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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees/Town Employees: 


Pam Milioto, Town Treasurer


Deb Foster, School Board


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Committee


Mark Wamser, Recreation Committee


Lara Routhier, Recreation Committee


William Johnson, Recreation Committee

Chairman Les Hammond called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a full Selectmen's Board present along with Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary.  Line Comeau, Town Administrator, was absent due to

medical reasons with family.  

7:00 P.M. - RECREATION COMMITTEE AND PAM MILIOTO, TOWN TREASURER: 


Basketball Monies:


The Recreation Committee (Mark Wamser, Lara Routhier and William Johnson) appeared before 
the Board of Selectmen to discuss accountability regarding the Basketball fees, etc.  Pam Milioto, 
Town Treasurer, stated the following with regard to monies collected for Basketball: 


1.  Noted that because the Recreation Committee had such a turnover of Committee members over 
the past several years, she felt that some of the accountability had been lost, etc. 


2.  Noted that in the past, Jean Leo, had been Treasurer of the Recreation Committee and had been 
responsible for keeping in touch with the Town Treasurer with regard to funds collected for 
Basketball and Baseball, etc.  Jean Leo is no longer doing this.  


3.  Stated that she (Town Treasurer) is the one responsible for the money so we need to get things 
structured.  She needs to know where the money is and it should be deposited within 24 hours if it is 
over a certain amount. 
This is according to auditor’s requirements. 


4.  Noted that she recently obtained overnight deposit bags for both the Town Clerk and the Tax 
Collector in order to abide by these criteria.   It is against policy to hold money overnight in private 
homes, etc. 

5.  Stated that she was not aware there was an amount of money being held which should have been 
deposited in a timely fashion.  Would suggest bringing it to the Town Office where it can be stored in 
the Vault.


6.  Stated that the Recreation Committee should elect officers i.e.  a Chairman, Co-Chairman and 
especially a Treasurer.  The Chairman would be responsible for signing off on invoices to be paid 
and what account they should be paid from, etc.  The Treasurer would keep track of monies and 
make regular deposits, etc.   The Town Treasurer is the person who is responsible for the checking 
account and writing of checks from the separate checkbook.  


7.  It is important to have a system set up to handle Recreation monies collected.  


Selectmen stressed the fact that the funds cannot be held onto.  They must be deposited in a timely 
fashion according to auditor's requirements.   Selectmen also stressed the importance of the 
Recreation Committee electing officers including a Chairman and Treasurer.  Need someone to 
authorize payment of invoices. 

The Recreation Committee noted that there had been only three members up until recently when 
the Committee got Bill and Heidi Wright as members.  In addition, William Johnson is also a 
member now.  The Recreation Committee now has six members.  


Recreation Commission asked about the possibility of being able to have parents register on-line 
and pay with their credit cards on-line.   Noted there is a process through Pay Pal.   It was noted

there are charges involved with Pay Pal.  


Pam Milioto, Town Treasurer, will contact the Bank Representative and have him explain to the 
Board of Selectmen about the on-line credit card payment system through Citizens Bank.    Could 
include tax payments, vehicle registrations, and building permits, etc.      Pam Milioto noted if we go 
through Citizens Bank, there would not be a charge to the Town. 

Charles Graybill stated the preferred method would be for the Recreation Committee to elect a 
Treasurer and have the Treasurer responsible for the handling of the deposits in a timely fashion.  
The Committee now has six members so they could do this.  


Pam Milioto stated that until the Recreation Committee elects a Treasurer to handle the monies, they 
should be dropped off at the Town Office to be put into the Vault.  William Johnson asked if his wife 
could do this for him.  It was agreed that Mrs. Johnson could bring the deposits to the Town Office.  


 Community Center - Gym Time:

Mark Wamser asked if there was a possibility of being able to utilize the gym on a Friday evening 
when it was not being used by any other Town group.  There have been instances where there has 
been no one using the gym but they (Basketball) were not able to use it.  

The Selectmen noted that they thought there was a procedure in place whereby if the gym was not 
being used on a Friday evening that it would be made available for others, etc.  Groups have a two 
week window in which to book the Friday evening but if the gym is not booked, and then others can 
utilize it.  This is scheduled through Kelly, the School Secretary.  Deb Foster, School Board, verified 
that she felt this was the case.    If the gym is not signed up for use and it is within the two week 
period, the Recreation Committee or someone else can use it.  

