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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.
The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees/Town Employees: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Darlene Leone, Deputy Town Clerk


Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Committee/Energy Committee, Treasurer, Town Hall Theatre 


Restoration Committee


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors

Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee
Members of the Public: 

None
TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 


House Bills 1305 and HB 1393 relating to Utilities Taxation: 


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring their 
attention to proposed House Bills HB 1305 and HB 1393 which have been introduced into the 2012 
Legislature relating to property taxation for telecommunications poles and conduits.


He stated that this probably was the result of telephone companies lobbying their representatives to 
take away the telephone/conduits tax, etc.  


He stated the Town should make sure we call our representatives and tell them that the other utilities 
are being taxed, etc.   Skip has stated that if the bill were passed, it would not be retroactive.  In 
addition, he noted they are not being taxed on their switching and wires. 


Stated that Cordel Johnson, Municipal Legal Department, Local Government Center, would be a 
person we could contact for more information. 

Tim Terragni was advised by the Board of Selectmen to go ahead and contact the Local Government 
Center for information on these House Bills.  It was noted that the Town pays dues and these services 
are at no charge to the Town.  


A Public Hearing on HB 1305 is scheduled for Tuesday, January 31, 2012 at 10:15 am in the LOB, 
Room 304.
DRAFT WARRANT ARTICLES FOR 2012 TOWN MEETING: 

The Board of Selectmen reviewed the Draft Town Warrant for 2012 along with the proposed Warrant Articles as follows: 

1.  To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 
2.  Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the Dunbarton Planning Board for the Town of Dunbarton Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

(Proposed Zoning amendments)





(By Official Ballot)

3.  To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same in the amount as follows:


Executive




86,472


Elections, Registration & Vital Stats

60,256


Financial Administration 


78,959


Assessor




35,050


Legal Expenses




  8,775


Personnel Administration

            249,337


Planning and Zoning



13,550


General Government Buildings


97,246


Cemeteries




15,500


Insurance




33,206


Police



   
             319,617


Fire





77,672


Building Inspection



59,575


Emergency Management



   1,000


Highway Department


             485,000


Solid Waste Expenses and Disposal
             191,946



Welfare





13,250


Parks and Recreation



11,700


Library





88,435


Total




          1,926,545




The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.  
Budget Discussion: 
ELECTION, REGISTRATION & VITAL STATS
At this point in the discussion, Ron Wanner stated that he was still unsure how the final budget figure for four elections had been determined.  He noted that if he multiplied the cost for one election last year, it would come to $1,042 x 4 would equal $4,168.  Stated that if he calculated the time spent for setting up and taking down the election, it would be $300 x 4 = $1,200.  He stated he felt that we should not be paying overtime for setup of the election for a full-time employee.  He noted we should be utilizing other employees who are part-time, etc. thus avoiding the overtime expenditure.  
The final result of the discussion was to leave the Election, Registration & Vital Stats budget as presented above with a bottom line of 60,256.
FINANCIAL ADMINISTATION

Selectmen asked if there were any other changes to be made to the budget before inserting it in the Warrant.  

At this point in the discussion, Alison Vallieres stated that in typing the minutes from the Workshop Discussion on Tuesday, she discovered a discrepancy in the budget line under Financial Administration - Computer Support Services.  She stated BMSI Licensing Fees in the amount of approximately $9,000 had been omitted from this budget line.  The budget line only includes services for the Computer Technician and does not include BMSI Licensing Fees.  

After investigating this issue, it was determined that BMSI fees were omitted from this budget line.  

The Selectmen agreed to increase the Computer Support Services budget line by $9,000 to change the total from $9,600 to $18,600.  

RESOLUTION OF TOWN CLERK, TRANSFER MANAGER AND TOWN ADMINISTRATOR SALARIES PAID IN 2011: 
It was noted for the record that the issue of the underpayment and overpayment of certain salaries had been resolved.  

Line Comeau asked permission from the Board of Selectmen to pay the Town Clerk $7.00 from the Petty Cash Fund for reimbursement of underpayment of salary to the Town Clerk during 2011.  

The Board of Selectmen did not agree to pay this from Petty Cash.  There needs to be a resolution according to correct accounting principles.    A check will be written from the 2012 budget.  
At this point in the discussion, Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that she did not want the money but wanted to make sure this was not the case for 2012.  She was assured that this issue had been resolved.  

(Three different versions of Article 4 as follows.  Selectmen to determine which version to be used for Warrant.)

