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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2010

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    

The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

Members of the Public:


Lori Davis


Laura Larson

Town Officials and Board Members:  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent


Ken Swayze, Chairman, Planning Board


Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee


John Stevens, Energy Committee


George Holt, Energy Committee


Wayne Bracey, Energy Committee


Jason Dubrow, Energy Committee


Gregory Arce, Library Trustee

7:00 P.M. - GIRARD MEISNER (TAX LOT H4-02-03):


Girard and Jean Meisner appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the status of a lot they 
purchased in 1995 off Tenney Hill Road.  He stated he would like to sell the lot but needs to be able to have 
confirmation that the lot can be built upon. He has had several realtors look at the deed/property, and they 
all have told him he needs confirmation that the lot can be built upon before he can sell it  as a buildable 
lot.  He stated the lot has an abandoned foundation, a couple of telephone poles, and a transformer.   He 
asked for confirmation that the old 
Meadow Road can be used as his driveway.  Mr. Meisner stated they 
had purchased this lot through a foreclosure sale from Fleet Bank.  

Mr. Meisner stated that he did not want to go through the expense of having the lot surveyed by a 
Registered Land Surveyor.  


Selectmen stated the following with regard to the status of the lot: 


1.  Meadow Road was discontinued on March 12, 1907 at Town Meeting.  This is no longer a road. 


2.  The Selectmen have a Policy which states as follows: 



"The Board will not grant an application for a permit to erect any building on a Class VI highway 


unless the proposed driveway access to the Class VI highway is 300 feet or less from a Class V or 


better highway."


3.  Selectmen noted this is not even a Class VI Road.  It was discontinued in 1907.  


4.  Selectmen noted they had a Legal Communication from Town Counsel in 2002 stating the following: 



"In conclusion, Meadow Road is a private right-of-way, and any interference by one landowner 


concerning Meadow Road is a private matter between landowners.  The Town and public have 


had no rights in Meadow Road since 1907.  The Board of Selectmen building permit in 1988 


expired in 1989, and the present owners have no vested rights in said building permit.  The Board 


of Selectmen should not grant a building permit to Meisner under its new (August 2, 2001) 


policy. " 

5.  The only recourse the Meisners have is to apply to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a 
Variance to build on a lot with no frontage.  This will require a Certified Plot Plan by a Registered 
Surveyor. 

 It was noted that the Meisners could appear before the Zoning Board of Adjustment for an Informal 
Discussion of the situation.  It was noted that the Zoning Board will not make any judgment whatsoever as 
to whether a request for a Variance would be approved or not.  

6.  In addition, if the Meisners were to apply to the Building Department for a Building Permit, it 
would 
also require a Certified Plot Plan by a Registered Surveyor.  


Mr. Meisner asked why he cannot consider the entrance as his driveway and not a road.  Meadow Road was 
designated as an access to my property.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that it was Meadow Road many years ago prior to the discontinuance in 
1907.   It is nothing now.  In order to obtain a Building Permit, you need 300 feet of frontage on a Class V 
Road.   

Mr. Meisner stated that the Town had purchased a parcel adjacent to his lot.  (Bela Brook Conservation 
Land, 200 acres more or less).    


The Selectmen stated that Meadow Road was discontinued many years ago.  The lot does not have 
any frontage on a Class V or Class VI Road.  Would have to go to the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
for a Variance.  

Ken Swayze, Chairman, Planning Board, stated you are required to have Class V road frontage.  Any legal 
lot of record with frontage can get a building permit.  You would be required to have a Certified Plot Plan 
to go before the Building 
Department, the same as 
the Zoning Board.  The procedure is to go to the 
Zoning Board and they are going to require a full survey.  The lot never had Class V road frontage.  No 
one is living there and the 
Town discontinued the road.  

ENERGY COMMITTEE:  JOHN STEVENS, ETC. 

John Stevens,  Wayne Bracey, George Holt and Jason Dubrow, Energy Committee members appeared 
before the Board of Selectmen to report on the recent installation of the lights in the Town Offices.  John 
Stevens noted that Steve Dodd was unable to attend because of work, etc.  


At this point in the meeting, Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of the Energy Committee members for what they did with regard to the 
energy grants, etc.  Stated the Board really appreciates what they have done for the Town with 
regard to this.  On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, we would like to express our gratitude.  

The Energy Committee reported that on Saturday, November 20,   2010, at 7:00 a.m. they will be testing 
the Hot Water Solar Panels at the School.  All are welcome to attend.  


John Stevens reported the Energy Committee had been able to complete the following: 


1.  Jason Dubrow has set up a Web Site for the Energy Committee.  Also has put them on Facebook. 
Already done some worthy updates.  Have included meeting minutes, etc.  