It was noted that the Board of Selectmen take a dim view of private activity groups using our 
facilities.  


Calendar:

Mark Wamser asked if the calendar put out by the school could have what is going on in the gym.  
Presently, the calendar is not updated regularly.  


PDR Contract: 

Pam Milioto asked if a member of the Recreation Committee had the authority to sign a contract 


on behalf of the Town of Dunbarton.  This is for Referees for the upcoming season.  She noted that 
she thought the Selectmen are the ones to enter into contracts, etc.  


The Selectmen noted they could delegate to various committees, etc. to sign contracts.  


Recreation Revolving Fund:  

Mark Wamser stated that the Recreation Committee was considering putting in a Warrant Article at 
the next Town Meeting to set up a Recreation Revolving Fund to take the place of the checkbook.  


Presented the following wording but noted that this was just a draft at this point.   The Committee


will be fine tuning it. 


Article? - Recreation Revolving Fund


To see if the Town will vote to establish a Recreation Revolving Fund pursuant to RSA 35-B:2 II.  


The money received from fees and charged for Dunbarton Recreation Programs or Facilities shall be 
allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered part of the town's general fund 
unreserved fund balance.  The town treasurer shall have custody of all monies in the fund, and shall 
pay out the same only upon order of the Dunbarton Recreation Committee (no further town meeting 
approval required).  These funds may be expended only for recreation purposes as stated in RSA 35-
B.  Furthermore, to transfer the balance in the Recreation checkbook ($4,600) into the Recreation 
Revolving Fund being created under this article, with no amount to be raised by taxation.  


Mark Wamser noted that the Recreation Committee would like to try to plan ahead to purchase a 
new scoreboard for the gym.  Estimated cost is between $4,000 - $5,000.  

DEB FOSTER, SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE: 


Deb Foster, School Board, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring them up to date on 
various items as follows: 


1.  Area Agreement Research


The School Board is in the middle of doing research regarding the Area Agreement.  Presented the 
Board of Selectmen with a copy of the Area Agreement Survey Results.   Noted they had a   10% 
response rate.  

The survey brought up points from residents as follows: 

RECURRING THEMES OF CONCERN AND COMMENT: 


COST BASED


Lack of information or misinformation:  multiple instances citing concern of building MS or HS in 


Dunbarton


Would support change as long as it doesn't affect tax rate


Want best education for the money


Would like to see competitive bids/explore all the options


Worried about Dunbarton's ability to impact receiving districts budget/would like a voice in 



education decisions


QUALITY BASED


Many instances of "Goffstown is fine don't change anything/Ain't broke don't fix it” no complaints 


about high school specifically


Very frequent expression of concerns about the quality of Mountain View Middle School education


Concern that current education opportunities aren't geared towards college prep


Bow was raised very frequently as a target for partnership - as a plus (as well as concern of increased 

expense)


CULTURE BASED


Concerns about a "culture of mediocrity" in Goffstown, specifically at Mountain View


Frequent expressions of satisfaction or happiness w/Goffstown


Frequent expression of concern regarding Goffstown reputation


Frequent expression of concern regarding the curriculum/challenging students


OVERALL


Cost and reputation seemed to be the biggest concerns.


Are presently doing research on the Area Agreement.  Came down to Hopkinton, Goffstown and 
Bow.  Hopkinton does not have the room for us.   Down to Bow and Goffstown.  At this point, Bow is


higher tuition than Goffstown. (Bow is $14,000+ and Goffstown is $11,000+)   Busing is a separate 
issue.   Have been in touch with attorney because this is the first instance in the State where this will 
have occurred.  At this point, the lawyer feels we might not be liable to Goffstown.    Need to 
investigate further.  


2.  Betty Ann Noyes - 

Deb Foster reported that Betty Ann Noyes had left a sum of money in her will to the Community 
Center.  Are in the process of proposing a Warrant Article for Town Meeting to accept the monies. 


Are looking at ways to use the money.  Possibility of putting it into a non-profit foundation.   


Would recommend that it be in the name of Harlan and Betty Ann Noyes.

In addition, the teachers are planting a sugar maple tree in her honor at the school. 


