BOARD OF ASSESSORS – 2004

The Board of Assessors meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Dunbarton Town Office Building.  All meetings are open to the public, however, it is recommended that appointments be made in advance.  Anyone wishing to meeting with the Board by appointment should call the Dunbarton Town Office during normal working hours.

Throughout the year, the Board met with a number of property owners to review property assessments as well as timber tax, current use and gravel tax issues.  There were very few appeals received this year and most were resolved within the office.  There was one case heard before the NH Board of Tax and Land Appeals (BTLA) in the year 2004.  Dunbarton’s net assessed valuation was $165,931,400 with the utilities accounting for $14,820,200 (an increase of $931,000 over 2003).

Anyone who might be eligible for a Veteran’s credit must file an application with the assessors.  A copy of a DD214 must accompany each application.  To be eligible, one must have served in a foreign war or conflict between the dates specified under RSA 72:28 and be a resident of Dunbarton for at least one year.  A $100.00 credit is applied to one’s tax bill annually if the application is accepted.  If a veteran is totally disabled, a $1,400.00 credit is available.

Anyone over the age of 65 may apply for an elderly exemption.  The guidelines for eligibility are as follows:

· Must be a resident of Dunbarton for at least 12 months

· Income, if single, $20,000, married $30,000 (includes Social Security Benefits)

· Assets not to exceed $45,000 (Does not include residence)

Exemptions are as follows: *

· 65-74 years of age $45,000

· 75-79 years of age $50,000

· 80 years or older $100,000

* Residential property assessment is reduced by this amount.

Applications are available at the Town Office.

Anyone wishing to appeal his or her property taxes must make application before March 1st following their final tax bill.  Hearings on all appeals received will take place before the Board of Assessors.  If the applicants are not completely satisfied at the hearing, they have the option to appeal to the BTLA no sooner than July 1st and no later than September 1st.

The Town has started its revaluation of all land and buildings.  It is to be completed by the end of 2005.  The Board of Assessors awarded the contract to Vision Appraisals.  We are looking forward to the completion of the process so that our property values properly reflect today’s prices.   Their data collectors and field supervisors are knowledgeable and hardworking.  In order for the Town to stay within its budget, we are asking all residents to assist them with this process.

As of 2004, our equalization ratio based on last year’s sales was 54.2%.  This is a drop from 60.6% in 2003.  This demonstrates that it is time for a town wide revaluation.  When the equalization ratio is low, the town’s revenues from the utilities and current use properties will also be low.  They are linked together – the utilities by contractual agreements and the current use properties by law.

The Board voted to accept the resignation of Compton French who had been working for the town for over twenty years and who worked on two Dunbarton revaluations.  It is with regret that the Board accepted his resignation and express their deepest appreciation for the many years of service he provided the Town of Dunbarton.  He will be sorely missed.

The Board would like to thank Bud Noyes for taking over Mr. French’s position as our town assessor.  Mr. Noyes has been a professional assessor for many years and has worked with many N. H. towns.

Also we wish to thank Janice VandeBogart, our recording secretary, who makes our jobs much easier and keeps us well organized.  Our appreciation also goes to Line Comeau for her help in coordinating with the Building Department.

Special thanks from the Chairman to the two other Board members, Bryan Clark and John Swindlehurst for their time and effort throughout the year.  Their efforts make the Board a well run and knowledgeable organization.







Respectfully submitted,







Timothy Terragni, Chairman
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