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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond,   Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public:


Laura Larson


Lori Davis


Alan Rockenbach
Town Employees/Board and Committee Members:

Patrick "Woody" Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Rene Ouellet, School Board

Shelley Westenberg, PTO

The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. with Linda Peters, Town Clerk, swearing in Leslie G. Hammond as the newly re-elected member of the Board of Selectmen.  

RENE OUELLET, SCHOOL BOARD: 

Rene Ouellet, Member of the School Board, appeared before the Board to discuss School Board topics, etc. 
as follows: 


Solar Hot Water Panels for School: 


1.  Noted that the Solar Hot Water Panels have been finally installed with a read out of what is being 
produced.  


2.  Noted there were some plumbing and electrical problems which have been addressed.  Included a check 
valve and a few other little problems. 


3.  Our structural engineer was not satisfied with the length of the bolts that were affixed to the roof.  
George Holt will be taking a look at them.  


School Roof Issues:    


1.  Have completed the big project of insulating the underside of the roof and there has been NO leaks this 
year.  There is no other big project for a few years.  


Possible Capital Reserve Fund:

1.  Would like to put some money aside in a Capital Reserve Fund which will focus on the building and the 
septic system.  Otherwise, the year is going well.  


School Staffing: 

1.  Not a lot of turnover in staff this year.  Our principal does a good job of performance reviews, etc.  


Curriculum: 

1. School now has a fully complete technology plan in place.  

2.  Dunbarton consistently comes at the top end of the classes in high school.  


Refrigerator:  

1.   It has been established that the refrigerator was purchased by the PTO.  It is the property of the 
Community Center.  


At this point in the discussion, Shelley Westenberg, Vice President of the PTO, stated that Pat Lackner has 
been using it.  There hasn't been room in it for others because it has been used by the school, etc.  It 
definitely is housing the overflow from the school.  The refrigerator previously in the Teacher's Break 
Room has been taken out and will not be replaced.  


Shelley Westenberg will attend the next School Board Meeting to discuss the refrigerator issue.  


Rene Ouellet stated he will make sure she is on the Agenda for the School Board Meeting.  Shelley 
will look into finding out if there is a possibility of a donation of a refrigerator or some sort of 
discount.    Needs to be 21 - 23 cubic feet.  


School Fire Exits: 

1.  Selectmen noted that the Fire Exits at the windows of the school had considerable snow in front of them.  
Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, has okayed this as long as the snow is below the window level.    Have spoken with 
the Road Agent regarding plowing the snow in front of the windows.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that 
the area would not be conducive to plowing because it would tear up the area, etc..  Would have to hand 
shovel or snow blow the area under the windows if it got too deep, etc.  There was talk of possibly 
paving under the windows to make maintenance easier.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that he would think that the school would have an Escape Plan in 
place.  
Would have to plow the whole area around the school to remove the snow.  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated we should make sure the snow doesn't get above the windows.  
TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the Re-
Val and Barn Easements as follows: 


Re-Val:

1.  Stated that he had spoken with Chuck Reese and it is fine to have another Statistical Reval instead of a 
full Revaluation in five years.  The Statistical Reval is much less intrusive for residents.  Have also checked 
with Scott Marsh and there is no need to have a full Revaluation.  The Statistical Reval is around $40,000 
as compared to a full Revaluation of around $100,000.  Would much rather see the money spent on 
Highway vehicles or fire trucks, etc.  


2.  Noted there are only 12 abatement applications this year.  


Comments from the Board: 

Ron Wanner stated he thought we were told we had to do a full Revaluation in five years.  


Charles Graybill stated maybe it should have been brought to our attention before the Warrant Article was 
written to set aside $20,000.  He stated he would have been in favor of bringing an amendment to Town 
Meeting amending the Article to $10,000 instead of $20,000 if he had known this.  

Tim Terragni stated that he was very busy running a business and being Chairman of the Board of 
Assessors and did not have time to let everyone know.  


Jeff Crosby stated he would not be too concerned because this could very well change within the five year 
period.  


Barn Easements: 

Charles Graybill stated that he was asked at Town Meeting during the vote counting about an application 
which had been submitted for a Barn Easement from Tom Englund.  He wanted to know the status of it, 
etc.  Tom Englund stated he had also made a follow-up request and has heard nothing to date.  

Tim Terragni explained that the Barn Easement was a very complicated issue and the Board of Assessors 
had not pursued it.  He stated he had called Tom Englund and told him this after talking with Charles 
Graybill. 

Les Hammond noted that he understood there are 83 towns in New Hampshire that participate in the Barn 
Easement Program.  Would suggest contacting other towns, etc.   If this is an RSA, we can't say "No".  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated she had found that the Board of Assessors had made a motion in 
2007 re the Barn Easement Program.  

Tim Terragni suggested the following with regard to the Barn Easement Program: 


1.  Would like to have a meeting with Town Counsel, Laura Spectra and/or Joe Lessard attend along with 
Scott Marsh to explain what the process involves.  


Selectmen were not in favor of having Town Counsel involved at this point.   


2.  Tim Terragni will be on the Agenda for the next Selectmen's Meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 
17, 2011 at   7:00 p.m. to discuss Barn Easements.  