Presented the Board of Selectmen with the following: 


1.  Population and Economics Statistics


2.  Dunbarton Elementary School - School Comparison dated 10/27/2011


3.  Questions & Answer between Bow and Hopkinton


4.  Evaluation Requirements for Overall Qualities in a Good School


5.  Dunbarton School Board - Amending, Creating or Withdrawing from an Area Plan - October 27, 


2011


6.  Dunbarton School Board - Use of School Facilities/Community Center Policy -noted this is a draft. 
AWARD OF BIDS FOR AUDIT AND PRINTING OF TOWN REPORT INCLUDING BALLOTS: 


Audit - 2 years beginning with year ending December 31, 2011 

Ron Wanner stated that he would recuse himself from the discussion and vote with regard to the 


audit bid because of a conflict of interest with one of the bidders.  

After discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen award the bid for auditing 
for the period beginning with year ending December 31, 2011 to Melanson Heath & Company, PC, 
102 Perimeter Road, Nashua, NH at a bid price of $13,500 to include MS-5 preparation and technical 
support and to extend the bid price to a three year contract.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  
The motion passed unanimously. 


Printing Proposals - 2012 and 2013 - Town Report and Ballots

After discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen award the bid for the 
printing of the Town Report and Ballots for the years 2012 and 2013 to Town & Country, 230 North 
Main Street, Concord, NH 03301 at a bid price of  Town Reports @ $3.99/each x 1,100   = $4,390 and 
Ballots @ $80.00 for both colored and white and $10.00 for folding ballots and a $25.00 Delivery 
charge  for a grand total of $4,569 for each year.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
OTHER BUSINESS: 


Police Chief - Weapon:


Ron Wanner presented a letter from Linda Marcoux, Police Department, regarding the Police 
Chief's firearm being given to him upon his retirement from the Town of Dunbarton.   She has noted 
that it will not cost the Town any money because there are two other weapons within the Police 
Department cache.    Form attached to the letter for Selectmen's signature.  


Charles Graybill stated he had already signed the form for the release of the firearm to Police Chief 


Connelly.  He stated he served many years for the Town of Dunbarton as a Police Officer and as 
Police Chief.    It was noted that in the past Jeff Nelson, Police Chief received his weapon upon 
retirement.  


Les Hammond stated he would be inclined to be against this.  


Ron Wanner stated he could go either way.    Ron Wanner stated he would like to wait another week 
on this until the next meeting. 


Town Offices - Hot Water:

Ron Wanner stated that Line Comeau, Town Administrator, and the girls in the Town Office would 
like to thank Ted Vallieres for his help in getting hot water for the Town Offices. 


Unbuildable Lot - Riley Lot, Gorham Pond: 


Barbara McCann, Building Department, has received a legal opinion from Town Counsel stating 
that since the Town was 
responsible for the signing of the unbuildable paperwork (Board of 
Assessors), we (the Town) could 
undo it if the town had enacted RSA 41:`14A of which they have 
not.  In 2007, the residents voted 
this down at Town Meeting.   


The Riley's will be attending the 
Board of Selectmen's meeting on 
Thursday, November 17, 2011.   
The Zoning Board of Adjustment is holding a Public Hearing on Monday, November 14, 2011 
regarding a request from Clara Shelton for an Administrative Appeal to the Riley septic system 
infringement upon the Shelton's well radius.   


It was noted that even though the owner signed an agreement that the lot was unbuildable, the Town  
continued to tax them as a buildable lot.  


Charles Graybill stated that the only thing we can do is bring it up at Town Meeting and have the 
residents either vote yes or no.  


Police Chief Search Committee: 

Ron Wanner reported on the Police Chief Search Committee as follows: 


1.  Reported that they had received 24 applications and had been able to narrow it down to 


7 applicants.  In the process of trying to get down to three applicants.  


2.  Very much in agreement on #1 and #2 applicants.  #3, 4 and 5 are very close also.  

3.  Will be interviewing #1 and #2 candidates this coming Tuesday.  


4.  If either of the top two candidates are eliminated during the interview process, it is the 


general opinion that if we were to come up with the third candidate, we would bring in 3, 4, and 5.  


