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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2011
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00  P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees/Town Employees: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Committee

Members of the Public: 


Lou Deberio, Gorham Pond

Chairman Les Hammond called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a full Selectmen's Board present along with the Line Comeau, Town Administrator, and Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary. 

LOU DEBERIO - GORHAM POND MILFOIL:


Lou Deberio, Gorham Pond, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss possible treatment of 
milfoil at Gorham Pond.  He stated he has been in touch with Amy Smagula, DES, regarding the 
milfoil.  


Amy has suggested that Dunbarton apply for a grant for treatment of the milfoil.  The grants are 
based on a 30%-50% match.  


The following information was noted for the record. 


1.  The total size of the pond is 103 acres of which 55 acres are milfoil infested.  The infestation is well 
established at this point.


2.  The pond has been treated for milfoil twice, once in the mid 1990's and one other time in 2005 
with a full treatment which was paid for by the Conservation Commission. 


3.  The Town would have to appropriate whatever match is required if a grant is obtained.  This 
would have to be by a Warrant Article voted on at Town Meeting in 2012. 


4.  Gorham Pond did not have this problem until the Public Boat Launching was put in.  Boats bring 
in milfoil on boats.   It is difficult to control.

5.  The only treatment for milfoil is either chemical or by Divers that pull it up manually.  Carp eat 
milfoil but they are illegal in New Hampshire.  In addition, they eat everything else in the pond.  

6.  Stated he was concerned because now boats cannot be launched from shore because of the heavy 
infestation of milfoil. 


7.  Also concerned about children jumping off the dock and getting tangled up in the milfoil and 
possibly drowning, etc.  The milfoil is getting thicker and thicker.  


8.  Used to be 5-6 trucks/boat trailers a day with boats, now only one or two.  Milfoil is ruining the 
fishing.   The fishing lines don't even go down into the water because of the heavy milfoil infestation.

9.  Noted that one year will not resolve the problem.  May have to treat milfoil two or three years in a 
row.  Don't know what it will take.  It will become a big problem in the next two years.  We should 
close the Public Boat Ramp but it is not ours, Fish and Game controls it.   Never had milfoil until the 
Public Boat Ramp was put in.  Need to educate the public.


10.  Monies are available through DES which collects a $5 fee from each boat registration to cover 
milfoil treatment.  These are the funds that are used for the grants to treat milfoil.  


11.  Amy Smagula has stated that we should obtain bids for the work that is specified on the attached 
map which consists of treating 55 acres of milfoil at Gorham Pond.  


12.  Bids are due to Amy Smagula, DES, no later than Monday, October 31, 2011.  Failure to submit 
bids by that date will result in the request for grant funds being moved to the wait list for funds, 
should they be available once other projects are funded.  Dunbarton has not been awarded a grant in 
the past, therefore should be fairly high on the list to receive grant monies.  DES keeps awarding 
grant monies until such time as the monies are run out.  

13.  Grant application forms are included within the e-mail.  


14.  In 2008, the bid prices for milfoil treatment was $24,975 and $20,000.  Both companies are out-
of-state. 


Selectmen Discussion:

Lou Deberio was given a copy of the grant application and suggested he get in touch with George 
Holt regarding completion of the grant application.  George Holt has helped in the past in filling out 
the grant request and is aware of the process.  

Selectmen stated that no monies can be expended until approved at Town Meeting in 2012.  


Lou Deberio stated he is not a resident of the Town but he does pay taxes.  Asked if he would be able 
to speak at Town Meeting on behalf of the Warrant Article.  Selectmen advised him that it would be 
up to the Town Moderator to make that decision.  


Selectmen suggested Lou Deberio apply for the grant monies and if they are awarded, doing a 
Petition Article 
for Town Meeting for whatever amount of money the match is.   If the match 
monies are not approved at Town Meeting, the grant request can be withdrawn.  This would not be 
the first time the Town has refused grant monies, etc.  

It was noted by the Selectmen that fishermen can access the pond but the residents have exclusive 
beach rights which other residents of Dunbarton do not have.  This could be a stumbling block for


getting the Town to contribute funding at Town Meeting.  This was what happened at the last Town 
Meeting in 2008 regarding the milfoil treatment request when it was voted down by Town residents.

Les Hammond wanted to update the Board regarding Grants for Town Hall Theatre Restoration 
Committee: 

Margaret Watkins, Town Hall Restoration Committee, will be bringing in several completed Grant 
Applications for the Town Hall Theatre Restoration Committee for the Selectmen to review.  One is 
for architectural designs and the other is for "seed" money to start the process for raising money for 
the restoration of the upper Town Hall.


Charles Graybill stated he would like someone from the Town Hall Theatre Restoration Committee 
to present the completed Grant Applications to the Selectmen and explain, etc.  Tiffany Dodd and/or 
Margaret Watkins would probably be the logical members to do this.

DEPARTMENTS:  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for information and/or action: 


1.  Barbara McCann, Building Department: 

Reported that Barbara McCann, Building Department, would be back from extended sick leave on 


Monday, September 26, 2011 on a full-time basis.   We just want to welcome her back!  We miss her!

2.  FEMA Monies for Irene Expenditures: 

Have spoken with Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, and have decided to pursue FEMA reimbursement for


costs associated with Hurricane Irene Cleanup, etc.  


