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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH 18, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Dunbarton Board Members:

Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee


Richard Schaffer, Cemetery Trustee


Ron Slocum, Chairman, Trust Funds


Norman Roberge, Trust Funds


John Stevens, Energy Committee


Martha Rae, Tax Collector


Pat Woods, Library Trustee

Members of the Public:

Lori Davis


Charles "Chuck" Williamson


Lara Larson


Ken Blevens, Libertarian Candidate

MARTHA RAE, TAX COLLECTOR: 


Martha Rae, Tax Collector, appeared before the Board to explain the procedure for deeding overdue tax 
properties to the Town.   She stated the process is outlined in the RSA's.

1.  This year we have five properties that will be deeded over to the Town effective April 2, 2010 if they 
are not paid prior to that date.  



a.  Stated that she did not feel these would get to that point because she has been in contact with 


the mortgage holders/property owners, and they are working out the details for paying, etc.  


2.  Stated that by law, tax liens take precedent over any other liens including mortgages.  


3.  Stated that since the time she has been Tax Collector, the Town has taken over five homes of residents 
for overdue taxes.    The property owners have worked with the Board of Selectmen to redeem their 
property back within a small amount of time.  

4.  According to the law, after the property taxes are not paid for the third year by April 1, 2010, they will 
be deeded to the Town.  



a.  The owner can request in writing to the Board of Selectmen, within three years after the 
property is deeded to the Town, to pay all the back taxes,  including interest, to reclaim his property.  


5.  If the site is a property that we wouldn't want to own because of possible hazardous waste, etc., the 
Town does not have to accept the property.  

Selectmen asked what happens when the property deeded over is an occupied building.  Do we charge rent or what?   

Martha Rae stated in the past, all property owners have worked with the Board of Selectmen to get their property back.  We have not, to my knowledge, evicted the owners in the past for tax deeded properties.  The Town, to my knowledge, has never charged rent.  
Martha Rae stated that according to the law, if the Town eventually sells the property, and the proceeds are greater than what is owed the Town, the remainder goes back to the original property owner.  Tax liens supersede mortgages and even IRS liens. She has been in contact with four of the five property owners with regard to the April 2 deadline and they are working on it.  Personally, does not feel we are going to have an issue this year.  
CEMETERY TRUSTEES AND TRUSTEE OF TRUST FUNDS TO DISCUSS INTEREST ACCRUAL: 

Ron Slocum, Chairman, Trust Funds, Norman Roberge, Trust Funds, Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee, and 
Richard Schaffer, Cemetery Trustee, appeared before the Board to discuss Interest Accrual on Cemetery 
Trust Funds.  Discussion as follows: 


1.  Ron Slocum, Chairman of the Trust Funds, stated that there are three cemetery trust funds  as follows: 

Name




Purpose


Principal
Interest   
Total

Common Trust Funds for Perpetual Care
Perpetual Care

21,541.10         12,072.81
           33,613.91

Cemetery Fund



Maintenance Care
15,950.00
  375.11            16,325.11

Sargent/Pages Corner


Maintenance Care
  1,000.00               148.59              1,148.59


2.  Ron Slocum stated that in the past he has released interest funds based upon a letter received from the 
Cemetery Trustees accordingly.  He has not received a letter since 2003. 


3.  Brian Pike stated that it was difficult for them to assess maintenance costs because they do not have an 
accurate count of the number of plots, etc.  


4.  Brian Pike also stated that with regard to the Sargent Trust Fund, this was for one particular cemetery, 
Pages Corner, and funds could not be used for anything else.  

Charles Graybill stated that the Board of Selectmen felt that interest should be taken out from the Cemetery Funds to cover maintenance on the Cemeteries, thereby reducing the Town's portion of the Cemetery Budget in order to help lower the tax rate.  The Selectmen realize they cannot take monies from the Principal.  


5.  The question came up if the interest should be included in a Warrant Article at Town Meeting similar to 
the interest from the Winslow Town Forest, etc.  


6.  In the past, interest funds from the cemetery accounts have gone into the General Fund.  


7.  Brian Pike stated that possibly Terry Knowles could attend a Board of Selectmen's meeting to 
explain 
the correct process for  using the interest from these accounts.  Brian Pike will call her to see 
if she can attend. 
JOHN STEVENS AND DAN VANKALKEN, ENERGY COMMITTEE: 


John Stevens and Dan VanKalken, Energy Committee, appeared before the Board to report on the Energy 
Grants which have been awarded Dunbarton.  