5.  The Board of Selectmen needs to think about a contract.  Should state things that we have issues 
with.  


Solid Waste - Coop:

Ron Wanner stated he had recently spoken with Jim Presser, Coop, regarding a request for 
information as to the Town of Dunbarton's financial condition relating to a  New Hampshire 
Municipal Bond Bank for the Coop to borrow money, etc.  for building of a Single Stream facility.  

The Town of Dunbarton is a member of the Coop at this point and this is the reason for 
Dunbarton receiving the request for financial information and financial reports.   Even if the Town 
of Dunbarton chose not to enter into Single Stream, we are still a member of the Coop.   The Town 

of Dunbarton would still have to  back up the Coop on the bonding issue.  The bond is for between 30 
- 35 years.


Patrick Bowne stated that he thought the last bond the Coop did was for the land fill.  What happens 
if we don't give them this information?  If we are not going to be a part of the Single Stream 
operation, is it necessary for us to fill this out? 


It was noted that we are a member of the Coop and the Coop and its Operating Committee voted to 
go forward with Single Stream.  The City of Concord also has to fill this out.  They are going Single 
Stream.    Probably Allenstown will not fill this form out because they are leaving the Coop.  


Patrick Bowne noted that we are tied to whatever the Coop agreed to.  Stated we have a vested 
interest.  No matter if we pulled out, I would err on the side of caution on this.  How does this affect 
the Town of Dunbarton?  We are providing a credit rating for the Coop.  

It was decided to find the original agreement and find out how we are tied into this.  


Charles Graybill stated he had no objection to having Line Comeau fill out this form.  


It was noted that if they borrow $10,000,000, we would be liable for our share of the $10,000,000.  We 
are the fall guy if the Coop goes under.   They are looking for the viability of the towns within the 
Coop in the event the Coop defaults on this bond.  Each and every Town within the Coop would have 
a proportional share of the debt.


The Board of Selectmen stated they would have Line Comeau, Town Administrator, look up the copy 
of the existing agreement for the Coop.   


Stark Bridge and Flood Control Monies: 


Ron Wanner noted that Senator Larson has stated she is going to try to have the New Hampshire 
Attorney General's Office go after Massachusetts regarding Flood Control Money to the State of 
New Hampshire that they are not paying.  

Also noted he had received paperwork in his basket regarding grants for bridges, etc.  Felt that

these grants would not be an option for the Town of Dunbarton with regard to Stark Bridge.  Noted


they were 80--20 grants and the Town of Dunbarton would have to pay the total amount and then 
seek reimbursement.  The grant requires that it be on a Class 2, 4 or 5 road.  Stark Bridge is on a

Class 5 road.  The design has to meet the requirements of the State Engineering Department.  


It was noted that the Town of Dunbarton owns the bridge and the land.  Any bridge has to be built to 
DOT standards.


Plowing Public Notice: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, presented a copy of a Snow Plowing Policy from another town which was


printed in the paper as a public notice.  It states the rules and makes references to plowing and 
minimum amounts of snow before plowing, etc.   Dunbarton does not have a bare road policy.   
Would like to put this in the paper for the Town of
 Dunbarton.  


It was noted that it would be possible to put it on the Town web site.  Will ask Dan Troy to put in on 
the web site. 


Cobbler Shop - Historical Society: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he was approached by Donna Dunn regarding the Town of 
Dunbarton providing 8 yards of crushed bank run for a base for the Cobbler Shop at the Historical 
Society. 


It was noted that this was a private organization and the Town of Dunbarton would not provide 
gravel, 
etc. 


Old Town Records: 


Ron Wanner noted he had received a request regarding old town records.  


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, noted that the records during the 1700's would not be available to the 
public due to their fragility, etc.  It was noted they were on micro- film but the Town does not have 
a micro-film machine to view them.    She noted that she could do a search at a cost of $15.00.  

Veterans:


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, took this opportunity in honor of Veteran's Day, November 11,


 to thank the two veterans in the meeting, Ron Wanner and Ted Vallieres,  for their service to our 


country.


Transfer Station - Schedule:

Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, reported that he would be swapping days i.e. Friday for 
Saturday ( 11/11  for 11//12) in order to install the new pump on the baler.  Was able to replace it for 


less than half the original estimated cost.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 pm.    Charles Graybill seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 







Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary

       ____________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

____________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

