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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   FEBRUARY 4, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TOWN OF DUNBARTON BUDGET AND WARRANT ARTICLES FOR 2010

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held the PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE TOWN OF DUNBARTON BUDGET AND WARRANT ARTICLES FOR 2010 at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Charles Graybill, Selectman

Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public Present as follows: 

Ed White, Town Forest Committee


J. R. Swindlehurst, Fire Department


Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief


Barbara McCann, Building Department


Chris Connelly, Police Chief


Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Supervisor


Ron Slocum, Supervisor of the Checklist and Trust Funds


Fred Mullen, Town Moderator


Brett St. Clair, Ethics Committee and Conservation Commission


Larry Cook, Chairman, Conservation Commission


Brian Pike, Chairman, Cemetery Trustees

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Tim Terrangi, Chairman, Board of Assessors


Linda Peters, Town Clerk


Charles Williamson


Lori Davis


Larry Comeau

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen open the Public Hearing for the Town of Dunbarton Budget and Warrant Articles for 2010 at 7:02 p.m..  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Les Hammond, Chairman, went over the Warrant Articles briefly as follows:  

1.  To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 

2.  Floodplain Development Ordinance as proposed by the Dunbarton Planning Board? 


Noted that this has been recommended in order for residents to obtain reasonably priced flood insurance, 
etc. 


Amendment and revisions to Article 10:  Floodplain Development Ordinance is available for review at the 
Town Clerk's Office and at the Polling Place.  

3.  To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same in the amount as follows: 

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the total budget was $1,871,226 which was actually about $100 less 
than last year's budget.  This was obtained by all Departments cutting back and maintaining flat line 
budgets.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, noted that the revenue statement should be corrected to read "Total Revenue this 
Year Actual $941, 106” instead of $1,898,187 as shown on the revenue sheet.  

4.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $38 to be used as determined by the Town Forest Committee; the same to be withdrawn from the Winslow Town Forest Fund.  


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

5.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $180,000 to purchase a new ambulance and its equipment.  To authorize the Selectmen to accept a Federal grant of $100,000 and expend $80,0000 from the Special Fire Department Equipment non-lapsing Special Revenue Fund with zero impact to taxation, and to also apply the amount from the sale or trade of the old ambulance to this purchase.  This article is contingent on receiving the grant. 


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

6.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $150,000 by withdrawing $100,000 from the Fire Department Equipment non-lapsing Special Revenue fund for the purchase of a new ambulance and its equipment with the remainder to be raised in taxes.  To authorize the Selectmen to expend and also apply the amount from the sale or trade of the old ambulance to this purchase.  The difference between articles will be to purchase a basic model ambulance and to purchase a refurbished defibrillator.  This article will be eliminated should we receive the Federal grant referenced in article 5.  This article is contingent on not receiving the grant. 


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

7.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40,650 towards the revaluation of the town and appoint the Selectmen in conjunction with the Board of Assessors to act as agents to administer the funds with $32,124 coming from the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund and the remainder $8,526 to come from taxation.  

The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.


Les Hammond stated that the State requires all towns to have an updated Reval every five years.  When they passed this law, they made an allowance for towns to have a Statistical Reval instead one time.  This is considerably less money than a complete Reval.  The Town of Dunbarton will still have to have a complete Reval in 2015.  

8.  to see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 from surplus to pay for legal and assessor fees in defending ourselves in a civil suit brought by New England Power Company and New England Hydro Transmission Corporation. 


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this article.


Les Hammond, Chairman, briefly explained the pending lawsuit from New England Power and New England Hydro Transmission Corporation.  He noted Dunbarton will lose considerable tax dollars if the power companies win the suit.  This is the reason we need to appropriate these monies for legal costs.  Our Utility Assessor, George Soucy, has recommended this amount.  There are many other towns involved in this lawsuit.  

9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000 to be used for an energy audit of the Fire/Police building and the Town Hall/Library building.


The Selectmen do not recommend the passage of this article. 


Les Hammond explained that the reason the Selectmen did not support this article that in the beginning when this Committee was established, it was made clear that the Town of Dunbarton had no monies at this time to go towards this project.  


Brian Pike asked why the Town Offices were not included within this Energy Audit.  


Les Hammond stated that last year, the Town put storm windows on the building which has resulted in a 50% reduction in heating costs.  Recently had a walk-through with an energy person, and they recommended covering heat ducts, double outside doors, insulting the attic, covering air conditioners, etc.  

Ron Wanner noted they will be looking for grants to cover these costs.  

10.  To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be forwarded to our State Representative(s), our State Senator, the Speaker of the House, and the Senate President. 


Resolved:  The citizens of New Hampshire should be allowed to vote on an amendment to the New 
Hampshire Constitution that defines "marriage".


(By Petition Article)

11.  To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees and other officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto. 
General Discussion:  

Article 8, Legal Costs:  

At this point in the Public Hearing, Ron Wanner, Selectman, stated the following with regard to Warrant Article #8  regarding the $50,000 for legal fees for defending the Town of Dunbarton in the utilities pending lawsuit: 

Stated that if the Town of Dunbarton were to lose, we would have to pay back two years taxes to the utilities which would be $230,000 in lost revenue.  In addition, we would have to adjust tax revenues from the utilities from that day forward to include the present year and all thereafter.  This would have a major impact on the tax rate.  It is well worth the money to defend.   


Les Hammond stated that DRA is using a different system than our system and  the utilities are trying is for the valuation to be based on DRA's formula.  DRA's system eventually writes off all utilities equipment, etc. in 25 years.  


Charles Graybill stated that with regard to Article 8, if we lose, the tax rate will be increased by $.52 for 2008 and an additional cost of $ .51-52 for 2009 for a total of $1.04 to make up,  not counting the increase for 2010 tax rate.  This will have a major impact on the tax rate.  


Jeff Crosby asked if this was a "group" lawsuit. 


Selectmen stated the utility companies were taking many towns to court, and it is a group lawsuit.  The first town going to court in Merrimack County will be Hopkinton in June 2010.  Dunbarton is scheduled for September 2010.  


Charles Williamson asked what the time frame would be in paying this back and would we be paying 12% interest, etc.  It was noted payback would be at the Judge's discrimination depending on the court outcome.  It was noted the Town would probably appeal if we lost.  

Operating Budget Discussion:  
Selectmen noted the budget was a flat level budget with no increases from the previous year.  There are no cost of living pay increases with the exception of contract requirements.  This is what the Selectmen asked the Departments to do and they did it.  There are many concerns within the Departments about how they will handle the budget.  The Warrant Articles are in addition to the operating budget.  
Selectmen noted in 2009, the Town had a surplus of $82,756 which was the result of Departments not spending all their operating budgets.  Also had a surplus of revenue of $5,784 making a total surplus of $88,540. At the end of 2008, we had $261,992 set aside because DRA would like us to keep a certain amount for emergencies, etc.  We are asking to spend $50,000 from the $88,540 for legal expenses for the utility lawsuit. 
Revenues: 

Larry Cook stated he would like to see the detail figures for the Revenue side of the budget.  

At this point, Selectmen noted that the Town had a surplus of $5,000 on the revenue side of the budget.  Revenues have been going down every year  since 2003 especially in the Town Clerk's registration fees.  We have less Current Use Penalties.  Highway Block Grants have been the same.  Rooms and Meals revenues are down.  Hope this has reached a plateau. 
Ron Wanner stated that with the recent decision on the court case  of not allowing the State to utilize insurance funds, etc., don't know how this will affect Town revenues from the State.  Most likely, the State will pass down shortages to the communities.  Don't know at this time.  

Tim Terrangi stated that over the last couple of years, we have had an increase of 2.5% in values on the town side.  We are anticipating only a .5% this next year.  We used to get new construction.  

Ron Wanner stated that by next year, we have to have to turn around and try to catch up.  Need to look at the budget situation.  

Lara Larson asked how confident are you with the revenue side because last year you had to make adjustments based on the auditor's adjustment, etc. which brings revenue side down.  

Charles Graybill stated that we are estimating $910,000 in revenues this year compared to $941,000 actual last year.  The rooms and meals tax is the big question.   We are projecting $30,000 less revenue this year.   When we set the tax rate, revenue estimate was $946,000.
Charles Williamson asked with regard to the Utilities lawsuit, is there a chance that they could have a negotiated settlement.  Can we be guaranteed that we will be receiving the amount we are getting now?

Charles Graybill stated according to our legal expert, George Soucy, it is our opinion that it will be one way or the other and not a negotiated settlement.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that if the court says it is okay, we have other utilities being assessed, and they would be filing for abatements.  

Ron Wanner pointed out that other communities are in the same situation as us.  

Les Hammond explained the Operating Budget as follows:  

Executive - up by $200

Election, Registration & Vital Stats - up by $3,873 because of the fact there are five elections this year

Financial Administration - down by $7,299.  Hired a new computer tech service.  Installed a new server 
because the old one went down.   Town Report printing bid came in $1,000 less with a Massachusetts 
company.   Cut training budget.  

Assessing Department - down by $4929.  Asked for a raise of $500 each Board member but Selectmen agreed 
that if no one else was getting a raise,  the Assessors Board members should not.  

Legal - down by $8,175.  Does not include the $50,000 for the utilities lawsuit.  At this point, there is nothing 
pending for lawsuits in either Planning or Zoning.  
Personnel Administration - up $1,670.  Went to a lesser Health Plan for Town employees.  Slight increase in 
retirement costs because of State passing down their cost to towns requiring them to pay an 
additional 1% for Police effective July 2010. 


Ron Slocum asked  what the new Town employees health plan consisted of and how many employees 
received the health plan.  


It was pointed out that there are presently two town employees which are paying 20% of their health 
care because they were hired after that provision was made.  The other six employees' health plans 
are paid fully by the Town of Dunbarton   There is still one town employee which remains on the 
same health plan as previous because of a contract.  In addition, the new health plan reduces items as 
follows: 



1.  Prescription Plan is now $10,  $25, and $45 instead of the previous $1, $3 and $15



2.  Co-pay for doctors visits is now $20 instead of the previous $5



3.  Emergency Room coverage is $100 if not admitted instead of the previous $25


With all of the above changes, the health plan is still costing the town $6,532 more per year.  

Planning and Zoning - down by $5,370 with a reduction in Fees and Services.  
General Government Buildings  - increased by $18,610 because of plans to put in the leach field for the Town 
Offices.  The area is behind the Church on another person's land.  The area is very wet and could not 
be done last year because of this.   There is a new owner, the Murphy's, and we are working with 
them.  


Lara Larson asked if this is what we approved last year for $22,000.  Is there any guarantee this will 
be done this year.  Is that money going to be expended on other things or can it be carried forward 
into next year if the leach bed is not done this year.  We have been promised this for two years. 

At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby stated that the system is functioning now.  

There is a new system design already done.  


Les Hammond stated we are pretty current with the maintenance of buildings.  We have dropped 
our expenses for electricity and oil.  

Cemeteries -  down by $750.  Pages Corner Cemetery is the one which will be concentrated on this coming 
year.  

Insurance -  up by $1,232.  This is for property and liability insurance.  The present contract is through July 
2010. 

Police Department -  up by $2,889.  This is a very small increase.  We asked the Police Chief to reduce his 
budget and he has some real concerns about what the budget will do to his operation. 


Police Chief Connelly stated that this budget will affect his part-time crime control line which 
augments the shifts on weekends, holidays and special events.  Have a concern with that amount that 
it will not be enough.   This past year FEMA monies left over from the ice storm were used.  We are 
not going to have patrol cars out and have people available as in the past.  We have a total of 360 
vacation days to cover, potential of 80 hours compensatory time,  and sick time coverage.  This is just 
a ball park figure.    Need coverage for training.  The part-time employees work holidays and 
weekends.  Need 1,848 hours of coverage.  The current budget amount will not hit that.  I certainly 
understand about a level budget.  We will provide the best service we can.  There will be blocks of 
time there will be no one available and residents will have to call State Police.   The amount for part-
time services is only $200 more than last year.  If additional funds are not appropriated, there will be 
an impact on services.  I do want to let you know there will some impact.  

Ron Slocum asked about the Accreditation line and if this was the same as Police Chief Nelson had 
when he became certified, etc.  


Police Chief Connelly explained the Accreditation line and what it paid for.  Stated there is a set of 
standards that are reviewed , etc.    It is a liability reduction tool for lawsuits where agencies are 
sued.  Awards are much less.  It is a liability reduction tool.  It is a set of standards and procedures to 
use for agencies to maintain a certain level of service while reducing liability. 


Brian Pike asked if the Police Department could take less monies from other line items to increase 
the crime control part-time line.  

The Selectmen stated this is allowed.  As long as the bottom line of the Police Department budget is 
the same,  lines can go over the budgeted amount.  


Fire Department -  down by $12,811.  The ambulance is a separate Warrant Article.  The Fire 
Department has a system whereby they add up the number of calls and give a small amount to the 
volunteers.  The Chief is a retired Captain from the Concord Fire Department and we are very lucky 
to have him.  In addition to Fire duties, he inherits a lot of other duties, i.e. inspecting multi-units, 
child care facilities, etc.  He asked for an additional $1,500 but the Selectmen stuck to their guns and 
did not increase his salary.  


Jon Wiggin stated he is required to do inspections for the State also.  There are new requirements for 
school inspection.  Took four days last year.  Had to fill out a 20 page form.  That all falls under the 
Administration line.  Can go through my time.  $2,500 is a drop in the bucket.  


Ron Slocum asked about establishing a Special Duty Fund.  What is this used for?  


Jon Wiggin explained that when we work a Health Detail such as flu shots, etc. , the health people are 
working along side of us getting paid and we are not.  This fund would allow us to get paid and get 
reimbursement through the hospital in the same way the Police Department does for Special Duty.    
Need to come up with the figures.  They wanted to reimburse us but we have no fee schedule 
established yet.  If we at least have a fee schedule, we can get reimbursement. 

Lori Davis stated that Concord Hospital has paid our people directly.  They do not need a special 
fund.  They are a Volunteer Fire Department.  They don't attend anything they don't get paid for.  
Everything they go to, they get paid for.  The word volunteer is questionable.  


Les Hammond stated they spend hours and hours volunteering.  The minimal money they are being 
paid is to get up in the middle of the night and go on calls.  We are very lucky to have them.  We are 
also very lucky to have our Fire Chief.  

Building Inspection -  up $2,212.  Increase because the Secretary-Building Inspection is for a full twelve 
months.  The position was not filled for twelve months last year.  


Barbara McCann stated that so far this year, there is one new construction with the possibility of 

four new houses and one apartment.  Last year for the whole year, there were only three houses and 
a lot of garages, additions, sheds and pools.  

Emergency Management - same as previous year.  It was noted that this money is saved in the event of a 
need, etc.   At the end of the year, if we need a piece of emergency equipment, we use it. 
Highway Department - same as last year.  Each year, the road agent does a section of road work.  We have 40 
miles of road in Dunbarton.   At some point in time, we are going to have to have a Special Bond 
Article to catch up.  This year we will finish up Long Pond Road.    We are ready to put a top coat on.  
There are one or two big culverts which will be replaced this year.  Have been laying the ground 
work.  One is a little sketchy.  If we have heavy rain, we will need to replace it.   The dirt part of Ray 
Road has been widened.  Stark Bridge is still up in the air as to who owns and is responsible for it.    
Did limit the weight so gravel trucks and logging trucks could not use it.   Were lucky in that we had 
an offer to widen Ray Road for the logs, etc.  It did not cost the Town anything.  