The Board of Selectmen stated that John Stevens needed a big "thank you" for all the work he did towards 
getting these grants.  Thank you, John!!!    These grants will save the taxpayers money!! 


1.  Reported that the Town of Dunbarton has received four grants as follows: 



School Energy Grant 


$4,900



Two Town Buildings Energy Grants
$7,460



Lighting - Town Offices 


$7,050



School Solar Panels


$9,000



John Stevens stated that Line Comeau, Town Administrator, had been most helpful to him in 


working out the process for the grants. 


2.  Stated that George Holt has been very helpful in applying for these grants also.  


Les Hammond, Chairman, asked what the next step is.  


John Stevens stated that once we receive notification from Office of Energy and Planning,  within 30 days 
TRC will be getting a contract out to the Town.  


Lighting and Solar Panels:


With regard to the Wiring and Lighting in the Town Office and the Solar Panels, they should go through 
the Board of Selectmen.  We already have a quote from Ernie's Electrical Service.  In addition, he has 
already purchased the lights at a reduced price, etc. 


It was noted that the Electrical will have to go out to bid even though Ernie's Electrical did the quote.  

Energy Audits: 

John Stevens reported that we have received quotes from GDS, Jordan, and WV from Keene.  The 
Selectmen had agreed that GDS appeared to be the company they would like to do business with.  


Charles Graybill stated he would assume we would look to the School Board for a recommendation with 
regard to Solar Panels but the Board of Selectmen would put it out to bid.  


John Stevens noted that George Holt had researched all the materials and presented the concept to the 
Board before going for a quote.  He stated he   would recommend working with Rene Ouellet of the 
School 
Board regarding the Solar Panels and Energy Audit for the School.    Will also work with 
Jeff Trexler to let him know when Solar Panels will go onto the roof, etc.  

John Stevens will coordinate the Building Audits.  GDS will do the Building Audits.  The outcome of 
the audits will make recommendations and then we apply for additional grants, etc.  

PAT WOOD, LIBRARY TRUSTEE: 


Pat Wood, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board and brought up the following information for the 
Board of Selectmen: 


1.  Stated the Library Trustees did a survey during the Town Meeting regarding the use of the Library and 
what they would like to see different.  Should have compiled data at the next meeting with the Selectmen. 


2.  Want to remind everyone that tomorrow is the first "Coffee Chat" for men.  Gregory Arce will be 
heading this up.  It will be on the first and third Friday at 9:00 a.m.


3.  The Lego Group is going very well.  Need more Legos.  Want to pass the word that we need more.  


Selectmen advised her to get in touch with Brad Jobel, Transfer Station Employee, because he used to be  
heavily 
involved in Legos through a Manchester group.  May be aware of a supply. 


4.  Asked John Stevens about the source of the Energy Audit funding.  John Stevens explained.  She stated 
there is a lot of heat loss through the large double front doors.  Sure the Energy Audit will show this up.  
Stated they would like to be able to use the lobby area year round but can't in the winter because of heat 
loss, etc. 

5.  Working on a schedule for Bandstand Activities for the coming season. 

KEN BLEVENS, LIBERTARIAN CANDIDATE: 

Ken Blevens appeared before the Board of Selectmen to request their help by sending a letter to the 
appropriate party in support of his petition concerning the 276 Dunbarton registered voters who signed his 
petition.  


The Selectmen noted that the Local Government Center had suggested that the Selectmen should not get 
involved in a vote.  


Ken Blevins stated that he will be taking the matter to the Supreme Court and /or Ballot Law Commission 
in any event.  There is a 50/50 shot in having them to rule in his behalf.  


Ken Blevens stated the wherefore at the end of his petition is  "prays the New Hampshire Ballot Law 
Commission overturn the Secretary of State William Gardner's decision and allow the two hundred 
seventy six votes/nominators and the two candidates to apply the two hundred seventy six 
nominations 
questioned to their final count or do nothing."


Les Hammond stated he had spoken with Kathleen Rogers, Merrimack County and she felt this was 
a Civil matter.    


