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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

SUSAN OLSEN, NH MUNICIPAL ENERGY COMMITTEE AND JOHN STEVENS: 

Susan Olsen, NH Municipal Energy Committee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to let them know what was available to the Town regarding Energy, etc.   She noted the following: 

1. The NH Municipal Association is under the auspices of the Local Government Center. 

2. It is an advocacy for 234 Town and Cities in New Hampshire.  She is a registered lobbyist for the State of New Hampshire Legislature.   She is also on a Committee on Government Affairs.  This is an advisory committee, which works on setting policies, etc.  

3. Because there is a number of Energy Issues out there, she is the Energy Person on this Committee.  

4. Asked all the cities and towns if they were interested in becoming part of the New Hampshire Energy Committee.  Last Thursday, held their first meeting.  Have 51 towns and cities already confirmed.  It involves local officials and private citizens, which have been appointed by the Towns.  

5. There is a lot of money out there and a lot of people that want to do things.  They can provide the Town with objective unbiased information on energy.  Have a sub-committee that is going to be working on RFP’s.   Towns need to make sure this sub-committee is aware of their needs, etc. 

a. Have printed out a history of your Town buildings.  (attached)   Downloaded this from the Town’s liability policy, which Local Government Center carries.  

b. Example:  Warner has the same number of municipal buildings as Dunbarton.  Will look at energy costs/needs to compare.  

c. Have a list of resources.  Lists services and can also talk to other towns.  Vendors cannot get this. 

d. Are now “up and running”.  Have had a tremendous response.  Manchester, Concord and Nashua are participating.  There is a wealth of resources.  

e. Can take a look at some of the Town’s buildings and see how they perform energy wise.  Will need 18 months of data regarding usage, etc.  

f. If the Town of Dunbarton is interested in pursuing this, can do a more formal analysis.  Can help you apply for grant money.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, asked if they were able to download information on the school. 

Stated no because it is not part of the insurance liability and is carried through the SAU.  In addition, Goffstown SAU is in Hillsborough County and Dunbarton is in Merrimack County.  In addition, the NH Municipal Association deals with Town governing bodies and not SAU’s.  

Noted that the Town of Dunbarton has five municipal buildings (not counting the school) as follows: 

1. Transfer Station

2. Town Garage

3. Police/Fire Station

4. Town Hall/Library

5. Town Offices 

Presently, there are approximately 100 local communities involved.  There is no cost to the Town of Dunbarton.  

Noted that they need a letter of authorization from the Board of Selectmen allowing the NH Municipal Association to act on their behalf in obtaining energy information, etc. from Public Service Company, Propane and Oil Companies.  In New Hampshire, New Hampshire licenses dog groomers but not contractors or energy auditors.  

Selectmen agreed to give her a letter of authorization, etc.  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that through John Stevens, Dunbarton Energy Committee, have gone through providers for an Energy Audit, etc.  


Go through “Smart Start” Programs.  They look at electrical loads and give recommendations.  


The next run of grant money is a few months away.  Need to have the energy audit completed in order to apply for Grant monies.  In the interim, will start gathering information.  Doing this through the Office of Energy and Planning, and they will not accept any requests that have not gone through the gathering of data.  

Susan Olsen will send the form for the Selectmen’s signature.  

7:35 p.m. – JACQUES BELANGER RE:  SOWLE SUBDIVISION AND MARCOU RE:  TURN-A-ROUND: 


At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the Dunbarton Planning Board had accepted the Sowle application for a two-lot subdivision at their last meeting on August 19, 2009.  They plan to access the proposed lot off Holmes Road to Old Mills Hill Road, which has not been closed.  Old Mills Hill Road is closed north of Holmes Road but not south.  


Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, presented a plan showing the configuration of the proposed driveway and road access.  He stated that this was part of an original 24-acre lot, which Stanley Sowle inherited from the settling of the Sowle Estate in 1982.  

1. Proposing a T turn-around at the end of Holmes Road.  

2. The driveway will be 250 feet from the end of Holmes Road.  This will make a total of 325 feet for road improvements.  

3. Holmes Road is not more than 11 feet wide at this time.  Would not make the driveway any wider than 12 feet.  


Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that according to the Selectmen’s Road Procedure written in 2001, this must have Planning Board’s approval.  (It was noted that the Planning Board has accepted the Sowle application at their last meeting on August 19, 2009.)  He stated he wanted to make sure the Planning Board was involved.  

At this point in the discussion, Ken Swayze, Chairman, Dunbarton Planning Board, stated that he as a Planning Board member did not feel this project was of any great magnitude.  It is only a two-lot subdivision being given to a family member.  The turn around will stay the same but might be modified slightly.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that all parties involved have to come to a mutual agreement on the turn around.  Jim Marcou has been cleaning up the snow plowing, etc.  and has been great to work with.  In the future, another landowner might not want the Town turning around on their property, etc.  Everyone will have to agree, and it should be in writing so there are no questions in the future.    I understand this isn’t going to change the classification of the road.  The driveway will be off the road.  We are not making a reclassification of the road and the Town will not take it over.  

Les Hammond noted that according to RSA 674:41, Class VI roads can be built upon with certain stipulations, etc.  According to the Policy, an application must be made to the Board of Selectmen to build on a Class VI Highway, etc. and shall include a detailed map drawn to scale, etc.  (attached policy)  In addition, a form must be signed and filed at the Registry of Deeds relieving the Town of any responsibility and liability, etc.  

The Board of Selectmen will set criteria for construction of the driveway/road upgrade upon recommendations from the Dunbarton Planning Board.  

Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, stated he needed to know what the Selectmen would require him to do.  

Selectmen noted that according to the Policy, the applicant must submit an application to the Board of Selectmen, along with a detailed map drawn to scale, etc. with a $50.00 fee.  A Public Hearing is scheduled giving 14 days notice to all abutters within 600 feet of the applicant’s lot.  The Planning Board must make a recommendation at least three business days prior to the hearing. 

 Based on this information, the Planning Board will be acting on the request at their Wednesday, September 16th meeting, and the Board of Selectmen can schedule a Public Hearing for Thursday, September 24, 2009.  

The Board of Selectmen needs this no later than September 9, 2009 if not earlier to schedule the Public Hearing, etc.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that whatever they do with the driveway, regarding grading etc. , they can’t increase the water that comes down Holmes Road.  The improvements can’t increase the water towards the James Marcou property or the house down the road.  There must be minimum impact of water.  

JAMES MARCOU:  TURN AROUND: 


James Marcou appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss a change in the turn around at the end of Holmes Road, which is his driveway.  

Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, presented a plan showing a proposed change in the configuration of the turn around which would involve a land exchange between the Town of Dunbarton and James Marcou.  It will be changing the turn-around from the way it is now.  .  

1. In order to apply to the Dunbarton Planning Board, he needs written permission from the Board of Selectmen to apply for a Lot Line Adjustment between him and the Town of Dunbarton. 

2. The amount of land to be exchanged is minimal, this will provide a workable turn-around for the Town/Road Agent for snow plowing.  This is something he has wanted to straighten out for some time.  He stated he felt this was the proper time to do it when the Sowles were in the process of subdividing, etc.  

3. Presently, the road is a Class V.  It will be going from a T type to an L configuration.  

4. Will be requesting a Waiver for monumentation for the corners of the new layout because it would not make sense to put granite markers into the pavement, etc.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he looked at the plan and agreed with it.  As long as everything is documented that the Town can turn around with the snowplow, it is okay.  

Selectmen agreed that they would be willing to sign for the proposed Lot Line Adjustment. 

