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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2011

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public:


Lori Davis


Willem Wamser


Gail Martel, arrived later
Town Officials/Board Members:

Linda Peters, Town Clerk


John Stevens, Energy Committee


Mark Wamser, Recreation Committee


Lara Routhier, Recreation Committee


Donna Dunn, John Stark Scenic Byway Committee, arrived later

Ted Vallieres, Single Stream Recycling Committee

JOHN STEVEN, ENERGY COMMITTEE:  
John Stevens, Energy Committee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen with an update on the Solar Grant as follows:  

1.  Noted that he originally had planned to request the Selectmen's approval to go ahead and sign the official project completion form and process the paperwork for the final payment.  

2.  Stated that Jeff Trexler, Engineer, went up into the attic and looked at the mounting.  He is not satisfied as to what was done.  Basically, the lag bolts that mount into the 2" x 6" are not long enough.  The specifications call for 3" lag bolts.  The screws must be at least 3" long in order to carry the load on the truss.  
3.  Mentioned the possibility of having George Holt replace the bolts with 3" lag bolts to meet the specs, etc.
Selectmen questioned as to if someone other than Dawn Solar did this, how would this effect the guarantee on the installation by Dawn Solar?  Would they be responsible "down the road" if something went wrong in the future?

4.  If Jeff Trexler signs off on the lag bolts and Fred Mullen signs off on the plumbing, will we be all set to sign off?  

Selectmen noted that once the project is closed out, it will be difficult to find anyone to work on anything.  

Selectmen suggested doing a "punch list" and let them know we cannot give them any more money until they are finished.  Would not take that long to change the lag bolts.  

Geothermal Grants:

John Stevens mentioned that he recently sent a Grant Opportunity for Geo Thermal to Les Hammond/Town Offices.  That could help with thoughts re Geo Thermal, etc.  PSNH will give you $7,500 and the Federal Government will kick in a third of the cost.  In addition, Les Hammond will talk with Brent Soule.  
Energy Conference:
John Stevens noted there is a PSNH Energy Conference scheduled for Saturday, April 2, 2011; 9 am - 4:30 p.m.  He will be attending.  Les Hammond is considering also attending.  Cost is $35/person.  
MARK WAMSER, LARA ROUTHIER, RECREATION COMMITTEE: 

Mark Wamser and Lara Routhier, Recreation Committee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of putting up a Marquee sign on the Town Common as follows:

1.    They had presented a draft of the proposed Marquee which they would like the Selectmen to review along with a plan showing the proposed location on the Town Common.  

2.  Lara Routhier stated that she had contacted Jim Viddus, Swanzey, NH to give them a draft of the marquee sign.  She stated he had done the one for the Town of Swanzey.  There are several different options available.  

3.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, has offered to do the excavating at no cost.  

4.  Tiffany Dodd and the Library Trustees will be able to contribute along with Donna Dunn, Coordinator of the Bandstand Committee, etc.  

5.  It has been established that we do not need to go before the Zoning Board because this is a Town Sign, etc. 

Ron Wanner asked if there were any requirements for contacting the State DOT about putting up the sign.  Does the State have to tell us where the right of way is?  We need to know how far off the road it should be.  
Les Hammond, Chairman, noted that Route 13 is a 4 rod road in the center of Town.  

6.  Asked if the single sign presently there could be moved?  Don't want too much signage on the Common.  

7.  Noted before they make any commitments, would like the Selectmen to sign off on the location and the sign, etc.    Will put ribbons or some markings where the proposed sign would be located.  

8.  Mark Wamser will check with the State to find out if they have any jurisdiction on State roads, etc.  

9.  Need to determine a way of how decisions will be made as to what will be put on the sign.  If there is ever a conflict, how do we make a decision as to who will have priority, etc.  

