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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2010

DUNBARTON TOWN OFFICES

1:15 p.m. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held a meeting at the above time, date and place with Chairman Les Hammond presiding in order to set the Tax Rate for the year 2010.  The following were present: 


Les Hammond, Chairman, Board of Selectmen


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary


Sandra Champagne, DRA

Town/SAU Staff: 

Linda Peter, Town Clerk

Ray LaBore, SAU #19

Members of the Public: 

Charles "Chuck" Williamson


Lori Davis


Ralph Fellbaum

At the start of the meeting, a letter from Charles Williamson was read into the record as follows: 


”October 6, 2010


Dunbarton Board of Selectmen


Town of Dunbarton


1011 School House Road


Dunbarton, NH 03046


Re:  Revaluation of the Town of Dunbarton


Dunbarton BOS: 


I am formally filing this request in protest of the taxation methods of the Town of 


Dunbarton.  I am requesting that the setting of the tax rate be delayed due to the fact that


the Revaluation was conducted in a manner, which created a total disproportionate 
assessment of the Town of Dunbarton. 


The assessors chose to decrease values on land and homes by 8-15%, but did not decrease the 
values on barns, detached garages, outbuildings, or yard items (such as driveways).  Those 
items values remained the same as they were in the 2005 Revaluation, which is neither 
possible nor fair. 

When a piece of property is sold at a lower price, the value of everything on that property 
should decrease proportionately -- not just homes and land.  Any taxpayer who happens to 
have a substantial amount of their property falling into the category of OUTBUILDINGS and 
YARD ITEMS are going to be at a disadvantage until this egregiously flawed method of 
assessing is terminated and the appropriate assessing methodology is applied and the 
Dunbarton Town Revaluation is corrected.  The above taxpayers will be the ones paying a 
disproportionate tax, which is unlawful under state law. 


DRA should not set the tax rate for any Town where the total town assessment is substantially 
in error. 


Concerned Taxpayer


Chuck Williamson"
Discussion:

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen stated that the letter would be addressed by the Board of Assessors at their meeting on Tuesday, October 19, 2010, and that the Tax Rate would be set today as planned.  The Selectmen stated that John Hatfield, Assessor,  along with Chuck Reese, DRA, will be present at the Board of Assessors meeting to provide information as to what has transpired and how.  Two individuals from the State are in agreement that we have done a proper assessment.   Chuck Williamson will be able to express his concerns to them at that time.  

Chuck Williamson expressed concerns that if this does go into a more complicated situation, what about all the requests for abatements, etc.   The Selectmen stated that there is nothing that says people can't come in and ask for an abatement.  
Setting the Tax Rate Process:

Sandra Champagne, DRA, presented an unofficial copy of the spread sheet used to determine the 2010 Tax Rate.  (attached)   She went over the revenues with the Board of Selectmen to determine there would be no changes from her figures.  Some of the new revenue figures were as follows: 


Meals and Rooms 

$115,631



Highway Block Grant

$ 87,867


Flood Control


$ 68,384
Sandra Champagne, DRA, went over the Warrant Articles which were passed at the 2009 Town Meeting which included the Ambulance for $130,000 (of which $100,000 was already set aside in a Special Fund derived from ambulance charge) and $50,000 for New England Power Legal costs.
There was discussion about the Town Forest Account.  Selectmen will forward a copy of the Trust, etc. to DRA.  
It was noted that SAU #19 has returned monies to the Town of Dunbarton.  

Sandra Champagne, DRA, stated that Dunbarton is retaining less than the recommended balance.  Amount retained for emergencies is $282,089. 
Sandra Champagne, DRA, stated she would be e-mailing the final Tax Rate instead of faxing as in the past.  

Lori Davis asked what the Town would use the money they are holding back for.  

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the recommendation of DRA of a Tax Rate for Dunbarton of $20.503, or whatever it rounds off to, for 2010.   (May change a penny or two)  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made:
MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen to set the 2010 Tax Rate at 2:05 p.m.    Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 







Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
____________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