3.  Town Sign for Town Offices:

Reported that the Town Sign which was on the Town Common has been refurbished and returned


by the company that did the Marquee sign.  There will be no cost to the Town of Dunbarton.   Will


have Kyle Parker install the sign.  


Les Hammond asked where the Pages Corner sign was at this point.  It was noted that possibly Dan 
VanKalken had the sign.  


4.  DRA:

Noted that DRA is now only available to Town, etc. for help via on-line communication.  According 


to DRA Web Site, the total cost to the Town of Dunbarton for Merrimack County will be $801,758.


It was $806,866 last year.   This is $4,908 less than last year.  


Selectmen questioned why this was obtained through DRA instead of the county, etc.  In the past, 


the town always receives a letter stating amount due. 

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board of Selectmen and brought up the following 
issues for discussion and/or action: 


1.  Michael Guiney/David Nault Issue:

Jeff Crosby noted for the record that he had received a call from Michael Guiney the day after the 


Selectmen's Meeting on September 8 that the pole had been removed from the ROW on Kelsea Road.


2.   Large Oak Tree on Karen Road re Beryl Leggett Request to Take Down: 

Noted that he had the Arborist from GTI Tree Service look at the large red  oak tree on Karen Road 
to determine what should be done about it.  According to GTI, the tree appears to be healthy but the


tree is flawed because of its design and the way it is growing.  It leans both ways and it is at a high 
risk of falling over.  One option he gave was to cable it by trimming each side and cabling the two 
limbs together.  That is not recommended.  Usually only done if it is a special tree in a Common or 
something similar.  The cost for this would be between $400- $500.  


The cost for total removal of the tree would be in the vicinity of $2,000 because of the access, 
power 
and telephone wires.   You would either have to bring in a crane or you would have to tie it off 
gradually, etc.  This would create a weak point in the remaining limb.  He could not tell if that 
particular tree would fall down or not.  


Have contacted Public Service of New Hampshire re the tree removal and have heard nothing back


to date.  


It was determined by the Selectmen that the tree is within the right of way and is owned by the Town. 


Felt because we have been notified by Beryl Leggett several times about her concern about the tree, 
that the Town does have some liability to try to resolve the problems. 


After discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION:


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the hiring of GTI 
to cable the large red oak tree across the street from Beryl Leggett, 5 Karen Road at Gorham Pond 


to prevent it from falling onto her home.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed


unanimously. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Fireworks Display - Old Home Day:


Charles Graybill stated he would like to thank Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, and J. R. Swindlehurst for


their part in the fireworks display for Old Home Day.   


It was noted that the cost of fireworks has gone up considerably since last year.  In addition, the 


company we previously purchased from has been bought out by another company.  


Donation of Large Monitor - Town Clerk's Office: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, reported that Patrick Guthrie offered to donate a large monitor (24") 
for the Town Clerk's Office.  The value is in the vicinity of $400.  Linda will take care of a thank you


note to Mr. Guthrie.  Jim Michaud, Computer Technician, helped set the new monitor up. 


Transfer Station:

1.  Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, reported that the Transfer Station is having help 
problems.  Based on this information, an ad will be put in the paper searching for applicants, etc. 


Coop:


2.  Recently the Coop and the Joint Board voted to build a Single Stream Facility.  The estimated 
cost at this point is $18.3 million dollars to build the facility.  Still up in the air as to where the 
recycling materials will be coming from.    Everything will have to go back out for bid to obtain final 
cost.


Coop did talk with Casella and the contract is still good.  They are looking to go forward.  There is 
another plant possibly being built by a private company, Pinard.   Feel it will be a race to see who 

gets it done first.  The Coop does not have their required tonnage of 25,000.  They had 23,566 tons at 
the meeting and a couple tons that still had to go to Town Meeting.  Got Concord to negotiate for

less than the 25,000 tons.  Concord agreed with 23,871 tons and voted to go in.  They are still hunting


for additional tonnage.  


2014 is the end of the contract with Wheelabrator.  If nothing changes, the Coop will pull out of 
Wheelabrator.  They are very interested in talking with Wheelabrator because of the ash landfill.    
Talks will start in 2012 on the 2014 contract.   Talks will start the first week of October of this year. 


Another issue is the Hopkinton/Webster pullout of the Coop.  They can't replace that tonnage.  There 
is a tax issue from 2009-10 that is not resolved yet.  Other Towns don't want to step in because of this.  


Because we paid taxes on Wheelabrator, that is the fallback and now you have a third Town 
(Allenstown) to pull out of the Coop.  It will take about 6 months for them to pull out.  So there 
will be another decrease 
in tonnage.  The less tonnage you have, the more your rates will go up.  
Depending on how thing go, your trash could go up by $3-$5/ton.  That is where we stand with the 
Coop.  We will be starting working on their budget.  We will start getting notices for their budget.  
Comes up in November as to what our numbers will look like.   The tax issue is interesting.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that the bid price for the paving of Twist Hill Road stayed at the 
bid price.  The successful bidder chose not to invoke the escalation clause in the contract.  We have 
paved up to within 2,000 feet of the Goffstown Town Line.

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 







Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary


 ____________________________


Les Hammond, Chairman


_____________________________


Charles Graybill, Selectman


_____________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