10.  Who is going to control what is going on the sign?  

11.  Where will letters be stored?  Possibly at the Town Office.  

12.  Would not be a lighted sign. 

13.  Base Price was $3,200. 

Comments from the Public: 
Donna Dunn asked what kind of material the sign would be made from.   Noted that the school sign that is presently there is rotting away at the soil line.  Should make sure that the posts are specially treated to avoid this.  Will there be a plastic sheet in front of it?  Where will the letters be stored?  Noted there is the possibility of having a lock box directly mounted to the underside of the sign to store the letters.  Then someone who is authorized could change the lettering at any time, etc.   Noted that it was in the Mission Statement of the Town Common Project to make things much more visible.  Asked if there would be a logo on the sign.  Possibility of John Stark Byway logo which is presently being worked on. 
It was noted that it would be vinyl encased.   The posts in the ground will be sunk in for 3 feet below grade.
Recreation Committee, Other Items:
Community Center:

Mark Wamser stated that according to Michele at the school, you have to sign up two weeks in advance for booking the Community Center.   If within the two week period, it isn't signed up, it will be available for all.  Need to work this system out. 

Refrigerator:

Les Hammond stated that the refrigerator that is not working belongs to the PTO.  Will contact Rene Ouellet about replacing the refrigerator, etc.  Don't know if we can't get it replaced prior to Town Meeting.  
Appointees for Recreation Committee: 

Lara Routhier/Mark Wamser presented the following names to be on the Recreation Committee: 


Carrie Letellier


Karen Harris


William Westenberg


William Johnson

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint the following as members of the Dunbarton Recreation Committee with a term ending March 2012.  

Carrie Letellier


Karen Harris


William Westenberg


William Johnson

Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Lara Routhier and Mark Wamser both stated they would like suggestions about other types of activities which they could pursue besides children related.  They did say the Concerts on the Common would be pursued.  
Asked if they could go ahead and give the vendor the go ahead for the sign.  Money would be taken from the checkbook of $14,000.  Would like to be able to build up the checkbook so they could make a large purchase such as a pool, etc.  They will be buying bleaches, the sign and potentially the fireworks from this fund.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Cable Service to Dunbarton:

Les Hammond reported that he had spoken with Fairpoint and Comcast regarding cable.  It is very unlikely after his conversations with both that Dunbarton will ever get cable service.  Dunbarton has 49 miles of road to cover and it would not be cost effective.  Need to get in touch with Senator and Representatives, etc.  

He noted the new tower will not be doing Dunbarton any good.  

Assistant Welfare Director: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, noted that Deb Urella, Welfare Director, is looking for a volunteer for Assistant Welfare Director to cover her when she is on vacation.  Deb has contacted one person who might be interested and Line Comeau will interview her.  

CPR Class:

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, noted there will be a CPR Class scheduled for Wednesday, March 16, 2011 in am and pm which will be taught by Mark Lang.  All who are interested in attending should sign up ahead with Line. 

Town Report:
Les Hammond stated that Line Comeau, Town Administrator, had done a good job on the Town Report and should be commended.  

Town Meeting: 

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, reported that arrangements are in place for setting up for Town Meeting.  Fred Mullen, Moderator, is working on the Pakistan visitors welcome.  Patrick Bowne will be setting up the voting booths on Monday, March 7.    Ron Slocum has got names for the checklist, etc.  Selectmen will work at the Town Meeting in shifts.  They are only five absentee ballots.  

Public Comments: 
Lori Davis asked if there was an RSA that says when Town Reports are to be in the residents' hands.  Stated she knew of at least 50 people who have not received them yet.  Asked if we could get them done a little earlier so they could be sent out sooner.

Line Comeau stated that the RSA states they will be available within seven (7) days from Town Meeting.  Even though some of them were not delivered, they are still available at the Town Office and on-line.   The problem is she has to wait for the school's reports to be put in, etc.  They do not provide them until after their Budget Hearing, etc.  The printer needs two weeks to print.  

SB 156:
Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that SB 156, the bill allowing New Hampshire Dealers to register vehicles will have a Public Hearing on Friday, March 11, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. if anyone would like to attend. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 8:15 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
____________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman
