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         DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH 25, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Dunbarton Board/Staff Members:


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Patrick "Woody" Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning Department


John Trottier, Chairman, Zoning Board of Adjustment

Members of the Public:


Lori Davis


Charles "Chuck" Williamson


Lara Larson

Brent Sowle


Stanley Sowle


Gayle Sowle


Brent Sowle's Fiancée
JON WIGGIN, FIRE CHIEF AND BRENT SOWLE:  NAMING OF ROAD


Brent Sowle, Brent's Fiancée', Stanley Sowle, and Gayle Sowle appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the naming of the road where their new home will be located.  Brent Sowle stated that they would prefer not to have the name "Holmes Road".  He made the following suggestions: 


1.  Rock Mountain Road


2.  Black Locust Road


3.  Sowle Road


At this point, Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated he would like to make a statement regarding the naming of the road/driveway, etc.  He stated that he would not agree with Black Locust Road because there is already Black Brook Road and did not want to create any confusion for 911.  The present name of the road is Old Mills Hill Road and this could be confused with Mills Hill and Old Mill Brook Road in the event of a 911 call.  He had proposed Homes Road.  Stated it was up to the Selectmen.  As long as the proposed name of the road is not in conflict with another road, it is alright with him.

Brent Sowle stated that his preference for a name would be Sowle Road.  

Selectmen's Discussion:  

Ron Wanner, Selectman, stated he did not have any particular objection to anything.   In the past, developers have named roads, etc.   


Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he would prefer it stay Holmes Road because it would be less confusing for 911.  


Les Hammond noted that the Sowle family had purchased the land in the 1930's and he felt Sowle Road would be alright with him.  

MOTION:  

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen name what now is the remainder of Old Mills Hill Road to Sowle Road.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

APPOINTMENTS:  

The following list of appointments/re-appointments for the Town of Dunbarton was submitted by the Town Clerk:
Les Hammond, Chairman, read the appointments/reappointments as follows:  


Building Inspector – Kyle Parker – Term ending 2011

Assistant Building Inspector – Jonathan Wiggin – 2011

Conservation Commission:


Melicien Gendron – 2011 - (changed from alternate to member)


George Holt, alternate – 2011 – (changed from member to alternate)


James Stone – 2012 – (changed from alternate to member)


Matthew Lavey, alternate – 2012 – (changed from member to alternate)


Ronald Jarvis – 2013


Stanley Sowle – 2013


Margaret Watkins, Alternate – 2013

Emergency Management Director – Jonathan Wiggin - 2011

Energy Committee:


George Holt – 2013


Dan VanKalken – 2013

Highway Safety Committee (one year terms):


Jeff Crosby


Christopher D. Connelly


Jonathan Wiggin

Historical Awareness Committee:


Rebecca Rolke – 2012


Donna Dunn – 2013


Betty Ann Noyes – 2013


William Rolke – 2013

Overseer of Welfare – Donna Meuse - 2011

Deputy Overseer of Welfare – Debra Urella - 2011

Perambulator of the Town Lines – Frederick J. Mullen - 2017

Planning Board:


Michael Poirier – 2013


James Marcou – 2013

Recreation Commission (one year terms):


Jacques Belanger


Lara Routhier


Carol Sue Sanchez


Mark Wamser

Single Stream Recycling Committee (one year terms):


Patrick Bowne


James Cotter


Ralph Fellbaum


Peter Hecker


Mark Kilmister

Ron Wanner (Selectmen's Representative)
Deputy Tax Collector – Line Comeau – 2013

Town Forest Committee:


Ronald Jarvis – 2013


Frederick J. Mullen – 2013

Zoning Board of Adjustment:


Alison Vallieres – 2013


Wayne Bracy, alternate - 2013

After discussion, the following motion was made, seconded and passed:

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept and appoint the appointment/reappointments as read.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 2.  Selectmen to be appointed as representative to the:

· Highway Safety Committee

· Planning Board

· Single Stream Recycling Committee

2) Need to research the following: 

· Who appoints the Emergency Management Director?

· Who appoints the Health Officer?

Who appoints reps to the Concord Regional Solid Waste/Resource?
The Selectmen reached a consensus for the following representatives to Committees: 

Highway Safety Committee - Les Hammond

Planning Board - Les Hammond
Single Stream Recycling Committee - Ron Wanner

Who appoint the Emergency Management Director?  Noted that Selectmen appoint the Emergency Management Director.  Jon Wiggin agreed to serve as the Emergency Management Director.   Jon Wiggin
Who appoints the Health Officer?  Noted that the Selectmen appoint the Health Officer. 

Kyle Parker, Health Officer and Jon Wiggin, Assistant Health Officer. 

