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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH 11, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Dunbarton Town Staff:

Patrick "Woody" Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

Linda Peter, Town Clerk


Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors
Members of the Public:

Lori Davis


Charles "Chuck" Williamson


Lara Larson

7:00 p.m. - TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 

Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, appeared before the Board to discuss the following issues: 


Pending Utility Court Case: 


1.  Wanted to apologize for not being at the Town Meeting to support the two Warrant Articles which he 
had agreed to present at Town Meeting.  Stated he had the wrong date listed in his calendar and it wasn't 
until 10:00 p.m. when he realized that he had missed the meeting.  


2.  Stated he had some information from George Sansoucy which would have been helpful to the Selectmen 
in their explanation of the two articles.  Three weeks ago he had contacted G. Sansoucy regarding some 
talking points, etc.  (Line Comeau, Town Administrator, had received a copy of the e-mail on Monday, 
March 8).  


"Cost per Mile: 


The estimate of $3 million per mile new (6 miles in Dunbarton) for the complete development of the 
utility corridor and construction of the electric transmission line is for only one (1) line - the high 
voltage DC line.  The second line, New England Power Company's twin 230 would be improved with 
a replacement line of a single 345 at close to $2 million per mile, for a total development of 
approximately $5 million per mile new, or approximately $30 million less depreciation.  Current total 
utility value is $17 million for the 
equivalent lines. " 

T. Terragni noted that the State's valuation for the utility is $3 million and G. Sansoucy's is $17 million.  

3.  Stated he had informed G. Sansoucy that the Article passed at Town Meeting with regard to the $50,000 
appropriation for legal/utility assessing costs for the upcoming Court Case. 

4.  Noted that there are many Towns involved and none are backing down in the Court Case.  Dunbarton is 
one of the first cases to be tried.  

5.  Legal and Assessing costs are estimated to be between $50,000 - $75,000.  Dunbarton based the appropriation on the conservative side considering costs might go into the year 2011, etc.   If necessary, the Town would appropriate more funds in 2011.  
Chuck Williamson stated he thought the valuation of the utilities was $23 million, now it is $17.  Why is this? 

The Board explained that $23 million was for all utilities and the $17 million was for only the utility company that was bringing the law suit. (National Grid)   The other utilities are not suing at this time but are watching the outcome.  

Jeff Crosby stated that is it correct that the lawsuit is only from one company?  There are three separate towers presently.  The value must still be there because they are still transmitting power.  
The Board stated that at this time, only one company, National Grid, is bringing suit.  National Grid bought out two different companies.  
Statistical Reval:  


1.  There are considerable up-front costs associated with the Statistical Reval as follows:   John Hatfield 
will be representing Dunbarton from Commerford, Nieder and Perkins, LLC. for Appraisal and 
Assessment Services, they have already submitted the first invoice for payment.  

Commerford, Nieder and Perkins, LLC has submitted their Full Update Contract with a Schedule of 
Completion dates as follows: 


CATAGORY





COMPLETION


EXECUTION OF CONTRACT



03/01/2010


PROVIDE PERFORMANCE BOND


03/15/2010

PROJECT START-UP




03/22/2010


REVIEW SALES AND CONDUCT ANALYSIS

06/28/2010


PRELIM VALUE NOTICES & INFORMAL HEARINGS
08/17/2010


FINALIZED VALUES TO BOARD OF ASSESSORS
09/01/2010


FINAL DOCUMENTATION TO BOA - USPAP, ETC.
10/01/2010


ABATEMENTS (COST INCLUDED) UNTIL THE END OF 2010 ABATEMENTS


DEFENSE OF VALUES (SEPARATE COST) UNTIL THE END OF 2010 APPEALS

2.  Will be contacting local builders regarding square footage costs for construction, etc.  

Jeff Crosby asked regarding the Statistical Reval, if the Town of Dunbarton was going to have to do this again next year.  He was told this and wanted to check, etc.  

The Board explained that the Town of Dunbarton will only be doing the Statistical Reval in 2010 and then a complete Reval in 2015.  If the Town decided to do a Statistical Reval every year (doing 20% per year) , over a period of five years, it would be complete, and they would not have to do a Complete Reval in 2015 but this would not be cost effective.  

LORI DAVIS: 


Stated that with regard to last week's meeting discussion, no one else should have been brought into the discussion.  There is no reason for anyone on this Board to be acting like that.  For the two of you to allow what happened is wrong.  There is no reason why I should be spoken to like that.  This is a personal vendetta.  I was accused of things.  The year I was kicked out of the Transfer Station was the year the skid steer was put together and I had the documents connected with the Transfer Station, etc.  I was on the committee.     I still have that on my computer.  I should have never been dragged into it at that time.  The accusations have got to stop.  It is harassment and has to stop.  
Lara Larson stated that she was concerned with what did happen.  It is a concern to me that she was addressed improperly.  I still don't know what happened and I don't think she went into the bathroom.   I am still not clear about what happened.  

Les Hammond stated that we don't allow the public to go into that building at all.  

Lori Davis stated this proposal has to be discussed at this Board level.  You have to operate as a  Board.

Charles Graybill stated this will be discussed as a Board. 

Lori Davis stated we do have other Departments that do not meet the ADA requirements for bathrooms such as the Fire Department, etc.  They have a Chicken Barbecue.  You have to enforce this also at the Fire Station.  You cannot allow this.  If it is not safe for the residents, it is not safe for the family, there should be no one else but employees using the bathrooms, etc.  This has to apply to everyone.  
Bathroom Discussion:
Ron Wanner reported that he had attempted to get the answer with regard to the insurance issue, and this does not affect our coverage, etc.  The facilities are for the employees and it really becomes our option if we wish to allow others to use the facilities or not.  If we offer the bathroom to other people, it has to be in ADA conformance.  The Transfer Station, Highway Garage and possibly Fire Department are not at this time.  The Police Station is ADA conformance, and also the Library and the Town Offices.  

Have checked into getting an ADA conforming Porta Potty and the cost is $175/month with a $28 cleaning fee for a total of $200/month for one single Porta Potty.  This is out of the question financially.  
Lori Davis questioned the use of the word "employee".  She stated this word gets tossed around.  The Transfer Manager's wife uses the bathroom at the Transfer Station.  From now on, she should not be allowed to.  
The bathrooms are closed to the public until they become ADA accessible.  

Patrick Bowne stated that the Fire Department is considered ADA accessible because there is access from the Fire Department to the Police Department bathroom facilities.  The Police Department has an elevator.  

Charles Graybill suggested that this discussion be taken up at the Joint Loss Committee Meeting which is upcoming.  

Charles "Chuck" Williamson stated he would like a clarification as to whether the bathroom at the Transfer Station is closed to the public and used by only employees.  

There was discussion regarding the Commercial Haulers and their having to go into the Recycling Center to dump their recycling.  Presently, one goes into the building with a large drum of recycling materials and dumps it.  If this policy is made, they will not be able to go into the building.  
Patrick Bowne stated he has considered building a set of steps to be used to access the haulers trucks, etc.  Would like to coordinate with Kyle Parker, Building Department, to make sure they are made to code, etc. before doing this.  This would make it easier for access for the Commercial Haulers.  

The Board noted we are talking about the bathroom issue for one person only.  

Ron Wanner stated he didn't know if we need an answer to this question at this very moment.  

Jeff Crosby stated he didn't think it was the Town's responsibility to get these commercial haulers into the building.  They don't have to go into the building.  It makes it more of an issue.  We can use the Skid Steer.  If they can get into their truck to do pickup, why can't they get into their truck at the Transfer Station?  

It was noted that at one point, the Commercial Haulers were unloading at a time when the public was not there.  Over time, this has changed.  All these changes have been done to accommodate these haulers.  We should look at the whole picture.  

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT, DOWNED PINE TREES BEHIND SCHOOL: 

Pine Trees Down Behind School:


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board to discuss pine trees which were taken down by the recent wind storm on February 25-26.  


1.  He stated there were approximately 15 large pine trees that were uprooted.  Stated his recommendation 
would be to cut the stumps and salvage the lumber.  It would not be a logging operation.  They are all 
interlocked together.  It is pretty wet back there now and if we leave them sit there too long, the value will 
diminish.  Stain issues will develop on the logs. 

2.  Would recommend he take his bulldozer and pull whatever logs he can out.  We should get the stumps 
back down into the ground where they came from as soon as possible otherwise we will have to be filling 
the stump holes.  This is not a land clearing job.  The brush could be cut up fine and any wood pulled out.  


3.  The school does use the forest and they have made a path around the area.  They have activities down 
there for conservation, ecology, etc.; have not talked with the school yet regarding the downed trees.  The 
trees are not blocking the path but we can't leave them there.  Also there were quite a few trees with the 
tops cut off from the December 2009 Ice Storm.  This cleanup could be included. 


4.  Noted there are no Wetland issues.  There is a high water table.  


5.  Probably 250 -300 bd. ft. per tree for a possible total of 4,000 - 5,000 bd. ft.  


6.  Don't know if this would qualify for FEMA reimbursement but we could add it in.  Could possibly get 
enough to break even with the value of the wood.  