4.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,770.  Said funds are from a 2011 timber cut, to be placed in the Dunbarton KTFCA Conservation Maintenance fund and allowed to accumulate from year to year.  Further to authorize the KTFCA Management Committee to expend funds from this account for the purposes of the maintenance of the KTFCA.  Such authorization to run indefinitely until rescission by the Legislative Body.  
OR 4.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,770 to be placed in the Dunbarton Conservation (not recommended by DRA or attorney) fund and allowed to accumulate from year to year.  Said funds are from a 2011 selective timber cut.  

OR 4.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,700 to be established in a non-capital reserve fund to be known as the "KFC Maintenance Fund" and allowed to accumulate from year to year.  Said funds are from a 2011 timber cut.  Further to authorize the Selectmen in conjunction with the KTFCA Management Committee to expend funds from said account for the purposes of the maintenance

of the KTFCA.  Such authorization to run indefinitely until rescission by the Legislative Body.  

SELECTION OF APPROPRIATE WARRANT ARTICLE RE; KTFCA CONSERVATION MAINTENANCE FUND

After discussion, the Selectmen determined, based on Town Counsel's recommendation, that the following Warrant Article language should be used: 

4.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $17,700 to be established in a non-capital reserve fund to be known as the "KTFCA Maintenance Fund" and allowed to accumulate from year to year.  Said funds are from a 2011 timber cut.  Further to authorize the Selectmen in conjunction with the KTFCA Management Committee to expend funds from said account for the purposes of the maintenance

of the KTFCA.  Such authorization to run indefinitely until rescission by the Legislative Body.  
5.  To see if the town will vote to accept the bequest endowment from Natale and J. Willcox Brown on behalf of the KTFCA for deposit into a trust fund and administered by the Trustee of the Trust fund in accordance with the donor's instruction. 




The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

It was noted for the record that Ron Wanner will determine the appropriate representative who will sign bills, etc. for Warrant Articles #4 and #5.
6.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate from surplus the sum of $33,000 for purchase of new police cruiser and equipment and installation of equipment. 





The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 
7.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $16,816 from surplus for the purchase of a third baler for the Transfer Station. 





The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.  
8.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 from surplus for deposit into the established Capital Reserve Fund for future re-evaluation of the town. 





The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 
9.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 from surplus for deposit into the established Capital Reserve Fund for the future purchase of a Highway Department vehicle as summarized in the Capital Improvement Plan.





The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.  

10.  To see if the Town will vote to establish a Recreation Revolving Fund pursuant to RSA 35-B:2 II.  The money received from fees and charges for Dunbarton Recreation Programs or facilities shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered part of the town's general fund unreserved funds balance.  The town treasurer shall have custody of all monies in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the Dunbarton Recreation Committee (no further town meeting approval required).  These funds may be expended only for recreation purposes as stated in RSA 35-B.  Furthermore, to transfer the balance in the Recreation checkbook into the Recreation Revolving Fund being created under this article, with no amount to be raised by taxation.  





The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.

11.  To see if the town will vote to appoint the Selectmen to investigate the cost to repair or replace the Stark Bridge and to bring their findings to the voters at the next annual meeting of the town in order to determine whether further action should be taken.  





(By Petition)

12.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,575 for milfoil control at Gorham Pond and to authorize the Selectmen to accept a grant from the State of New Hampshire DES in the amount of $11,287.50, known as the Variable Milfoil Control Grant, with the balance of $11,287.50 to be raised from taxes. 





(By Petition)
13.  To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees and other officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto. 

14.  To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.  

OTHER WARRANT ARTICLES: 

New Baler - Transfer Station: 

At this point in the meeting, Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, submitted a quote for a Replacement Baler at the Transfer Station for $16,800 with a Grant reimbursement of $3,000 from NH Beautiful, etc.  

It was noted that according to the Grant, the Town has to pay for the Baler "up front" and then they are reimbursed for $3,000 upon proof of payment, etc.  This means that the cost of the Baler to the Town would be $13,800.  

There was considerable discussion as to how to proceed with the writing of this Warrant Article.  Patrick Bowne will be contacted as to wording of the Warrant Article.  
DEPARTMENTS: 
Line Comeau, Town Administrator, noted the following: 

Deadlines for Warrant Articles: 
The Selectmen stated that the deadline for submittal of Warrant Articles, including Petition Articles, was Tuesday, February 7, 2012.  

It was noted that there might be a Petition Warrant Article submitted for Road Acceptance for Purgatory Pond Road. 

Deadlines for Submittal of material/reports for Town Report: 
It was noted that the deadline for submittal of Town Reports was Friday, January 27, 2012.  
TOWN CLERK: 

The Town Clerk noted there are vacancies for Town Offices including Supervisor of the Checklist, Trustee of Trust Funds, Cemetery Trustee and Ethics Committee. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 8:30 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
_____________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_____________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman
