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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2011

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond,   Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public:


Laura Larson


Lori Davis


Charles "Chuck" Williamson


Ron Boynton


Fred Dion


Walter Norris, Representing Fred Dion


Diane Zeller

Town Officials: 


John Stevens, Energy Committee


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Ken Swayze, Chairman, Planning Board


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Ed White, Kuncanowet Town Forest Committee


Ron Jarvis, Kuncanowet Town Forest Committee


Mark Wamser, Recreation Committee, arrived at 8:00 p.m. 

7:00 P.M. - FRED DION (DRIVEWAY ACCESS) 


Fred Dion appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss his obtaining a Building Permit for a building 
on his property off a Class VI road. 


1.   Stated he was not building a dwelling off a Class VI road, only a barn/garage.  He stated he would like 
to get access to the Class VI road.  This garage can be an out building in the back of the house.  He said he 
didn't need the access but would like to be able to use the road.  Stated this building would give the Town 
more tax dollars.

Charles Graybill asked what the size of the building would be. 


Mr. Dion stated it would be 30' x 24' garage.  Not trying to put a home on a Class VI road.  It meets 
the criteria for a Building Permit.  Setbacks are not a problem.  Would like to get access to the Class 
VI road.

2.  Stated that presently loggers are using the road to access a logging job on the Stuhr property.  There are 
large logging trucks, etc. that can damage the culvert.  These would do more damage than my small truck, 
etc.

At this point in the meeting, Walter Norris, Consultant for Fred Dion, stated that this is a lot of record on a 
Class VI road.  You cannot deny him a Building Permit.  You can't stop him from using it because it is 
open to the public.  If the Town says you can do that but you have to upgrade the road......  You don't want 
to do that.  The minute you tell him that he has to do anything to the road, it becomes Class V status.  If 
the Road Agent goes down and as much as fills a pot hole, it becomes the Town's responsibility.  Stated 
that he used to for work for the Town of Pembroke, etc.  The minute you deny access to a lot on a Class VI 
road, that individual can sue the Town because he is being taxed for it.  There is an approved plan with 
setbacks.  You can't deny him access through a Class VI road.  You can't stop a person from doing logging, 
agricultural, or farming.  If he wants to access any of his property on a Class VI road, you can't stop him.  
He can build within these setbacks.  The Building Inspector erred by not giving him a Building Permit.  I 
think you should look into that a little further.  He does have a lot of record.  He doesn't have to build a 
driveway to the building.  You can't stop someone from going down there and putting in a garden, etc.  A 
Class VI is that you pass at your own risk.  
Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that there are certain things you can do for fire purposes and emergency, etc.  on a Class VI road.  We have been through this many times.  Stated there are other issues such as the Ordinance, etc. that must be adhered to.  The access for a building has to be on a Class V road according to the Road Procedure which the Selectmen developed.   
Public Comments: 
Ken Swayze stated that he agreed with Mr. Norris.  RSA 236 states that the Planning Board regulates driveways.  They refer to the Selectmen's Office or the Road Agent.  In the State of New Hampshire, you are required to get a driveway cut if you start using it as a vehicular access.  Stated he felt Mr. Dion should go through the process where this requires comments from the Planning Board and see what happens.  The process says what should or should not happen.  
Mr. Dion stated that the logging trucks are driving up and down.  You are not making them replace the culvert.  

Les Hammond referred to the Ordinance.  Stated it is the access we are talking about.  He can access the property off the Class V road.  

Ken Swayze stated that this is a Town owned road.  If the Town has to perform maintenance, they are the only entity that can bring it back to the Class V status.  Farmers and loggers can use the road as a Class VI status.  You need a driveway cut to utilize the Class VI road.  The Town cannot make him replace the culvert.  This is not the forum to do this.  This law is open to interpretation.  There is also a piece of Town owned property off the Class VI road which is used for recreation purposes.  

Mr. Dion can apply for a Building Permit with access off a Class V road.  (Tucker Hill Road)   The Selectmen agreed that this would be possible.  The Ordinance prohibits building access off a Class VI road but Mr. Dion can access the proposed garage from Tucker Hill Road and show it on the Certified Plot Plan submitted to the Building Department.  

KUNCANOWET TOWN FOREST COMMITTEE   - ED WHITE AND RON JARVIS

Ed White and Ron Jarvis, Kuncanowet Town Forest Committee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of setting up a Reverse Trust as follows: 


1.  Stated they had a recent timber sale on the property and were able to make some money to cover the 
mowing expenses related to the property.  Noted they would have about $18,000 from the timber harvest.  

2.  Would like to put this into a non-lapsing fund in Kuncanowet Town Forest's name.   


Les Hammond, Chairman, referred to RSA 36-A: 5 as follows: 


36-A: 5. Appropriations Authorized. 



I.  A town or city, having established a conservation commission as authorized by RSA 36-A: 2, may appropriate money as deemed necessary for the purpose of this chapter.  The whole or any part of money so appropriated in any year and any gifts of money received pursuant to RSA 36-A:4 may be placed in a conservation fund and allowed to accumulate from year to year.  Money may be expended from said fund by the conservation commission for the purposes of this chapter without further approval of the town meeting: 


II. The town treasurer, pursuant to RSA 41:29 shall have custody of all moneys in the conservation fund and shall pay out the same only upon order of the conservation commission.  The disbursement of conservation funds shall be authorized by a majority of the conservation commission.  Prior to the use of such funds for the purchase of any interest in real property, the conservation commission shall hold a public hearing with notice in accordance with RSA 675:7. 


III. In the municipality that has adopted the provisions of RSA 79-A: 25, II, the specified percentage of the revenues received pursuant to RSA 79-A shall be placed in the conservation fund.  

Selectmen suggested that this be a separate account from the Conservation Commission account and that the Trustees of the Kuncanowet Town Forest be responsible for expenditures, etc.  and not the Conservation Commission...
Les Hammond, Chairman, also referred to another RSA 35-95-h Revolving Funds as follows: 

I.  A town may, by vote of the legislative body, establish a revolving fund.  Each revolving fund shall be limited to one of the following purposes: 


(a)  Facilitating or encouraging recycling as defined in RSA 149-M:4; 


(b) Providing ambulance services; 


(c)  Providing public safety services by municipal employees or volunteers outside of the ordinary detail of such persons, including but not limited to public safety services in connection with special events, highway construction, and other construction projects; 


(d) Creating affordable housing and facilitating transactions relative thereto: 


(f) Financing of energy conservation and efficiency and clean energy improvements by participating property owners in an energy efficiency and clean energy district established pursuant to RSA 53-F.  
Selectmen agreed that the Kuncanowet Town Forest Committee should set up a separate non-lapsing account from funds generated from the timber harvest operation for the purpose of maintenance of the Kuncanowet property including the mowing of the fields as required by the deed from the Fogg’s.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Commercial Trash Hauler, Ron Boynton:

Ron Boynton, Commercial Trash Hauler, appeared before the Board to discuss hauling of commercial trash to the Transfer Station as follows: 


1.  Stated he had physical health problems during the last several weeks and had been in the hospital.  He 
had been unable to bring his trash to the Transfer Station.  


2.  Stated he had taken the trash elsewhere and had it put away properly.  Brought two loads to the Transfer 
Station yesterday.  Were able to unload most of it but could not get it all off.  


3.  Stated he has one lung collapsed and the other on its way out.  Is on oxygen.  


Selectmen asked if he had help to continue his trash removal, etc. 


Ron Boynton stated that from now on, he will be doing the driving and he will have helpers doing the 
unloading and picking up, etc.  Will be coming in to the Transfer Station on the usual schedule on 
Tuesday.


Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that he was sure that the Board and Woody will work with him.  Asked 
that he keep us informed and let us know the status.    

Other Departments: 
Energy Audit - Town Offices:

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that the Selectmen had requested that Department heads bring in their suggestions for necessary building improvements for discussion. 

1.  Les Hammond stated he had contacted Herve Verville regarding the painting and condition of the Town Hall.  Want to determine the status of mold and mildew on the Town Hall.  Suggested the possibility of painting one side a year of the Town Hall instead of doing it all at once.  It was noted that the Town used to do this.  

2.  Energy Audit showed various ways that the Town Offices could save energy such as weather strips on doors, etc. along with various other measures.  


Selectmen agreed that Kyle Parker, Building Maintenance, could do these projects at a reasonable 
cost.  

3.  It was noted that the heating system in the Town Offices and a new telephone system were a high priority for building improvements.  

John Stevens, Energy Committee:  
John Stevens, Energy Committee reported that there is a list for the Town Offices Energy Audit also.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated he had looked at the School with the Solar Panels and two or three are covered with snow.  Wanted to know if this would affect their operation.  

John Stevens stated that most of the time, they will melt off and clear.  If it is a long cloudy day period, it can build up.  The company is coming back during school vacation to fixes the plumbing issue and fire it up.  

John Stevens stated the school is agreeable to taking a roof rake to it if need be.  The school will not be charging the Town for this.  