2.  Have rearranged the Web Site for Google Search.  This is easier for people to send us e-mails.  


3.  Have been communicating with the Town a little better.  Really need to serve the Town as a whole.  

4.  Considering raffling an Energy Audit to generate interest.  


5.  Looking for funding for additional post card mailing updates.  Want to draw people to the web site.  


6.  School is considering setting up an Energy/Earth Sciences Group.


7.  Posters to go at the Transfer Station.  Trying to cross link with other Town Committees. 


8.  Will be trying to get articles periodically in the Town Sections of Goffstown News and Concord 
Monitor. 


9.  Solar System at the School is not a small feat and we should be very proud of it.  


10.  Energy Audit has been done on the Town Offices.  May want to take on heating system.  It is the duct 
work that is the challenge.  Duct work is not taped or insulated.  By the time the air gets down to this office, 
it may be colder than the room you are trying to heat.  It keeps the dirt in the cellar from freezing and the 
mice comfortable. 


11.  It was noted that a lot of people like this building. (Town Offices)   There is an attachment to it. 


12.  PUC will be offering Grants but they like to have "match" funds.  

13.  Selectmen asked the Energy Committee to prepare a short 1/4 or 1/2 page report for the upcoming 
Town Report.  


Selectmen again thanked John Stevens and the Energy Committee for all their hard work!
OTHER BUSINESS: 


Fred Dion/Meisner: 


Ron Wanner stated that in reading the paperwork on Meisner, with regard to Fred Dion, the 
individual that wanted to build a barn off Everett Road, he has appropriate frontage on a Class V 
Road.  
Why can't he put a garage 250 back on his property? 


It was noted that Mr. Dion would have to go to the Wetlands Board for a Wetlands Crossing in order 
to use his property.  He would prefer to access the garage from Everett Road (Class VI Road).  


Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee:

Brian Pike, Cemetery Trustee , appeared before the Board of Selectmen and reported that with the economy 
the way it presently is,  they had decided to make arrangements with inmates to do cemetery cleanup work 
for two weeks.  They have done considerable work filling in holes and raking leaves.   In addition, they 
have spread loam where needed.  This is all at no cost to the Town of Dunbarton.  

Brian Pike stated that they will be putting together a better plan for this workforce and will try to get on the 
schedule for this in the spring also.  


Gregory Arce, Library Trustee: 

Gregory Arce, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen with the following information re 
the Library and their programs. 


1.  Farm Calendars put out by the Library are out @ $15.00 each.

2.  Men's Coffee Chat at the Library every other Friday at 9:00 am.  (Happens this Friday)


3.  Library will be closed on Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year's Day and early on 
New Year's eve.  


4.  Will be replacing books which were derived from the $2,000 for new books. 


5.  There will be Holiday Concert on Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. with Jan Fuller, Cello, 
and Tom Philbrick, Violin.


6.  December 14, 2010, photographer Paul Wainwright will be at the Library about Meeting Houses. 


7.  January 15, 2011, Open House like last year, in the afternoon  2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the following items: 


Simon Audet Injury:


1.  Reported that Simon Audet had been hurt.  Has an injured pelvis and internal bleeding.  The bleeding 
has been controlled now.  He was transferred from Catholic Medical Center to Dartmouth-Hitchcock.  He 
possibly can be released within the next several days.  Does not need surgery.  No idea when he will be 
able to plow snow, etc.  


Paving Contract:


2.  Was contacted by the successful bidder for the asphalt contract, Advanced Paving.  They have notified 
us that if we want to, they would be willing to do the paving next year for the same bid price as this year, 
 
would like the Town to consider.


Selectmen agreed that because this was an item that would have to go out to bid because it is over 
$10,000, the Town would have to put it out for bid for the upcoming year.  There could be a 
possibility of putting it out to bid for a multi-year bid.   Normally, the bid proposals are sent out after 
Town Meeting in March. 

It was noted that some of the larger paving companies would put in an escalating clause.  Noted that 
usually paving companies like to wait to see what the State Contract price is and this gives them some sort 
of idea as to the market price, etc. 

Les Hammond asked if there would be any advantage towards going in with another Town.  Something to 
consider.


Snowplowing Issue:  


3.   Charles Graybill stated he was not present at the last meeting when the issue about possible guarantees 
was discussed for snow plowing contractors but had read the minutes.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, gave a brief synopsis as follows: 


Present hourly rates are as follows: 

Simon Audet, $75/hour


William Nichols, $70/hour


Jeff Crosby, $70 hour


Bill Preston, $55/hour


1.  Would like to give the snow plowing contractors a guarantee of 5 hours per week whether it snows or 
not.  This would be in line with the State DOT guidelines.  If they plowed, they would get only the hours 
they worked.  They would not be paid for hours worked PLUS the additional five guaranteed hours.  Jeff 
Crosby stated he is trying to be competitive.  DOT snow plowers do not go home until the storm is done.  
They get 30 hours instead of 15, etc.    Dunbarton trucks take a break in the middle of a storm and then 
come back out.  They do not get paid for the entire storm when they are not plowing.  

2.  It was also noted that DOT helps with sub-contractors’ repairs on their trucks.  If the truck breaks down, 
they come out and get them, etc.  


3 Jeff Crosby stated that last week in talking with Ron Wanner and Les Hammond re this issue, Ron 
Wanner 
was more interested in a reimbursement number for the snow plowers at the end of the season 
instead of giving 
them 5 hours each week.  He asked for estimates, etc.  for the season.   No matter what 
happened, this would be payable at the end of the season (November 1 - April 1).  


