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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2012
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees and Town Officials:
Ted Vallieres, Town Hall and Theatre Restoration Committee, Single Stream Committee and Energy 
Committee

Linda Peters, Town Clerk

Members of the Public: 

Lou Deberio
Amy Smagula, DES Representative

Amendment to minutes of previous meeting of Thursday, February 9, 2012:
Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that Charles Graybill had brought to her attention, the fact that it was not the State as noted in the minutes of the previous meeting that was requiring a deposit for the milfoil application, but the contractor and advised her that the following motion should be made accordingly.  
Line Comeau made a motion to amend the minutes of the previous Board of Selectmen's meeting as follows:  

Regarding the milfoil grant; it should read that the contractor (Aquatic Control Tech) is requiring a 10% down payment of $1,500.00 upon signing the proposed agreement.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

7:00 p.m.  LOU DEBERIO AND AMY SMAGULA, DES REPRESENTATIVE FOR EXOTIC SPECIES PROGRAM: 


Both Lou Deberio and Amy Smagula appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the 
Warrant Article regarding funding of milfoil treatment at Gorham Pond.  


Amy Smagula, DES, presented a handout sheet with the following information regarding treatment 
of milfoil: 

1.  Background and General Information on Infestation


-
First infestation of variable milfoil document in Gorham Pond circa 2000

-
Two treatments performed in past



-
14 acres treated with Diquat in June 2002



-
55 acres treated with Diquat in June 2005


-
Diquat is not a systemic herbicide (does not translocate through plant to kill roots and 


shoots) so it only provided a short-term control, and no follow-up or integrated approaches 


at management were used in the past


- 
Several requests for control in recent years but no local funds and limited state matching 


funds


- 
Milfoil has continued to persist and expand, root drowns have matured and flowers have 


produced a rich seed bank in the lake substrate

II.
Proposal for 2012


-
A systemic herbicide is the only logical and reasonable approach at management at this 


point



-
Many other non-chemical means of control are available, but given the density and 



coverage of the variable milfoil, efforts to use anything other than an herbicide will 



be futile and more expensive and not provide any meaningful results.  


- 
Aquatic Control Technology, Inc. can perform a treatment of 55 acres of variable milfoil 


growth in Gorham Pond using 2,4-D, a systemic herbicide that has been proven to be quite 


effective in variable milfoil reduction and it is the product used most commonly on New 


Hampshire's variable milfoil infestations

III.
Realities and Looking Ahead


-
A treatment in 2012 is not going to end the problem, but coordinated management over 


time can reduce the density and distribution of the milfoil  to a point where it is not 



dominating the system


-
Rhizomes (roots), seeds and persistent growth expected due to duration of infestation


-
Likely 1-3 seasons of herbicide treatment will be needed



-
Note that acreage and cost should decline each year as infestation is reduced


-
Non chemical means of control with divers, diver-assisted suction harvesting and benthic 


barriers (among others) will need to be incorporated as time goes on and infestation gets to a 

more manageable level.  


-
Local volunteer monitoring through the DES Weed Watcher Program is encouraged to 


track and report regrowth regularly so that dive work can be coordinated as needed


-
DES can provide training and resources for the Weed Watcher Program at no cost


-
DES will prepare a long-term management plan for the waterbody that will provide a time 


frame and recommended strategies for control



-
This can in turn be used to predict costs for each year




* Herbicide costs range from $350-$550/acre (or more)




*Diver costs range from $50-$150-/hour




*Diver assisted suction harvesting costs vary widely but are roughly $1,500/day for 



   two divers, equipment and disposal services, and area they cover depend on 



   substrate, plant density and root crowns


- 
You will continue to be eligible for state grant funds when they are available to assist with 


cost of management


-
DES can provide information on how other towns/lake associations/interest groups help 


provide local match so that a sustainable program can be implemented.  There are many 


examples of local fund sources, including town warrant articles, conservation commission 


funds, lake association funds, and trust funds established for this cause

Comments from Selectmen re Milfoil: 
Charles Graybill noted that in the past when they treated only 14 acres is 2002, it was because of the Whitney property well situation.  

Selectmen noted that the treatment of 55 acres in 2005 was paid for by the Conservation Commission.  

Lou Deberio stated that with regard to the Association being able to pay towards the treatment, they are only involved in the two beaches and the park.  He noted the Association will be having their first meeting for the year this coming May and milfoil will be discussed but this is after Town Meeting.  
In the past, kids were pulling milfoil out and throwing it into the woods.  After a rain storm, the seeds go right back into the water and rebloom, etc.  