Ron Slocum asked if it were cheaper to maintain a gravel road or a paved road.  At this point, the 
gravel section is in better shape than the paved portion.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that part of the problem with Tenney Hill Road where Ron lives is 
that the pavement is over 40 years old and is all breaking away.  Once a road is paved, it is much 
easier to maintain especially in the winter.  Need to look at this issue.  
Solid Waste Disposal - gone up $1,256.   Are anticipating 941 tons of waste at $62.10/ton for a tipping fee.  
That total figure is divided by twelve and a set amount is billed for each month.  It is going to keep on 
going up.  $62.10 is based on the Coop using some of their surplus towards the cost.  Recently the 
Transfer Station has had serious problems with the two balers.  In addition, they need maintenance 
on the boxes.  In addition, there are four vehicles to maintain.  


Ron Slocum asked if there has been an increase in recycling that would offset the cost of tipping fees. 
 
It was noted there are scales at the Transfer Station, and we  haven't seen an increase.  That is one 
area where we could help to decrease the costs.  Asked about the Study Committee on Single Stream.  

Ron Wanner stated the original plan was to make a recommendation to the voters at Town Meeting.  
Because the Coop does not have the tonnage required for the Single Stream this year, we will wait 
another year.  You will see a report in the Town Report and will still look at it in the future and make 
a recommendation.  There is no penalty for not signing up for Single Stream.   The Coop needs $45 
million for land and building for Single Stream and that money has been coming out of trash tipping 
fees and it was supposed to be a break even operation.  Two towns are asking to get out because of 
this, etc.    In addition, they want their share of the $15 million.   


Les Hammond stated that if we go with Single Stream, we have to find a way to transport it.  It is 
very expensive to deliver.  


Welfare - increase by $6,500.   There is a lot more demand for Welfare.  We are just taking a shot in the dark.  


We are not even sure this will  be enough.  

Parks and Recreation - same as previous year.  


Brian Pike stated that the baseball/basketball takes in monies in a separate checking account.  If they 
have their own funds, why does the Town has to subsidize them?  


Ron Wanner noted that there are other items in the appropriation for Old Home Day, Halloween, 
Christmas, Easter, Excursions, etc. that have nothing to do with baseball/basketball.  These items are 
for the entire town.  

Library - same as previous year.  The Library asked for more money this year and we cut them back to last 
year's appropriation.  They have some of their own funds which they also use.  We have no control 
how they use their own monies.  

Conservation -  Selectmen decided that Conservation expenses should come directly from Conservation funds 
and not Town monies.   Need to be more carefully fiscally.  

Conservation Commission Self Funding:  


Charles Graybill stated that we would like to make the Conservation Commission self funded out of 
their own funds.  Looking for a philosophical approach.  There have been instances in the past such 
as the treatment of milfoil at Gorham Pond that the Conservation Commission has help pay for 
after discussion, etc.  Conservation Commission receives 50% of current use penalties.   The 
Conservation Commission feels this should only be used for the purchase of land.  We feel it should 
be a service funded program to cover expenses they incur. 

