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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2011
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of Boards/Committees/Town Employees: 


Kenneth Swayze, Chairman, Planning Board

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Committee


Martha Gerstenberger, Library Trustee

DARLENE LEONE, STARK BRIDGE FUND RAISING: 


Darlene Leone appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of a fund raising 
project for repairing the Stark Bridge as follows: 


1.  Suggested that there be a small area set aside in the entry way of the Town Offices  for Crafters 
from Dunbarton to display and sell their wares and pay a small monthly fee for the space,  i.e. 
$30.00/month to go towards repair of the Stark Bridge.  Would not interfere with the Garden Club 
Section.  They could continue to utilize the space they have for free.


2.  This money would be put away in a non-lapsing fund to go towards the repairs of the Stark 
Bridge.  


3.  Felt there are many people in Dunbarton who would like to see the Stark Bridge re-open and 
would be willing to contribute in some small way.

4.  Noted that there are many people that comment on the map that is in the Town Clerk's Office and 
that they would like a copy.  She would be willing to make copies and sell to donate to the Stark 
Bridge Fund. 


5.  In addition, she would be willing to sell canes that she makes.


Selectmen's Comments:


The Board of Selectmen noted that the amount necessary for the repairs to the bridge would be  
$100,000 or more.   Whatever happens to the Stark Bridge with regard to repairs must be approved 
by the State Engineers. 

Les Hammond stated he wouldn't want to interfere with the Garden Club's use of the entry way for 
sale of their products.    Stated he felt the best way for Darlene to pursue this would be for her to 


initiate a Petition Warrant Article to go before Town Meeting in 2012.  This would require 25 
residents’ signatures.  This way the entire Town would be aware and have input into the repair of


the Stark Bridge. 


Les Hammond suggested she also could have a table at the Old Home Day Celebration.  


A Special Non-Lapsing Account for the repair of the Stark Bridge would have to be voted on at 
Town Meeting.    This could become complicated.  


Selectmen noted that Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, and Ron Wanner, Selectmen, have been working


very hard to arrange a meeting with DOT Representatives regarding the Stark Bridge.  To date, this 
has not happened.

Darlene Leone agreed that she will pursue the Petition Warrant Article for the 2012 Town Meeting 
regarding the repair of the Stark Bridge.

MARTHA GERSTENBERGER, LIBRARY TRUSTEE: 


Martha Gerstenberger, new Library Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen.

Stated that she didn't have anything special to report this evening, but just wanted to introduce 
herself.

Stated that the Library is doing a great job in planning events.  They are planning several events for 

 Old Home Day to make money.  


9/11/11 will be a very quiet service in the gazebo.


Stated that the Library has a tremendously active calendar.  


See many of the Town residents on a regular basis.  Town Hall Restoration Committee met there last 
evening.  


Selectmen's Comments:


Selectmen noted that the Library Trustees make a monthly presentation to the Board of Selectmen 


to bring them up to date on events, etc.  

DEPARTMENTS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion/action: 

Chan Acceptance of Road:

Mr. Chan has sent a written notice request for the Board of Selectmen to accept the improved 
portion of Gile Road as a Town Road.  (part of Chan Subdivision)  Stated she has a copy of the draft 
minutes of the Planning Board Meeting of August 17th.  

Noted that the Dunbarton Planning Board has made a recommendation to the Dunbarton Board of 
Selectmen at their meeting on August 17, 2011 as follows: 

"A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously that the Dunbarton Planning Board finds 
that the improved portion of “Gile Hill Road” subdivision on approximately 80 acres, located 
in the Low Density (5-ac.) Residential District, be referred to the Dunbarton Board of 
Selectmen as “substantially complete" in 
accordance with the approved subdivision plan (Notice of 
Decision dated:  June 16, 2005).  "


Noted that in order to do proper posting of 14 days for a Public Hearing for Thursday, September 
15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. , we need to have the go ahead  this evening from the Board of Selectmen to 
hold the Public Hearing on this date.  


Les Hammond noted there are a few more trees that will be taken down.  They are not on Chan's  
land but they have permission from the landowner to cut the trees.  


Selectmen gave the go-ahead for scheduling the Public Hearing on Thursday, September 15, 2011.  


Selectmen Graybill and Wanner stated they would like to read the minutes and look at the plan prior 
to the Thursday, September 17, 2011 Public Hearing.  

Third Year Request for "Making Strides in Breast Cancer":

Bridgette McKerley, Concord, has requested putting pink ribbons on the Bandstand during the 
period October 1 - 16, 2011 on behalf of "Making Strides in Breast Cancer".  This has been done in 
the past.  

Selectmen agreed with this request of putting pink ribbons on the Bandstand for the requested time 
period.  
Purchase and Sales Agreement - Conservation Commission:

Conservation Commission dropped off Purchase and Sales Agreement for land purchase off Tenney 
Hill Road.    Referred to Town Attorney as suggested by Selectmen.  Came back with only one minor


change.  Margaret Watkins has made changes per Attorney's recommendations.  Needs Selectmen to 


initial in appropriate place as noted and sign the agreement on behalf of the Town.  


Ron Wanner confirmed with Line Comeau, Town Administrator, that the taxes have been paid on 
the property.  


Closing is scheduled for Friday, September 16, 2011.  


Selectmen signed and initialed Purchase and Sales Agreement.  
Chairs from School: 


Reported that Michael Poirier has requested to borrow chairs from the school for his wedding 
anniversary party this weekend.  


Les Hammond stated that the request should be referred to the School, Attention of Kelly.  

Transfer Station - Employment:

Reported that Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, has requested that an ad be put in the 
paper for help at the Transfer Station.  Ad will be printed within the next several days. 

Town Office - Hot Water Heater: 

Reported that the cleaning person has reported for the second time that the hot water heater is not 
working at the Town Office.  


Line Comeau reported that there is about $2,500 remaining in the Town Government Building 
Account which could be used for the hot water heater.


Selectmen approved Kyle Parker, Building Department, to price out a hot water heater, install it and 
take costs out of Town Government Building Account.  
LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, presented the Board of Selectmen with two Public Service Pole licenses to 
be signed, one on Route 13 and the other on Jewett Road.  Both poles were 40' poles replacing 35' 
poles.


Selectmen signed both pole licenses.  
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 


Building Department:


Ken Swayze, Chairman, Dunbarton Planning Board, asked what was going on regarding the 
personnel at the Planning and Zoning Department.  Stated that the administrative position is very 
helpful to both the Planning Board and the Zoning Board.  If you cut the hours back during the 
week, it 
would make it difficult for people who want to get permits, etc.   What happens to us  
(Planning and Zoning) when we need her during the middle of a day she has to take off?  Stated that 
some of these duties were not included with her position when she was originally hired.   These 
projects are taking time away from Planning and Zoning.  

Selectmen stated they had been going over the Planning and Zoning employee's job description and 
classification as to whether it was to be a salaried position or an hourly position.  


For the time being, they are requesting she work only a 40 hour work week, taking hours off during


the week when she has night meetings.   They have suggested the possibility of taking Thursday 
afternoons off if it looks like she will be going over 40 work hours.  

Ron Wanner noted the Selectmen were considering putting in a overtime budget line for the 
Transfer Station, Highway Department, and Building Department in the 2012 budget.    Until that 
time, they would be keeping the hours to 40 hours per week.  

Les Hammond stated that if overtime was worked, it could be paid from the Building Department 
budget as long as the bottom line of the Department does not go over the budgeted amount.  It does 
not have to be a separate line.  This has already done within other departments for years, i.e. the 
Police Department, Highway and Transfer Station.   The important thing is the bottom line of the 
appropriate department.  

Charles Graybill agreed that this was true.  


Other Comments: 


Tax Collector - Computer Issues:

Ron Wanner asked what the status was of the Tax Collector's Computer which recently needed 
updates and repairs because it was running extremely slow.  


Line Comeau reported that the Computer Technician was working on getting the computer 
upgraded, etc.   The cost of upgrading it is probably more than replacing it with a used model which 
he has available.   The used model price is $150 plus installation and installing software.  


Selectmen recommended replacing the Tax Collector's computer with the used model as noted above.  


Computer Committee:  


The question was also asked about the status of the Computer Committee and the survey which the 
Computer Technician would be providing.  


Line Comeau stated the Technician is working on the survey which will include recommendations 
for upgrading Town Office computers with budget figures along with an inventory of existing 
hardware and software.

Compensatory Time Discussion:

There was considerable discussion regarding compensatory time.  According to the Personnel Plan, 
the rules are as follows: 



"6.3 Compensatory Time



Compensatory time is defined as unpaid time earned by an employee for hours worked in 


excess of the normally-scheduled work week or forty (40) hours, whichever is greater.  It will 

be credited at the rate of one and one half (1 1/2) hours for each overtime hour worked.  



Compensatory time will be authorized only under strictly controlled circumstances with 


prior approval of the Department Head.  Compensatory time will not be authorized for the 


completion of regular duties; however, extraordinary work may be offset by compensatory 


time.  Compensatory time may be accrued to a maximum of one (1) normally scheduled 


work week of forty (40) hours, whichever is greater."


The 40 hours compensatory time, if accumulated, is non lapsing at 
the end of the year.   Because 
there is no provision within the Personnel Plan for payment of compensatory time at the end of the 
year, etc.,  it carries over from year to year until it is used or paid upon leaving or retiring,  etc.    It is 
carried as an accrued liability.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 


MOTION: 


Les Hammond made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 







Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary

       _____________________________
Les Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_____________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