Selectmen noted in the past at Town Meeting, residents have stated that the beach is a private beach and only Association members, etc. can use it.  This is part of the reason the Warrant Articles have been turned down in the past.  In addition, it is felt that the residents of Gorham Pond should be doing something in the order of fund raising towards the cost of treating milfoil.  

Line Comeau told Lou Deberio that William Ingalls was interested in helping get the milfoil treatment funded.  

Amy Smagula noted there is a program whereby residents can monitor milfoil growth on a monthly basis.  

Ron Wanner asked what effect lowering the water level would have on milfoil.  

Amy Smagula stated that this has not been effective at Northwood Lake where the water is lowered each fall/winter.  The milfoil comes back. 

Charles Graybill asked if a spring treatment was better than a fall treatment. 
 Amy Smagula stated that if you treat in the fall, the plants are weakened in the first two week of September.  You need 24 - 36 hours contact without rain for the best treatment.  

Amy Smagula stated there is long-term funding available through grants from the State because they receive funding from the boat registration fees.    State can provide between 30-50% of the cost of treatment depending on how much money they have to divide up.    

Charles Graybill stated that prior to milfoil being discovered; Gorham Pond hosted a Bass Fishing Tournament with boaters from all over the country attending.  This could have been a possible way the pond became infected with milfoil, etc.  

OTHER DEPARTMENTS: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion/action: 

Shares:

For the record, she requested we be noticed the amount of the share value prior to deposit so that we could complete the fax transfer to Bank of America.  They have notified us the amount for the stock gift of 300 shares will be sold on February 14th, 2012 and deposited on February 17th in the amount of $14,785.26. 

Fire Extinguishers:

We had an inspection of our fire extinguishers; the report came back with nine fire extinguishers condemned.  Tri State is the company that has the bid for the state and provides a professional service to ensure our equipment works when we need it.  The location inspection is a $10.00 charge.  But the units themselves came to $921.50 for a total cost of $981.00.  Have spoken to John Wiggin; he mentioned the standards have changed since last year and that many of them don't meet the new standards.  (plastic handles) 

I have had the Fire Department and Highway Department review the list to determine if they need every one that is listed and will follow up with the TS and Town Hall and report back to the Board.  Jon did say he likes to keep the old ones for training.  

Library Road Race: 

Andrea Douglas stopped in today to see if we are still interested in planting an elm tree on the south side of the Common near the bandstand.  If so, the Library and Recreation Committee will be having a road race for all ages on earth day and would like to be a fund run to raise money to buy the tree.  

The Selectmen agreed they did not want another tree planted on the Town Common.  

MS-6 and Town Warrant: 
Presented the Selectmen with the MS-6 and Town Warrant to be signed prior to February 28, 2012.  

Selectmen took copies home to review prior to signing.  

Town Report: 
Presented a proof copy of the Town Report for the Selectmen's review.  Will be printing one hundred copies less than previously because there were more pages than the estimate.  

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 

Voting Booth: 

Reported last year there had been a issue with one of the curtains on the new voting booths.  She contacted the vendor and they were very gracious in providing a new curtain via UPS at no cost to the town.  They were excellent to deal with.  

Town Report Dedication to Linda Peters, Town Clerk:

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, the person the 2011 Town Report has been dedicated to, was recognized accordingly by the Selectmen.  Selectmen signed Linda's proof copy and congratulated her on having the Town Report dedicated to her.  Congratulations, Linda! 

Montgomery Memorabilia: 
Linda Peters reported that David Montgomery had notified her that they were cleaning out the attic of the Donald Montgomery house in the center of town.  He has brought over many boxes of papers from his grandfather.  Includes old tax books and other materials.  Will be going through these papers in the near future.  

Flags for Cemeteries: 
Ron Wanner mentioned that we are less than 90 days out from Memorial Day and putting out flags on Veteran's graves.  Would like to make sure we get the appropriate flags.  Mentioned that we should be 

considering purchasing Made in the USA instead of Oriental Traders, etc.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Ron Wanner mentioned that there had been an invoice in this week's accounts payable for the Transfer Station truck to be checked out for necessary repairs in order to be inspected in March/April.  The total cost of the anticipated expenses is $584.00 in addition to the $335 just spent, etc.  This is a 2000 truck with 116,000 miles.  We should make a decision as to whether we should continue to put money into it or get rid of it.  

It was noted that Patrick Bowne picks up the trash from the Town Offices, Library and the School once a week.  In addition, the truck is used for taking recyclables such as copper, metal, etc.  
Charles Graybill asked that Patrick Bowne prepare a list of what the truck is used for and the time he uses it.  Noted he was waiting for the list of the increases in disposal for electronics.  Have him put together a detail as to justification as to why he needs the truck. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 8:10 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
___________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

___________________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

___________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