Who appoints reps to the Concord Regional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery Coop?  Noted that the Selectmen appoint the reps to Concord Regional Solid Waste/Resource Recover Coop?  Patrick Bowne and Ron Wanner

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Withdrawal of Utility Assessment Appeal - National Grid:

Les Hammond, Chairman, reported that National Grid, aka New England Power, has withdrawn their appeal for the utility assessment.  Have a call into George Sansoucy to get his input.  

Monday, April 26, 2010 - General John Stark Day:  

Les Hammond reported that there will be things going on in New Boston and Goffstown.  Fred Mullen will be working on these possible things for Dunbarton.  Possibility of some sort of re-enactment by the Sons of the American Revolution at the Caleb Stark statue in Dunbarton on General John Stark Day, Monday, April 26, 2010.  

Historical Awareness Committee: 

Tiffany Dodd showed a newspaper clipping where New Boston was receiving $400,000 in grant monies through stimulus monies for their Town Hall.  

DEPARTMENTS:  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented the following items for discussion/action: 

1.  Attorney/Legal Bid:  

Stated that she had been in contact with our present legal firm which we have had since 2006.  They have not increased their rates.  They will continue with the same rates.  Would suggest keeping them on because of the pending legal suits, etc. 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen continue the contract with Mitchell Municipal Group as Town Legal Counsel.  Charles Graybill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2.  Public Restrooms 

Les Hammond, Chairman, read the following statement from the Joint Loss Management Committee: 

Committee:  Joint Loss Management Committee       Meeting - March 23, 2010 

Date:  March 24, 2010

Recommendation Number:  2010-001

The Committee recommends the following: 

The Dunbarton Town Office, Dunbarton Public Library and Dunbarton Police Department are the three (3) town Buildings that should have public restroom facilities available when staffed and open. 

The Highway Garage, Fire Department and Transfer Station should not have public restroom facilities available.  These town buildings should post on the entrance doors "Authorized Personnel Only" and it should also be noted on the building entrance door "No Public Restrooms".  

Selectmen Discussion: 

Ron Wanner asked who makes the decision as to who is authorized to enter the facilities. 

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that it should be the person responsible for  the buildings, i.e. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent or designee, Highway Garage,  Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief or designee, and Patrick Bowne or designee, Transfer Station would be the person who would make the decision as to who would be allowed to use the bathrooms.  

Charles Graybill and Ron Wanner agreed with this.  

Ron Wanner stated that he would want this information as part of the record and the minutes relating to the access to the facilities etc.  

Barbara McCann, Planning and Zoning, stated that all buildings have certain restricted areas that are blocked off from the public.  I have to make a judgment call when repairmen, etc. want access to the restricted area.  This would be the same situation.  

If it is an emergency situation, the person responsible can grant a member of the public to access the facility and be escorted to the bathroom, etc.  

Lori Davis asked if this would include families and kids? 

Les Hammond stated that he felt it is up to the person in charge of the buildings to make that decision and to do it responsibly.   They need to use common sense.  
Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that the Joint Loss Committee recommended the policy as stated for town buildings that were not ADA compliant and also noted that the Police Department will need to add hand rails in order to become ADA compliant.  

3.  Lawn Care - Town Offices and School: 

Reported that she had called four companies for written quotes for Lawn Care.  

4.  Computer Tech: 

Have run a report of expenditures for Labor for Computer Tech Support.  The labor amount is well under the $10,000 needed to go out to bid.  In addition, we went out for bids last year and only received one bid, ILJ Technology.  

The Selectmen agreed that the Town should stay with the present Computer Tech Support because of security issues and the fact that he does an excellent job.  

Charles Graybill stated he would have to abstain from any decision because he was friends with the Computer Technician but felt the Town should stay with the present Tech Support for the reasons discussed.  

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Town of Dunbarton continue to contract with the present Computer Tech, ILJ Technology.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote with Charles Graybill abstaining. 

5.  Electrical, Plumbing and Heating:  

The Selectmen agreed that they would not have to go out to bid for the Electrical, Plumbing and Heating services because the total amount that was paid to each last year was less than the required amount to go out to bid. Will be on a "Call as Needed Basis".  

JON WIGGIN, FIRE CHIEF: 

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated that the previous night, there was an accident off Kimball Pond Road in the powerline.  Were called out at 1:00 am.  There were two Police Officers called out also.  The injured person was difficult to locate.  They were four-wheeling at midnight when the accident occurred.  The vehicle ran over the injured party.  They lost their cell phone when the accident occurred.  Injured party was finally located and transported by Dunbarton to the Fire Station where they were medi-vaced to Dartmouth-Hitchcock Hospital in Hanover, NH.  
Jon Wiggin stated he was sure this incident would cost the Town of Dunbarton over $1,000. 

Jon Wiggin asked if there could be something done about the situation at Kimball Pond.  There are continual problems with vandalism, etc. at Kimball Pond.  They are coming up from Manchester, etc.    We have already had two incidents and summer has not even started.  

After much discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that he still had two gates that could be put up to try to keep people out.  

It was decided to have a meeting to include the Conservation Committee, Police Chief, and Fire Chief in a discussion as to how to handle this situation.

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, wanted to bring the Board of Selectmen up to date on the status of Town roads as follows: 
Flintlock Farm Fire Pond Culvert: 


1.  Have been working on the culvert at the Flintlock Farm Fire Pond which runs under the road.  It was completely plugged up and water was running across the road.  The culvert was completely rusted out.  We have unplugged it. It was an 18" corrugated pipe.  Would like to replace it with a concrete culvert like the specs called for.  We pay a $400 fee for the dam also.  The neighborhood would not be happy to see the pond go down.  
Wind Storm Downed Trees behind the School:

2.  Regarding the trees behind the school, FEMA monies might be available for cleanup.  According to the School, they still use the area for activities.  Would suggest that I go in and cut them out.  Will try to sell trees to a lumber company and have them take the lumber out.  If we leave the trees there, it will be 50 years before they rot.  It is good stewardship of this property.  
Selectmen reached a consensus to pursue this action to remove the trees and see if FEMA gives us reimbursement. 
Flintlock Farm Culverts:  

3.  Several additional culverts within Flintlock Farm Road which are in the same age group as the dam culvert.  The original plan called for 18" concrete culverts but they used 18" metal culverts instead.  Would like to replace these with concrete culverts as called for on the approved plan.  Once they are in, they will not rot out.  


4.  There is another fire pond further in where the water is above the top of the pipe and the beaver are building dams on private property.  Will have to address this at some time in the future.  

Damage to Putney Road:  

5.  There was damage to Putney Road.  The road was posted but a Waste Truck went on the road anyway.  A neighbor was able to get the name of the company.  Going to send the company a bill for the asphalt repair to the road.  Police Department informed us this was a civil matter and not enforcement issue.  

PATRICK BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION MANAGER:  
Recent Coop Meeting: 

1.  At the recent Coop Meeting, they voted to let Hopkinton and Webster out of the Coop.  They have no ties to the Coop now.  There is a list of restrictions.  The Coop has to pay the two towns $50,000 between the two of them.  


2.  Coop is moving forward with the sale of the property in Canterbury.  Focus will be on Single Stream.  Looking at other towns coming in.  Number won't change this year.  Will change if we get other towns in their place.  
LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, asked if she could speak with the Board regarding an issue that had been discussed in a non-public session.  


The Board of Selectmen agreed that this was alright with them as long as she was okay with discussing the issue in public. 


She stated she had been informed that she would not be allowed to bring her bird into the Town Offices any more.  She stated that birds are flock animals, and I am her flock.  She stated she had been bringing the bird for well over a year.  Asked what brought this about.  There have been no incidents that she was aware of.  The bird is quiet.  Why all of a sudden, why can't I bring the bird into the office?  

Linda Peters asked if the Selectmen would consider a compromise to allow her to bring the bird in one day a week and keep it in a cage in her office.  Stated that birds are very smart creatures and have been trained in all sorts of ways.  Stated that when she originally got the bird, her life was different.  There have been many changes and this bird needs to be with her, etc.  


Charles Graybill stated that he remembers the incident with Harvey Provencher and his dog coming into the Office.  He felt it wasn't professional to bring animals into a public area.  My feeling is you should have no animals in a public facility.  


Ron Wanner stated he tended to agree but I am willing to go with the bird one day a week in her office only, and if there are any complaints, we will have to say no.  This would be a compromise.  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated she did receive one complaint.  It was brought up that birds could carry disease.  Once the bird used the trash can for his excrement in the Selectmen's Office, and the cleaning person has found seeds and other things while cleaning.  


Barbara McCann stated that in the beginning, she was a little afraid of the bird but has gotten used to it now.  It is not flying around and jumping on me.  Has no problem with the bird.  


Les Hammond, Chairman, stated he would go along with the bird in the Town Clerk's Office for one day a week and kept in the Town Clerk's Office.  

The Selectmen (Wanner and Hammond) reached a consensus that the bird would be allowed in the Town Clerk’s Office one day a week.  Charles Graybill would vote no on this issue.  

Upcoming Meeting:  


Hazard Mitigation Meeting, Friday, March 26, 2010 at 8:30 am. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 9:07 p.m.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary

_______________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