7.  Mike McKeen, neighbor, also had a lot of trees blown down from the storm.  

Charles Graybill stated that when the representative comes in from FEMA, we can talk with him about this.  See if we can get FEMA reimbursement if at all possible.  Asked if there were any trees leaning now. 

Jeff Crosby stated not at this time.  

The Board noted this should be added to the FEMA list because it is on School Property and the school has programs for children in that area.  Should include the ice damage also.  
Charles Graybill stated we should consider cutting the trees now so the stumps can go back into the holes.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, will work up a price per tree with no salvage amount.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

Green (Energy) Committee: 
Ron Wanner stated that John Stevens should be thanked for all the work he has done for the Energy Committee.  Just received word that the Dunbarton was awarded all six grants for the full amounts as requested.  This means the Energy Improvements will not cost the Town anything.  John Stevens did a great job.   

Lara Larson asked what the amounts of the grants awarded were.  (Unknown at this time)
Linda Peters, Town Clerk, suggested putting something in the newspaper regarding the awarding of the Energy Grants along with a thank you to John Stevens for all his hard work. 

Marriage Petition: 


Ron Wanner asked about the next step for the Marriage Petition Article which was voted on at Town 
Meeting. 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, will take care of the next step.  It will be forwarded to all appropriate parties as 
required. 

Upcoming Appointments:  

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated in order to relieve Line Comeau, Town Administrator, of work load, she 
will check with the appropriate Committee Chairmen and find out who want to be reappointed to Boards 
and Committees.  Will be ready for Selectmen to appoint on Thursday, March 25, 2010.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator:


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion:  


1.  Duties of Selectmen: 


Asked if the Selectmen were going to assign Selectmen to various Committee/Boards for the 


upcoming year.  



Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he had already been appointed to the Hazardous 


Mitigation Committee which will be having a meeting Friday, March 12, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. at 

the Town Offices.  



Selectmen agreed to assign duties for the upcoming year at another meeting.  


2.  Bids: 



Stated that many of the bids which were put out for bid last year were only for one year, therefore 


need to be put out for bid again this year.  



There was discussion about what needs to be put out to bid, etc.  



Line Comeau, Town Administrator, was requested to develop a list of services that would 


need to 
be put out to bid for this coming year.   Selectmen would like a total paid to each 


vendor for the previous year to determine whether it needs to go to bid or negotiate.    


Selectmen will determine at that time if certain services should be put out for two years or 


one year.  

3.   Request for Use of Town Office Committee Meeting Room: 



Stated she had received a request from Jacques Belanger, Recreation Committee, for the use of the 

Town Offices Committee Meeting Room for one Friday a month for a Scrapbooking Class.  The 


use would be between 7:00 - 11:00 p.m.   After discussion, it was noted that the only use for a 


Friday evening at this time is the 4-H which uses the room the third Friday of the month.  


The Selectmen reached a consensus that it would be alright with them for the Scrapbooking 


Class to meet on any Friday evening other than the third Friday of the month.  Line Comeau 

will contact Jacques Belanger to let him know.  
PATRICK BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION MANAGER: 


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, appeared before the Board and reported the following issues: 


1.  Trash was up in January but is down for the month of February.  Only did 10.5 tons in February.  


2.  NRRA is reporting better prices for cardboard at $172/ton and scrap metal at $185/ton.  Some has stayed 
fairly high.  Most people know it is short lived so are trying to get as much out as possible.  Exports are 
staying within the States.  Are not moving at this time. 


3.  Received a recall notice on the 2002 Mack.  Something to do with the Front Axles in the truck.  Could 
cause an accident.  Will be in touch with McDevitt about getting the truck in. 


4.  Trailer has been removed from the Country Store.  Don't see a need for this trailer at this time.  Would 
suggest selling it on the internet, etc.  Would get a better price than sending it to the White Farm.  Would 
start it at $1,000. 

At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the Highway Department might have 
a use for the trailer to put their water tank on when doing road work, etc.  He will look at it to see if 
it would work.  If it does not meet the needs of the Highway Department, the Selectmen agreed for 
Patrick Bowne to sell it on the internet.  
LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, reported that all the Town Registrations have been updated to 2015.  

At this point, the Selectmen were requested to go into a Non-Public Executive Session in accordance with RSA 91-A: 3, with Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, to discuss personnel issues.  The following motion was made: 
MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into Non-Public Executive Session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 with Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, to discuss personnel issues.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with a roll call vote as follows: 


Hammond - Yes


Graybill - Yes


Wanner - Yes
There were no decisions or motions made during the Non-Public Executive Session. 

After the Non-Public Executive Session, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 8:51 p.m.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________

Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


____________________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