Les Hammond, Chairman, requested Line Comeau, Town Administrator to obtain a list of towns 
participating in the Barn Easement Program from NH Municipal Association or Local Government 
Center prior to the Selectmen's Meeting.  


Charles Graybill suggested putting everything relating to the Barn Easement Issue in writing.  
DEPARTMENTS: 




Assistant Welfare Director: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that she and Les Hammond, Selectman, had recently spoken 
with Elizabeth Underwood of Goffstown regarding the Deputy Welfare Director position.  She is willing to 
learn all the aspects of welfare, etc.  She presently works with the Food Pantry and the Salvation Army and 
also works with Deb Urella.  She would be interested in filling the Deputy Welfare Director position for 
Dunbarton.  


At this point, Charles Graybill stated he would have to step down from this decision because he was 
friendly with Mrs. Underwood, etc. and it would be considered a conflict of interest.  


MOTION: 


Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Elizabeth Underwood 
of Goffstown, NH as Deputy Welfare Director.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried by a Majority Vote as follows:   


Hammond - Yes



Wanner - Yes



Graybill - Stepped down from vote
RECREATION COMMISSION: 


Marquee Sign - Town Common:


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented a quote received from Laura Routhier, Recreation 
Commission, for the Marquee sign for the Town Common for over $4,000.  


There was discussion as to whether or not the project should go out to bid or not as follows:  


Charles Graybill felt that the funds were not Town monies if they were taken from the checkbook, etc. 
and would not need to be put out to bid.  Les Hammond stated the sign will be going on Town Property and 
the checkbook is taken care of by the Town Treasurer with the Town of Dunbarton on the check therefore 
felt we should get three quotes in accordance with the Town Policy, etc.    Ron Wanner stated he would 
also recommend that they get three quotes for the Marquee sign because it is associated with the Town of 
Dunbarton.  


Everett Dam Road - Snow Plowing:

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that the Town had received an e-mail commending the Highway 
Department/Road Agent for the snow plowing this year and that they were very happy with the Road 
Agent.    Copied to the Road Agent.  


Highway Department: 

Selectmen asked Road Agent when he would like to schedule a Public Hearing for Road Construction 
Projects for the year.    Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he would like to put it off until sometime in April. 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk:  

Linda Peters, Town Clerk,, presented Appointment paperwork for Selectmen's signature for the following 
appointees to the Recreation Commission as voted at last week's Selectmen's Meeting: 



Carrie Letellier



Karen Harris



William Westenberg



William Johnson



Mark Wamser



Laura Routhier


Selectmen signed all Appointments.  


Highway Department: 

Purchase of Stainless Steel Sander:


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he would like the Selectmen's approval to go ahead with the purchase of a 
new sander which was included within the Highway Department's 2011 budget.  He also wanted 
permission to trade in the old sander towards the purchase price of the new one.   Would like to purchase 
locally because of availability of parts, etc.  


Selectmen gave him the approval to go ahead and start the process of purchasing the new stainless 
steel sander as requested.  

Compressor Repairs:  


Noted that the Highway Department had purchased the part to repair the Compressor instead of purchasing 
a new compressor.  Parts were delivered and installed by Alan Sheldon.  The air compressor was purchased 
in 1992 and the Highway Department is not the type of shop where you need two or three people using the 
tools, etc. so felt it was in the best interest of the Town to repair instead of buying new. 


Weight Limit Signs on Town Roads: 

Stated that Weight Limit Signs have been posted on all Town Roads.  The limit is 12 tons.  


Linda Peters, Town Clerk re SB 156:


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, noted that SB 156 which would allow Auto Dealers to do registrations would be 
having a Public Hearing on Friday, March 11,  2011 at 9:00 am in Room 100.   She stated that the Town 
Clerks Association would not be taking a stand on the bill, either for or against.  


She stated she felt that if the bill passed, it would involve more work for Town Clerks in checking to make 
sure Towns received correct monies, etc.  from the Dealers.  In addition, what happens if a Dealer goes 
bankrupt?
Comments from the Public: 

Laura Larson asked if there had been any follow up regarding the Police Cruiser lease from 2009.  
Asked if anything had been clarified as to a policy, etc. 

Charles Graybill stated that he had spoken with the Police Chief and everything has been clarified.  Next time a lease comes up; it will be in the Town Warrant as an Article.  The Police Chief dropped his request for a replacement cruiser this year and will be coming in for a replacement next year.  We recently received an inspection report for the 2002 Ford Explorer stating that it needs major repairs before passing inspection. 

Lori Davis asked if we allowed Departments to dispose of any capital investments without coming to the Board of Selectmen first.  This is part of the reason that we are asking.  What the Police did is still disposal of property without coming to the Board of Selectmen.  What happens when a department replaces tools such as a drill, etc.  
Ron Wanner stated we should probably have a dollar value that an item has to be before coming to the Board of Selectmen for permission to dispose, etc.  

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn into a Non-Public Executive Session in accordance with RSA 91: A: 3 at 8:25 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue regarding the Transfer Station.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with the following roll call vote: 


Hammond - Yes


Graybill - Yes


Wanner - Yes

NO MOTIONS WERE MADE DURING THE NON-PUBLIC EXECUTIVE SESSION.
There being no further business the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 9:10 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
____________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