Ken Blevens stated he was looking for a little help from the Selectmen.  These nominations were signed by 
people from every party.  According to the Statute, the people that signed nominations cannot sign another 
nomination paper.  He stated "That is wrong". 


There was considerable discussion regarding the nominations which were obtained by Ken Blevens at the 
Transfer Station but were not dated.  The Selectmen noted that Secretary of State Gardner did not make the 
Statute.  This was done at the legislative level.  


It was noted that 655:40 states that nominators can't sign two nomination papers.  Ken Blevens stated that 
the Constitution states that you can't make a retrospective law.  The Supreme Court ruled there was an 
agreement between the State.  These people signed a paper for me.   


Selectmen asked why he doesn't just go out and get them resigned with a date.  

Ken Blevens stated he had taken him three days at the Transfer Station to get these signatures.  


Ken Blevens will move forward with the Ballot Law Commission.  Has two attorneys who have 
volunteered to represent him.  

DEPARTMENTS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion/action: 


GDS Letter of Authorization: 

1.  Presented letter to GDS authorizing them to start the Energy Audits.  


Selectmen signed letter of authorization. 


MS-2 Form to DRA: 

2.  Presented a completed copy of the MS-2 Form to DRA which must be submitted within twenty days of 
Town Meeting.  Stated it lists all of our Warrant Articles including the approved Warrants for a total. 


Ron Wanner stated he would like a little time to look over the MS-2 Form before signing it.  He would like 
to understand it before signing, etc.   Selectmen all agreed they needed to look the form over completely 
before signing.  

Charles Graybill will call Sandra Rourke, DRA on Tuesday, March 23 to find out more details on how to 
complete the form.  


Federal Surplus Property Authorization:

3.  Presented a form to be signed for various Departments to be able to pick up Federal Surplus items at the 
White Farm.  Suggested the following: 



Alan Sheldon, Highway Garage



Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station



Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief



Louis "Bud" Marcou, Deputy Fire Chief


Charles Graybill will review form before signing.  


Town Office Septic Design:  

4.  Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, has provided the Town with the approved Septic Design for the Town 
Offices.  The Building Department has reviewed the plan, and it is all set.  Town needs to include a check 
for $300 with the plan to DES.  


Soule Property: 

5.  Soules will be at the next Board of Selectmen's Meeting on March 25 to discuss naming the road.  They 
would like to rename the road.  Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, is responsible for naming of roads for 911, etc.  


Edward Emond, Return to Work: 


6.  Patrick Bowne has received a letter from the physician authorizing Edward Emond to return to work 
after surgery effective March 17, 2010.  Welcome back, Ed!!!


Bids:

7.  Presented drafts of various items to be put out to bid as follows: 



One Year Contract


1.  Gas & Diesel



2.  Winter Road Salt



3.  Paving



4. Gravel Crushing



5.  Equipment Rental



Sealed bids are due 4/01/10



Two Year Contract:


1.  Lawn Mowing Services of Town Offices & Elementary School



2.  Electrical



3.  Plumbing



4.  Heating Maintenance



5.  Building Maintenance



6.  Legal Services



Sealed bids are due 4/1/10



Selectmen recommended not going out to bid for Electrical, Plumbing, Heating Maintenance, and 


Building Maintenance because the total amount paid throughout the year was less than 



the requirement for going out for bid.  



Selectmen noted that the Computer Support contract was bid out last year with only one bid, with 


a renewable option for one year.  



Selectmen asked Line Comeau to total amounts paid to various contractors for the above, etc.  

OTHER BUSINESS:  

Les Hammond, Chairman, brought up tax deeded lots at Gorham Pond.  Ed White, Town Forest 
Committee, was recently checking these to see if they were owned by the Town Forest now. 


Charles Graybill stated that in the past, any tax deeded properties owned by the Town were first 
offered to both the Planning Board for recommendations and the Conservation Commission before 
putting them up 
for bid to private citizens.  

Les Hammond mentioned two lots that are under the powerline off Clinton Street which someone has 
indicated an interest in buying. 


If these lots are put up for bid, Selectmen agreed that all abutters should be notified of the sale.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  
MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 9:23 p.m.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
_________________________
Les Hammond, Chairman

_________________________
Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman
