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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   JANUARY 21, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the Tax Collector and Town Clerk do not want to request mileage reimbursement at this year's Town Meeting.  
TIM TERRANGI, BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 


Board of Assessors Raises: 


Charles Graybill, Selectman, told Tim Terrangi, Chairman, Board of Assessors, that the Selectmen did not 
approve the requested raises of $500 each for members of the Board of Assessors.   He stated that no one 
else in Town Government was receiving a raise with the exception of one under contract.  They did not feel 
it would be fair to grant raises to some and not others.  




Warrant Articles:

Tim Terrangi stated the Warrant Articles should be as follows: 


1.  Warrant Article for $8,584.22 to be carried over to be put towards the Statistical Reval.  This will 
include an addition of $1,500 to the money already carried forward.

Selectmen will recommend the passage of this Warrant Article.   


2.  Warrant Article for legal costs for defense in the amount of $50,000 for the Town of Dunbarton 
regarding the Utilities Abatement request which will be going to Superior Court in December of 2010.  


It is very important that the Town of Dunbarton have legal representation in this case.  If the Town loses 
this case, the tax rate will increase by .52/thousand.  The Town will lose over $400,000 paid in taxes by the 
Utilities.  

Selectmen will recommend the passage of this Warrant Article. 

Upcoming Court Case: 

Selectmen requested a general discussion of the Board of Assessors philosophy in following through on 
court cases for abatements.  If a particular case is costing excessive legal expenses, would it make sense to 
agree etc. instead of going to Superior Court?  Does the expense warrant continuing, etc.?  


Tim Terrangi stated that this has been going on for some time.  The members of the Board of Assessors all 
feel we should continue with this case and have the court make the decision.  


This case will have long term ramifications as to how we handle other cases.  Would definitely be against 
settling at this point.  We could go to arbitration and only be there one day.  Estimate one or two more 
times with legal counsel and there will be a decision. 


Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that he felt it would not be wise to spend $3,000 - $4,000 in legal costs 
to get $1,000 in revenue to the Town.   Tim Terrangi stated the revenue to the Town would be for more 
than one year whereas the cost would be a one year expense. 

Ron Wanner, Selectman, suggested that the Board of Selectmen accept the Board of Assessors 
recommendation with regard to request for abatement. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Gravel, Town Forest Committee: 


Les Hammond, Chairman, stated he noticed a gravel bill that the Highway Department paid to the 

Winslow Town Forest.  He stated he felt that half the revenue should be going to the Conservation 
Commission because the gravel pit is jointly owned.    He will research this. 


Warrant Articles: 

Noted the Board of Selectmen will be submitting the following seven (7) Warrant Articles: 



1.  Three Warrant Articles for the Ambulance



2.  Two Warrant Articles for the Board of Assessors



3.  One Warrant Article for Energy (John Stevens) 



4. One Warrant Article for Interest for Winslow Town Forest


Planning Board Business: 

Les Hammond, Chairman, reported that the Planning Board had a meeting the previous night and the 
following items were either approved or discussed: 


1.  Site Plan Review for the Soheila Degieux Property at 1002 Clinton Street for a Dental Office was 
approved.


2.  Robert Perry, Jr. had an informal discussion about possible Workforce Housing for his previously 
approved over 55 project on Morse Road.  

3.  During the upcoming year, the Planning Board will be working on the following items: 



a.  Workforce Housing which is a priority



b.  Rewriting the Zoning Ordinance



c.  Sub-division Regulations



d.  Hazard Mitigation



e.  CIP 



The Planning Board will be holding a Workshop Meeting the first Wednesday of every month to 


work on these projects.  


Budget Public Hearing:  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that the Budget Public Hearing would be held on Thursday, 
February 4, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices.  


Coop Representatives: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented paperwork to be signed for representatives from Dunbarton 
for the Coop.  Representatives are Patrick Bowne and Les Hammond.  At this point Les Hammond stated 
because the meetings are held on Thursday evening, it make it difficult for him to attend.  Suggested asking 
Peter Hecker if he would be interested.  In the meantime, the Selectmen signed both appointment papers. 


Agreement Letter with New Auditor (Melanson and Heath): 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented an agreement letter with the new auditing firm, Melanson 
and Heath for signature.  Selectmen will review and sign at a later date. 


Private Accountant: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated she had worked with the private accountant yesterday regarding 
the reconciling of accounts.  Things are working out well.  Will be setting up something for reconciling 
with Accounts Payable. 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was adjourned with the following motion. 
MOTION:  

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 7:45 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman
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Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