Les Hammond noted the Town would be able to take care of the smaller items mentioned in the Energy Audit for the Town Offices which were pointed out in the audit.  Need to correct the heating system and duct system first.  

Warrant Articles for Town Meeting: 
Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented the Town Warrants for Town Meeting to be signed by the Selectmen. 

The Selectmen reviewed the Warrants and noted the following with regard to Town Meeting: 


Warrant Article for Town Budget - Presented by Les Hammond, Chairman


Warrant Article for Fire Department Pagers - Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief


Warrant Article for Reval Monies to be set aside - Tim Terragni, Board of Assessors


Warrant Article for Town Forest monies - Ed White, Town Forest Committee


Warrant Article for Highway Department vehicle set aside monies - Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

Salt, Sanding and Winter Plowing Budget 2011: 
Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented figures of expenditure for the Highway Department for this year's Salt, Sanding and Winter Plowing as compared to last year. 






2010 


2011
Winter-Ind. Contractors


  7,943.50

25,980.00

Winter-Road Salt


19,062.77

   8,104.61

Winter-Sand



12,538.00


-

TOTALS


39,544.2


34,084.61

The Selectmen noted that we actually have spent less money this year than last year on Winter Maintenance. 

Pole License: 
Linda Peters, Town Clerk, presented a Pole License for Selectmen's signature for Old Fort Lane. 

Selectmen signed Pole License.  
MARK WAMSER, RECREATION COMMITTEE: 

Mark Wamser, Recreation Committee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the $14,000 which is in the separate checkbook.  

The Selectmen told him that the money put into the General Fund for Recreation must be spent before the checkbook because the Town money lapses at the end of the year.  

Fireworks:

Mark Wamser stated they were still not sure if they wanted to spend the $2,500 for Fireworks out of the separate checkbook account.   Selectmen noted that if the Recreation Committee decides not to pay for the Fireworks for Old Home Day out of the checkbook account, they need to discuss it.  
At budget time, the Selectmen took the $2,500 out of the Recreation monies and told the Recreation Committee that the Fireworks for Old Home Day should be taken from the checking account.  

Mark Wamser stated they didn't even know they had a checkbook until last month.  They are still deciding what to do with the funds. 

Sign on Town Common:

Mark Wamser stated they are discussing putting a signage up on the Common.  It is presently very labor intensive for the Recreation Committee to communicate with the Town, etc.  We would like to utilize some of the money in the checkbook for this sign. The sign would be very tastefully done like a "marque" sign.  Noted that it would be good if the Recreation Committee could utilize the Web Site for Dunbarton more than presently.  

Ron Wanner mentioned that the Information Sign for Bow was completely done as an Eagle Scout Project at no cost to the Town.   This could be a possibility.  

Need Members: Mark Wamser stated they want to make a plea that they need more members.  There are presently only two not counting Jacques Belanger.  
Gym Use: 
Mary Wamser stated that with regard to the gym use, it is available for other groups every Friday evening.  Presently, it is never used.  Wanted to know if they could schedule it for basketball practice.  Selectmen noted that this was the way the schedule was set up.  Felt that possibly people did not know that the gym was available on Friday evenings.  Mark Wamser felt there could be issues with providing insurance, etc. with yoga groups, etc.  Asked how far out could he schedule the use of the gym for basketball for a Friday evening. 

Checkbook Account:
Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he noticed the checkbook account is still increasing instead of decreasing. 

Mark Wamser stated there are still outstanding bills to be paid for trophies and referees, etc. from this account.  
Comments from the Public: 
Lori Davis stated that this checkbook issue has been going on for some time.  There is an account that they are putting money in that no one knew about and they had no authority to have.  The Recreation Committee works with mostly people who have children.  The fireworks are something that everyone in Town can see and enjoy.  We are paying taxes for the Recreation Committee.  It seems to be really unfair.  When you have an account with the amount of money in it and you are not taking care of what you collect, you don't need to continue it on and on.  Goffstown is just starting to charge for their sports details.  I am concerned that we have built up such a nest egg.  Very concerned about this account.  
At this point in the meeting, Linda Peters, Town Clerk, requested a Non-Public Session to discuss a Personnel Issue. 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into Non-Public Session in accordance with RSA 91-A: 3 to discuss a Personnel Issue at 8:10 p.m.   Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a Roll Call Vote as follows: 


Hammond - Yes


Wanner - Yes


Graybill - Yes

There were no motions made at the Non-Public Session.  

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion to adjourn the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen's meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres










Recording Secretary

_______________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_________________________________

Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


___________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman
