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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2011

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public:


Lori Davis


Laura Larson
Town Officials/Board Members:

Linda Peters, Town Clerk

Barbara McCann, Building Department


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors

Les Hammond, Chairman, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS - BARN EASEMENTS

Barn Easements:


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss 
Barn Easements and recommended steps to take with regard to an application for a Barn Easement. 


Brought up the following items:  


1.  Tim Terragni stated he has spoken with Scott Marsh and he is reviewing the document regarding 
Barn Easements.   He will get back to us by the end of next week.  

2.  In addition, Laura Spector, Mitchell & Bates, (Town Attorney) was the attorney who handled a
                law suit re Barn Easements for the Town of Sandwich.  Tim felt she would be able to give us 
feedback and help him in determining how to handle Barn Easements.  She provided Tim Terragni 

               with an e-mail which was sent April 3, 2008.  


3.  One of the items in the e-mail from Laura Spector stated that the Selectmen are the ones who will 
be executing the 
Easement and not the Board of Assessors.  



a.  The Board of Selectmen will have to sign off on the Barn Easements. 



b.  The Selectmen will be responsible for holding a Public Hearing on each Barn Easement


c.  There are particular guidelines which must be adhered to in considering the applications. 


4.  Tim Terragni stated they have been unable to find the paperwork which was submitted by Tom 

               Englund regarding his Request for a Barn Easement.  Tim has spoken with Tom Englund recently. 


5.  The Englund request is the first request we have received.  


Charles Graybill stated that when he spoke with Tom Englund, he was looking for a 
response/follow-up to his filing for the Barn Easement several years ago.  


6.  The RSA (79:D:5) states that the Barn Easements must be done by the Town.  The Town cannot 
decide not to do it.   


7.  Barns must be at least 75 years old and have got to have an agriculture use.  


8.  Barns must have a "benefit to the public" (public viewing).  


9.  Qualified barns will receive a 25% reduction in taxes.  


10.  Historic District requirement does not apply because Dunbarton does not have a Historic 
District. 


Les Hammond asked Tim to check with Scott Marsh to find out what the Board of Selectmen need to 
do.  How do we make a decision, etc.?  


11.  Each Barn Easement case is unique and must have a separate Public Hearing.  

Statistical Reval: 
Charles Graybill, Selectmen, asked if Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, would be able to contact someone to assure the Town that they would be able to continue doing Statistical Revals every five years instead of a complete full blown Reval.  He stated he would like this in writing.  

Tim Terragni stated that he understood one town has been doing Statistical Revals for ten years with no problems.  

Tim Terragni will speak with Chuck Reese and get something in writing stating Statistical Revals may be completed every five years instead of doing a full blown complete Reval.  

DEPARTMENTS: 

Appointments: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented a list of appointees to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen as follows: 

Name




Committee/Board/Office


Term Expires
Elizabeth Underwood


Assistant Welfare Director

2012 (1 year term)

Jeff Crosby



Town Forest Committee


2014 (3 year term)

Edward White



Town Forest Committee


2014 (3 year term)

Laraine Allen



Historical Awareness Committee

2014 (3 year term)

Leslie G. Hammond


Historical Awareness Committee

2014 (3 year term)

Patrick Bowne



Single Stream Recycling Committee
2012 (1 year term)

Theodore Vallieres


Single Stream Recycling Committee
2012 (1 year term)

Ron Wanner



Selectmen's Rep. Single Stream Com.
2012 (1 year term)

Philip Kimball



Single Stream Recycling Committee
2012 (1 year term)

Peter Hecker



Single Stream Recycling Committee
2012 (1 year term)

Alison Vallieres



Deputy Treasurer


2014 (3 year term)

Jeff Crosby



Highway Safety Committee

2012 (1 year term)

Leslie G. Hammond


Highway Safety Committee

2012 (1 year term)

Debra Donahue-Urella


Overseer of Welfare


2012 (1 year term)

Brett St. Clair



Conservation Commission

2014 (3 year term)

David Nault 



Zoning Board of Adjustment

2014 (3 year term)

Kyle Parker 



Building Inspector


2012 (1 year term)

Jon Wiggin



Assistant Building Inspector

2012 (1 year term)

Wayne Bracy



Zoning Board of Adjustment

2014 (3 year term)

Line Comeau stated she had contacted all of the above and they were willing to serve as noted.  

MOTION: 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint the above appointees as listed with the exception of the Zoning Board of Adjustment which came from a recommendation from the Zoning Board of Adjustment Chairman.  

Selectmen signed all Appointment Slips.  

It was noted that a communication was received from John Trottier, Chairman, Zoning Board of Adjustment that David A. Nault was willing to continue as a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  

In addition, John Trottier noted that Ron Slocum did not want to continue as a Member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and that John Trottier recommended bringing Wayne Bracy up as a Full-Time Member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment to replace Ron Slocum.  

Based on this information, the Selectmen made the following motion: 

MOTION:

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen re-appoint David A. Nault as a full-time member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a term of three years ending in 2014 and also move Wayne Bracy from an Alternate to Full-time member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a term of three years ending in 2014.  The motion was seconded by Ron Wanner.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Revised Welfare Application: 
The proposed Welfare Application was sent to Town Counsel upon recommendation of the Board of Selectmen.  Town Counsel responded with a much simpler application which she felt would be more user friendly for the Town of Dunbarton.  In addition, the Selectmen noted that Town Counsel would be the one defending any welfare issues is needed so they would recommend accepting the Town Counsel Welfare Application.  

Ron Wanner and Charles Graybill, Selectmen, will both review the revised Welfare Application before final acceptance by the Selectmen. 

Potential Change in Budget Line: 
Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that there should be a change in one of the budget lines regarding computers, software, etc. due to the fact that when the budget was drafted there was a possibility of the Town receiving Software at a reduced price due to the fact that we are a municipality.  We have found that this is not the case.  The cost of upgrading Software will be in the vicinity of $2,148 instead of the estimated $600.  
Line Comeau suggested purchasing two Professional Microsoft Office 2010  products for the Building Department and Town Administrator.  The cost for this program is in the neighborhood of $420/work station.  The other stations, Town Clerk,  Deputy Town Clerk, Payroll/Accounts Payable, Tax Collector, Kyle Parker, and Welfare Director would get a lesser Microsoft Office Product i.e. Home Edition 2010,  etc. at a cost of approximately $225/station.    This would bring the price to about $2400.  We only budgeted $600.  

At this point, Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that the Deputy Town Clerk's computer was provided by the State and she didn't know if we could do any upgrading on it.  The Town does not own it.  

In addition, she stated she already has Microsoft Office Professional and would not recommend down grading to a lesser product even if it is newer.  

Charles Graybill asked how much Kyle Parker's and the Welfare Director's computers were used.  Do they justify an upgrade, etc.?

Alison Vallieres stated that she and Line Comeau both have Vista Operating System which has many problems.  She assumed Vista would be upgraded.  Both the Building Department and Town Clerk now have Windows 7 as an operating system.  Don't know what operating system other stations have at this point.  

It is difficult to share files with different software, etc.  

Laura Larson stated that as she remembered the discussion, Vista was one of the operating systems that would be replaced because of problems with it.  

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond stated he wanted all the work stations to have the same software.  

Les Hammond asked Laura Larson if she would be willing to help determine what Software Upgrades should occur for the Town Office.  Laura will work with Jim Michaud, Computer Technician.  
Linda Peters, Town Clerk: 

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that she was ready to go ahead and order the new Voting Booths.  They were quoted at $935.00 and the cost of postage went up a little so the total is $938.71.  She will go ahead and order them. 

Public Comments: 

Lori Davis stated that the Board of Assessors had gone to the Town Attorney on the Barn Application.  Asked if our people are using the Town Attorneys more often that we need to?  

Les Hammond noted that not that they were aware of.   The overall legal cost last year went down significantly from the year before; in fact we reduced the legal budget accordingly.  

Election of Board of Selectmen Chairman: 
MOTION:

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Board of Selectmen elect Leslie G. Hammond as Chairman for the term of April 1, 2011 - April 1, 2012.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Leslie Hammond abstained from the vote. 

Les Hammond stated that he wanted to thank both Charles Graybill and Ron Wanner for stepping up to the plate when he needed the help.  He wanted them to know he appreciated all their help over the past two years.  

At this point in the meeting, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion to go into a Non-Public Executive Session in accordance with RSA 91:A:3 to discuss a personnel issue.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was as follows: 


Hammond - Yes


Graybill - Yes


Wanner - Yes

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

A motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
____________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