Larry Cook, Chairman, Conservation Commission, stated that originally at Town Meeting, the 
purpose was to start to have money available for open space acquisition  as offered  when there was 
an opportunity instead of having  to ask for a huge amount of money of the Town at one time.  You 
said "don't hit us up for large amounts at once".  This funding was for the protection of open space.  
Our funding for the Conservation Commission has gone up very little.  We even had a $100 donation 
that was put in the General Fund.  We were still under budget.   I don't ask for reimbursement for 
stamps.  We pay the cost of the dam fee at Kimball Pond.  $225 for dues to the State Conservation 
Commission.  This is directly related to open space.  Over the years, the Conservation Commission 
has done a lot to benefit the Town.  It began as part of surplus.  Unfortunately, funding sources have 
dried up and the Conservation Commission had enough money to purchase the Bela Brook land.   He 
stated the Conservation Fund should be left alone and left to protect open space and easements on 
lands in Dunbarton.  It costs $.025 or less than $1.00 for most home owners.   In addition, the rent 
from the house at Kimball Pond ($450/month) goes into the General Fund and the Town has not 
spent a penny on the property and it has been free money.  Would like you to reconsider the small 
operating budget like it has been in the past.  

Ed White stated that as far as mowing the field at KTFCA, they have no problem with paying from 
Town Forest monies.    The Town Forest generates a little revenue and does some forest 
management.  We generate $10,000 in revenue and will use some to mow the fields.  We have 
expendable reserve funds and will take money from that.  The deed says we have to cut the field after 
the nesting birds, etc.  


Brian Pike stated that 50% of current use penalties goes to the Conservation Commission.  Is there 
any requirement that it only be used for land acquisition?   Can we use the rent from Kimball Pond 
for KTFCA?

Larry Cook noted that the RSA states the fees need to be Conservation related.  


Rental Building- Kimball Pond:  


Charles Graybill stated he realizes all the good things that the Conservation Commission does.  I 
remember that the rental property was for a five year period and then it would disappear.  


Larry Cook stated that the tenant will stay as long as everything is going well.  This was the 
arrangement with the Conservation Commission. 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked what happens if the house at Kimball Pond needs a new roof or a 
new septic system.  Who pays for that?  Is the Town responsible?


Question was brought up if the Town is allowed to own rental property.  Who pays the income tax, 
etc.  


Charles Graybill asked if the dam at Kimball Pond needs repairs, who is responsible?  Is the 
Conservation Commission?  Would they be coming to the Town for a Warrant Article?  Would like 
to make a complete break so the Conservation Commission is a self-funded group.   When they 
passed the article that 50% of the current use penalties would go to the Conservation Commission, 
that was a substantial amount of revenue they were getting.  If they are getting it, they should be 
using it 
for something related to Conservation and their budget.  This should not just be for the 
purchase of land.  
WARRANT ARTICLES:

There being no further discussion on the budget, the Warrant Articles were discussed as follows: 

4.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $38 to be used as determined by the Town Forest Committee; the same to be withdrawn from the Winslow Town Forest Fund.  


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

This is a Warrant Article that appears each year allowing the Town Forest Committee to use funds from Winslow Town Forest Fund.  Started in 1937.  

5.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $180,000 to purchase a new ambulance and its equipment.  To authorize the Selectmen to accept a Federal grant of $100,000 and expend $80,0000 from the Special Fire Department Equipment non-lapsing Special Revenue Fund with zero impact to taxation, and to also apply the amount from the sale or trade of the old ambulance to this purchase.  This article is contingent on receiving the grant. 


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article. 

6.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $150,000 by withdrawing $100,000 from the Fire Department Equipment non-lapsing Special Revenue fund for the purchase of a new ambulance and its equipment with the remainder to be raised in taxes.  To authorize the Selectmen to expend and also apply the amount from the sale or trade of the old ambulance to this purchase.  The difference between articles will be to purchase a basic model ambulance and to purchase a refurbished defibrillator.  This article will be eliminated should we receive the Federal grant referenced in article 5.  This article is contingent on not receiving the grant. 
Les Hammond explained that the Fire Chief has applied for a $100,000 federal grant for a new ambulance but we do not know yet if we will receive it.  Based on this information, we had to write two Warrant Articles.  One (#5)  in the event we do receive the grant, there will be no cost to the Town.  
In the event, we do not receive the grant, Article 6. will be voted upon which will be a cost to the Town.  The Fire Chief has said he will get a refurbished defibrillator instead of a new one thus lowering the cost to the Town.  
Lori Davis asked about the ambulance fund and stated that we have over $100,000 in this fund.  If we get the grant , they only want to take $80,000 from the ambulance fund.  Why is that?  

The Selectmen explained that $80,000 is all we will need if we get the grant.  If we don't get the grant, they will empty the ambulance fund and get a lesser ambulance with  a used defibrillator, etc. and raise $50,000 in tax dollars.  The total cost would be $150,000.  The ambulance fund comes from fees from moving people, etc. and is no impact to the Town.  The Town doesn't even do the billing.  It is all done with Concord Hospital.  
Lori Davis asked if the existing ambulance is falling apart?  

Selectmen pointed out that the ambulance does not meet the new OHSA Code and would have to have considerable upgrades, etc.  In addition, there are some rust issues and the frame is rotting away, etc.  It is time for a new ambulance.  

7.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40,650 towards the revaluation of the               town and appoint the Selectmen in conjunction with the Board of Assessors to act as agents to administer the funds with $32,124 coming from the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund and the remainder $8,526 to come from taxation.  

The Selectmen recommend the passage of this Article.

Les Hammond pointed out that the State requires a Revaluation every five years.  We are allowed to do a Statistical Reval which is much more reasonable.  Our rate is now at 102%.  We will have to do a complete Reval in 2015. 


8.  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 from surplus to pay for 
 
      legal and assessor fees in defending ourselves in a civil suit brought by New England Power 
 
      Company and New England Hydro Transmission Corporation. 


The Selectmen recommend the passage of this article.


Les Hammond explained the purpose of this Warrant Article and noted that our Utilities Assessor has already started working on this case.  It was noted that if we do not expend the $50,000 in this year, the amount will be carried forward into the next year.  

Lara Larson asked why the Selectmen did not take this out of surplus.  


The Selectmen point out that DRA wants the Town to keep a certain reserve in the event of emergencies and this would take the figure below that amount.  


Brian Pike asked what DRA requires us to keep as a reserve. 


Selectmen stated they want us to keep at least $250,000 but would like to have us keep more.  They would like us to have $500,000 in reserve but we don't agree.  


9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000 to be used for an energy 
 
     audit of the Fire/Police building and the Town Hall/Library building.


The Selectmen do not recommend the passage of this article. 


Selectmen explained that they will be looking at the Town Hall and the Fire/Police Building.  Were going to look at the school but are not because the school is going through a lot of things with the ceiling, etc.  John Stevens has joined us on the Energy Commission and is doing a lot of things for us.  


Ron Wanner stated that the Selectmen told John Stevens from the start that he could apply for any grants but the Selectmen would not recommend passage of any money expenditures because of the economics.  

10.  To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be forwarded to our State Representative(s), our State Senator, the Speaker of the House, and the Senate President. 


Resolved:  The citizens of New Hampshire should be allowed to vote on an amendment to the New 
Hampshire Constitution that defines "marriage".


(By Petition Article)

11.  To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees and other officers heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto. 
Charles Williamson asked if the Town was sending out Town Reports in the mail this year.  

Selectmen stated they were and that there would be a slip in the report asking if you wanted to receive the Town Report electronically.  This would give residents the option.

Les Hammond stated that we have developed some cost saving measures this year one of which was the CIP which Barbara McCann, Building Department, handled.  In the past, the Town has paid Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission $3,500 to do this.  The cost to the Town this year was only $250  for assistance from Central Regional.  

There being no further discussion, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen close the Public Hearing for the 2010 Budget and the Warrant Articles at 9:05 p.m.   Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION:

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the Town Warrant and 2010 Budget as printed with minor wording changes.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

At this point in the meeting, Ron Wanner pointed out that the School Budget was $5,200,000 which is a 6.32% increase but that 5.7% of the increase is coming from tuition service from Goffstown and the remaining increase is the result of contract raises and increases.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres
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