004
The year 2004 saw the issuance of one-hundred-thirty-seven (137) permits for all forms of construction projects.

Of this total, twenty-eight (28) were for new single-family homes.  This conforms to the average count and trend for new homes in Dunbarton over the last decade. (In 1997 we saw a peak of 37 new home permits, and in 2001 we saw a ten-year low of 18 permits.) The housing stock in Dunbarton is approximately 1,000 dwelling units.

Permits for all “other” construction, such as garages, decks, additions and the like, continue a current 4-year trend of over 100 such permits a year.  The bulk of the Department’s time is spent in the administration of these smaller-scope projects, which constitute 80% of the overall permits issued. We also review all proposed septic plans prior to being forwarded to NHDES.
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TOTAL PERMITS:                       137

 At a total of 137 base permits, plus other associated permit and plan review, the year 2004 saw an overall record number of permits administered by the Department. This resulted in the plan review and inspection of approximately $8 million in new construction for the Town of Dunbarton.

At the direction of the Selectmen, the Building Department continues to interface with other key departments on a regular basis, particularly the Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Adjustment. In 2004 we attended over 100 evening Board sessions and various meetings.

2004 also saw a continued increase in regulatory and enforcement action. We are appreciative of the vast majority of citizens who abide by the rules and regulations of our community.

Over the past year, the day-to-day operations of the Department have been performed by several very capable co-workers. Line Comeau is our new Administrative Assistant having been with us since the fall of 2004, following in the footsteps of Barbara McCann, who left to further her career in the legal profession. Line comes to us with ready Town experience, as she currently works a split schedule as an Assistant to the Town Administrator and dedicates some additional time to the Tax Assessing Department. Gerry Gerdes is another new face in the Department, also having started in the fall of 2004. He presently serves as an Assistant Building Inspector performing permit writing, plan review, code compliance, and field inspections. He comes to us with a degree in engineering and a background in environmental science. Our other Assistant Building Inspector, Harvey Provencher, has recently tendered his resignation and retirement after many, many years with the Department. Harvey’s presence and technical experience as a Building Inspector will be missed.

We wish to thank the Fire Department, the Police Department, and the Road Department for their co-inspections and assistance over the past years.

Thanks go to the Town Hall staff that assists when we need help, answering people’s questions when we’re not available, and know where to find us when we need to get on task.

Thanks also to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment, and Conservation Commission for coordinating approvals, sending along information, and assisting with compliance and enforcement requests.

Building permits are required for the following: residential single and multi-family homes; garage; shed; porch; deck; remodeling and major renovations; fireplace and chimneys; major electrical and service entrance; major plumbing; mechanical, and oil/gas burner; driveway paving; temporary trailer or building; commercial, industrial, and institutional uses; agricultural: greenhouse, stable, barn; home occupation business; demolition and removal.

Building permits are not generally required for construction that replaces or maintains existing materials and work, with that which is functionally equivalent and of comparable value, and is in the same position and location of the work to be replaced or maintained. Typically, this applies to such work as house painting, re-siding and re-roofing, and other ordinary repair, replacement, or maintenance functions. It does not apply to major structural renovations, or trade work otherwise requiring a permit. If in doubt, please call.

 Office hours of the Dunbarton Building Department are: Monday thru Friday from 1 pm. to 4 pm.; other office hours by appointment; all inspections are scheduled by appointment (24 hour notice). The Building Department telephone number is 774-3547.

Please stop by or call if you have any problems or concerns. We are always happy to answer your technical questions.
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