Jeff Crosby stated he had spoken with the snow plowers but never got a real answer.  Bill Nichols was 
more interested in the 5 hours per week instead of at the end of the season because they need to get their 
trucks ready, etc.  These are seasonal trucks.  Once the trucks are set up for plowing and sanding, they 
cannot be used for anything else such as hauling gravel, etc.  In addition, they stay at the Town Shed 
already loaded and ready to go out.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, presented the following numbers for an average over the last five years.  



William Nichols - $13,000



Simon Audit - $12,000



William Preston - $7,000


Stated that the majority of the storms are between January to the end of the season.  Usually not a lot of 
storms in November.  


Jeff Crosby stated that he looks at this as an insurance policy that assures the Town that we will have 
decent reliable help in the snow plowing season.  Snow plowing is  a key in the entire Highway budget.  It 
is something that has to be done.  You cannot decide you are not going to plow.  It is a safety issue.  The 
schools buses have to have bare roads no later than 5:00 a.m.  They no longer even carry chains.   It is 
different than the old days.  If the roads are not clear, etc., we start getting calls from the police and the 
school buses.  It is a safety issue.  


In the past, there have been problems with hiring unreliable snow plowers.  It is a liability issue if we do 
not keep our Town roads passable, etc.  


We will stick to the bus routes and the major roads first.  Will have to set priorities, etc.  


Charles Graybill stated he did not think this guarantee would be a major selling point for the Town of 
Dunbarton.  The alternative would be to hire Town employees and more vehicles that the Town owns.  
Could put $25,000/year away to purchase vehicles, etc.   Stated he remembered the setup fee for snow 
plowers and there was a public outcry against it.  Suggested that when the snow plowing goes out for bid, 
the snow plowers bid a higher hourly rate which would take care of a "setup fee", etc.  

Jeff Crosby indicated that snow plowing is not a popular thing.  There are no more farm boys willing to do 
it.  Jim Stone used to plow for the town.  Have not been able to find another plowing contractor yet.  If we 
offered an guaranteed minimum to be paid at the end of the season, it might work.
Comments from the Public: 
Lori Davis stated that on the other hand, the people who pay taxes and on a fixed income, they don't have a lot of money.  I don't really believe we should start making sure everyone has a certain amount of money.  We are going to pay someone for not doing anything.  

Jeff Crosby stated he would rather be proactive than reactive to a situation such as having no one to plow.  Just felt this might be an incentive to keep the snow plowers we have.  With regard to the budget, no matter what the budget is, we have to plow the roads.  

Les Hammond stated that in the past, snow plowers didn't even go out until the end of the storm.  It isn't like that anymore.  People expect to be able to travel on Town Roads all the time.  We start getting calls from the Police Department and School Bus Companies if the roads are not passable.  

Charles Graybill suggested the possibility of hiring someone to work for the Town between December 1 and February 28 to plow and do whatever maintenance is necessary.  

Jeff Crosby stated that the Town of Sutton which is about the same size as Dunbarton, has five Highway employees and five Town Trucks.  Their Highway Budget is equal to our whole Town Budget.  There are no easy answers.  The rates are locked in for this year.  All the other Towns in the area have larger Highway Budgets.  
Lori Davis stated that the contractors are locked in for this year.  Would like to see this brought in in the summer.  When you bring something like this in, you plan it, and we have time to start looking and a little more planning time, etc.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that there was a lot of cancelled Selectmen's Meetings.  Last week I assumed Charles Graybill would be present.  We can talk about this later, etc.  That was two weeks ago. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion/action: 

1. Town Hall Restoration Committee

It has been brought to the Selectmen's attention, that there was not a formal motion made to establish 
members of the Town Hall Restoration Committee.  Based on this information, the following motion was 
made: 


MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the nominations as 
presented for the Town Hall Restoration Committee to be Tiffany Dodd, Margaret Watkins, 
Jon 
Wiggin, Steve Kennedy, and Shelley Westenberg and the Selectmen's representatives will 
be Les 
Hammond and Ron Wanner.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

2.  PRIMEX:  Liability and Workmen's Compensation Insurance

Received a request from Primex for the Town of Dunbarton to offer a 7/1/2 discount program and a 2 1//2 
discount if members participate in a Primex program, etc.   If we go with the second year, we will pick up a 
10% discount.  Selectmen noted that in the past, Primex is always the best price.  


MOTION:  


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the proposal from 
PRIMEX for the upcoming two year period.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

3.  Selectmen's Budget Strategy Meeting: 

Noted that there will be a Selectmen's Budget Strategy Meeting to be held Monday, November 22, 2010 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Town Offices.  

4.  CTAP Grant

Noted that the CTAP Grant in the amount of $10,000 has been sent back approved from DOT.  This will 
be used to update the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations.  

Public Comments: 


NONE

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  
MOTION: 

Ron Wanner  made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen at 9:20 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alison R. Vallieres, Recording Secretary
______________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_______________________

Charles Graybill, Selectman

_________________________

Ron W. Wanner, Selectman
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