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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2011
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees/Town Employees: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Darlene Leone, Deputy Town Clerk


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Committee


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman, Planning Board


George Holt, Co-Chairman, Planning Board

Members of the Public: 


Stanley Sowle


Gayle Sowle


Brett Sowle

Chairman Les Hammond called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a full Selectmen's Board present along with the Line Comeau, Town Administrator, and Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary. 

At this point in the meeting, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion to go into Non-Public Executive Session according to RSA 91-A:3 regarding a legal issue.  The motion was seconded by Ron Wanner.  The motion passed unanimously with the following

roll call vote: 


Hammond - Yes


Graybill - Yes


Wanner - Yes

There were no decisions or motions made at the Non-Public Session.

The meeting reconvened at 7:20 p.m. after the recessing of the Non-Public Session.

7:20 p.m. - STANLEY SOWLE REGARDING EXACTION FEE:

Stanley Sowle stated the following with regard to the Exaction Fee which had been assessed: 


1.  Stated that two years ago, his family homestead was subdivided so that his son, Brett Sowle could 
build a house on the property.  


2.  The Dunbarton Planning Board approved the subdivision with approximately ten items to be 
complied with, one of which was an Exaction Fee of $4,000.


3.  At that point, the money was deposited with the Town but we did not feel it was fair.  Our opinion 
has not changed. 


4.  Our understanding was that this would be used for something like street lights, widening the road 
and we haven't seen any improvements to Holmes Road.  Our understanding is that if it is not used 
for improvements, it can be refunded after a period of time.  It doesn't have to be at the end of six 
years, it can be anytime, etc. 


5.  Stated they are asking the Board of Selectmen if they would consider returning the $4,000 
Exaction Fee based on the above information.  


At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond asked the Road Agent his opinion regarding the $4,000 
Exaction Fee. 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, noted the following with regard to Holmes Road:


1.  Stated he had plans to do something to Holmes Road.  There are two wheel ruts in the road 
presently and they are pushing up the center, etc.  Need to tear it up and put in a culvert.  Need to 
eliminate the drop offs and change the culvert.  Obviously, the $4,000 isn't enough to do very much of 
that work.  The Town would have to put some more money with it.  We have spent money the 
past two years on Twist Hill Road.  I would doubt if we would do anything major next year on 
Holmes 
Road.  Would like to do something the year after.  There are a lot of roads that need some 
work. 


Les Hammond asked if this would this fall under the Exaction Fee or just normal maintenance.  

Jeff Crosby noted that if we were to just skim the road with tar it would be normal maintenance, but 
to actually tear up the road and eliminate the drainage problems would be more than general 
maintenance.  


Les Hammond asked if he considered whatever we are going to do to the road is because of 
additional traffic on the road.  

It was noted that when Stanley Sowle grew up, there wasn't that much traffic on the road.  There was 
only one house on the road.  Now there are three homes on the road.  Traffic has increased.  It is not 
because these people moved in.  There is  more traffic in and out.  The more use, the more 
maintenance.


Brett Sowle noted that the road was in poor condition long before he got there.  This is maintenance 
work.  


Ken Swayze stated the intent of the Exaction Fee was to provide the Town of Dunbarton with some 
funds to improve the road because of the use.  The money was given to the Town.  


Charles Graybill stated that two years ago there was discussion from the Selectmen as to the fairness 
of the Exaction Fee being used during this project.  At that time I felt that even though the board 
ruled in favor, I was not in favor of the Exaction Fee.  One house does not warrant an Exaction Fee 
to be charged, and I feel it should be returned to the Sowles.  This is normal wear and tear on the 
road.


It was noted that the Sowles were required to go through Stanley Sowle's field with trucks and heavy 
equipment instead of using Holmes Road during construction of Brett Sowle's house.  


Stanley Sowle stated that during the time they were using his field for access, Holmes Road was being 
used by others with heavy equipment, etc.  


At this point in the discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen return the $4,000 Exaction 
Fee which was part of the Planning Board Decision to the Sowles immediately.  Ron Wanner 
seconded the motion.  The motion was not voted upon and died on the floor.  

Discussion: 

It was noted the money needs to be spent within six years.  


RSA 674:21 was quoted as follows:  (V. j.) 



.........."For the purposes of this subparagraph, "off-site improvements" means those 
improvements that are necessitated by a development but which are located outside the boundaries 
of the property that is subject to a subdivision plat or site plan approval by the planning board.   
Such off-site improvements shall be limited to any necessary highway, drainage, and sewer and water 
upgrades pertinent to that development. "......

Jeff Crosby noted that the more houses, the more traffic.  Have a concern about the width of the 
road.  
It needs to have a decent shoulder.  We obviously can't make it a 24' wide road according to 
Planning Board standard.  Would like to put some asphalt in the ruts.  Would like to see the road 
widened to 14' with 2 foot shoulders on each side.  Can't see how we would get it 20'.  It is 
maintenance and an improvement.

Ron Wanner stated he would like to be able to read all the material and regulations relative to 
Exaction Fees, etc. before making a final decision.  He would suggest waiting until the next meeting 
to make the final decision.  

MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a second motion that the Board of Selectmen table the decision of the return of 
the Exaction Fee to the Sowles until next week.  The motion was seconded by Charles Graybill.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 


The Sowles will be on the Board of Selectmen's agenda on Thursday, October 20, 2011.  

PATRICK BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION MANAGER: 


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring them up 
to date on the following: 


1.  The GMQ for trash from the Coop for 2012 will be based upon 881 tons.  


2.  As of October 5, 2011 our current totals are down by 15.3 Tons.  Today it is 771.41 Tons.  It is 
going to be pretty close.  


3.  Estimated tonnage for this year will be 91,428.  Everyone is down across the board.  

4.  Because Allenstown is withdrawing from the Coop will be 2600 Tons right there.  


5.  Will be preparing the budget at the November meeting.  Estimate costs for next year to be 
between $68 - $72/ton.  If there are any changes, it will affect the tipping fee.  


6.  Household Hazardous Waste Day was held the first of October.  Want to thank the following


volunteers: 



Linda Peters



Fred Mullen



Lee Mullen



Heather Luby



Numbers for the year for Hazardous Waste is up.  Dunbarton had 64 cars versus 52 last 


year.  Last year, total cars were 240 and this year it was 350.  People are becoming more 


aware.


Charles Graybill suggested coming up with some sort of container drop where residents could 
dispose of Latex paint.  Most households have latex paint that they need to dispose of.  


Patrick Bowne noted they have a lot of calls regarding latex paint but they cannot take it until it is 
hardened in the container.  At that point it becomes solid waste.  

Patrick Bowne will look into this. 


7.  Stated that there are complaints about people smoking on the premises at the Transfer Station. 


It was suggested that signs be put at the entrance of the Transfer Station that this is a "No Smoking 
Facility".


8.  Having a problem with one of the commercial haulers.  There have been seven weeks of no 
recyclables and four weeks of no trash.  There residents are paying him for this service.  Don't know 
if there is anything we can do about this.  We are losing out on recyclable materials.  Next year when 
we don't have the tonnage, our price will go up.  


9.  Have put new tires on the large truck.  


10.  Have had a problem with the newest baler.  Ernie Gagnon came down and looked at it.  Feels the 
motor is too small for the size of the baler.  This is why it keeps burning out.  Possibly purchasing a 
15 horsepower motor might help.  Using the balers a lot more.  Starting to see a few problems.  


11.  Budget looks good at this point.  Have a few outstanding bills coming in.  Received four bills 
from NRRA this week.  Will be a large bill for Hazardous Waste Day.  Still some more maintenance 
to be done.  

At this point in the discussion, Charles Graybill asked what the status of the Electronics Fee was.  


Patrick Bowne stated it was on his list of things to do but that he did not feel it was a good idea.  We 
are going to starting finding old electronics on the side of the road because people do not want to pay 
to dispose of them.  


It was noted that other towns charge to dispose of electronics. 


Ron Wanner noted that Goodwill takes old PC monitors for free whether they are working or not. 

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Appointment Paperwork:


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, presented the appointment papers for the Committee to recruit the new 
Police Chief.  Selectmen signed paperwork. 


Primary:


She noted the possibility of having another election in the 2011 year because of a possible change in 
the date of the New Hampshire Primary.  


Election Food:

Brought up the possibility of asking groups in Town if they were interested in catering the Election 
Day meals, etc.  In the past, the school cook did it but now it has been established that this is not 
allowed. 


Asked about the possibility of getting Deli trays from Market Basket, etc.  Will also check with the 
local store.  Involves coffee in the morning along with sandwiches/soup throughout the day and 
evening.

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, brought up the following points for the Selectmen's info: 


1.  Alan Sheldon has gotten sand for the school playground and has been in touch with Mike 
Underwood about spreading it, etc.  It is washed sand. 


2.  Brought up the subject of Holmes Road.  Noted that when they closed the old Route 13 after the 


re-routing of it, they only closed the southern part.  The part which comprises part of the 
Michael's driveway is still actually open, etc.  It is in bad shape at this point.  The Town does not 
plow this.  Frank Michael plows it.  


The Selectmen advised the Road Agent to not do any maintenance of this portion of Holmes Road. 

OTHER DEPARTMENTS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for Selectmen's discussion and 
review: 


Bids: 


Have received interest in the auditing, printing of Town Reports requests for bids.  Received a 
question from Steve Plodzik as to why we were going out to bid after only two years, etc.  Stated he 
would not be interested in bidding as it would be in competition with the present auditors, etc.  


Hot Water Heater - Town Offices:

Have received a quote for $492 for a point of use hot water heater.  


It was noted that they were also considering an "on demand" hot water heater, but this would need


to depend on whether the water test indicated the mineral content of the water would not interfere 



with the "on demand" system. 


Boston Shopping Trip:

Arrangements have been made for Saturday, December 3, 2011 for the Boston Shopping Trip.  Cost 
will be $5.00/person.  


Barbara McCann - Overtime: 

Barbara McCann, Building Department, was unable to stay within the 40 hours work week this week 
because of several meetings and other unexpected work load which came up.  


Selectmen agreed that there was nothing that could be done to prevent this overtime and they would 
concur with it.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned to go into a Non-Public Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into a Non-Public Executive Session at 8:35 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue.  He noted that there would be no decisions or motions made.  The motion was seconded by Ron Wanner.  The motion passed unanimously with the following roll call vote: 


Les Hammond - Yes

Ron Wanner - Yes


Charles Graybill - Yes

At this point, Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary, was asked to leave the meeting. 

It was noted for the record that the Non-Public Executive Session adjourned at 9:20 p.m. with no decisions or motions made.  






Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary

_________________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_________________________________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