8:20 p.m. – FIRE CHIEF JON WIGGIN: 


H1N1 Flu Update: 


Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring them up to date on the H1N1 Flu.  He noted the following: 

1. Will no longer be referred to as “Swine” Flu.  It is Novel H1N1 Flu.  

2. Today was on a conference call with the Governor and everyone in the State who is involved with the flu, etc.  

3. We are as well prepared as anyone else in the State.  

4. Have formed a regional public health group.  Involves about 20 other towns.  

5. Police Chief Connelly has come to every one of the meetings, along with Jackie Pelletier.  

6. No one should panic.  The State is right up on this.  Presently, we are at Category 1.  Pandemic goes up to #5 depending on how quickly it spreads.  

7. 30% of the US population gets the flu anyway.  Vaccine is still being tested.  Everyone will need a booster shot after 20-22 days.  

8. Shots will be given to the most susceptible of the population.  Pregnant women, Health care workers, ages 6 – 24 years.  People 24 and older won’t get a shot.  People with health problems such as asthma and respiratory problems will receive shots.  

9. People should still get their regular flu shot as soon as possible. 

10. The problem for Dunbarton will be the school.  Have not yet met with the SAU.  Dunbarton is in one county and the SAU is in another county.  Have been working with the School Nurse.  

11. There will be 5 PODS (Points of Distribution) for the 23 towns.  Dunbarton will go to Hopkinton.  

12. We are looking for recommendations for how to do this.  There is not enough health workers to give the shots.  Should we be busing people to get shots, etc.?   EMS, FF and First Responders should wear masks.  

13. A public health emergency is different from a natural disaster.  This could be going on for up to eight weeks or more.  

14. Regional Center will need volunteers that can give shots.   At this point, RN can give shots.  

15. Have been working with Sue Prentice, Concord Hospital.  She is going to suggest that they let EMT’s; retired nurses, etc. give shots.  Veterinarians can give shots.  

16. Police are involved in security.  

17. Looking for a way to put information on the Dunbarton Web Site with a Link to the CDC (Central Disease Control).  There are fact sheets out on the flu.  

18. Need training of the staff at the school.  People should cover their mouth when they cough or sneeze and wash their hands.  Hand gel at 60% alcohol content is effective.  There should be a “tool kit” for businesses.  The germ last 2 – 3 hours on hard surfaces.  

19. Most people get a mild case of flu.  Should stay home until 24 hours after you no longer have the flu symptoms.  

20. You can’t get both the flu and HlN1 at the same time.  No one can tell how bad it is going to be at this point.  There might be a point in time where we would have to close the school.  We are on top of the situation.  

21. There presently is a woman at Concord Hospital working full-time on this project.  At some point in time, there might be reimbursement for Police and Fire.  

22. Thanksgiving and Christmas will be the worse time for this flu.  

Generators:

1. Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated that Fred Mullen has said that we could run the generators with the plug adapter he put on them.  He doesn’t see a problem on a three-prong plug.  We want to run the Town Hall to see what the 5,000-Watt generator will carry. 

2. Have a 3,500-Watt generator for the Town Offices.  

3. The Fire Department has three generators that are available to the public, etc.  The Fire Department has six generators in all, but three must remain on the emergency equipment, therefore leaving three available generators.  

4. Stated it would be nice to have an extra generator.  We can purchase a 7,500-Watt for approximately $600 - $700.

5. The Fire Department’s generators are not new so they could break down, etc.  

FEMA Monies: 

1. Have an estimate of $5,400 for the building to house the generator.  This is more than we have in FEMA monies.  Will consider putting in the cement pad and a lean-to this year.  Jeff Trexler is in the process of working up a plan, etc.  Will call him again this week to see how it is progressing.  

2. Plan to use the FEMA monies and construct the building shed ourselves.  There would only be material costs, no labor. 

Budget:

1. Already over on the radio repair line.  Will not be any extra monies. 

2. With regard to maintenance, still need to get the body back on the truck, etc.  

3. Have had a pump break down that was around $1,000.  We will try to fix it ourselves.  

4. Would not be planning on much money left over within the Fire Budget. 

DEPARTMENTS: 


Joint Loss Committee:  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that she had recently spoken with Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, and he had agreed to Chair the Joint Loss Committee.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, Highway Department:  

1. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he still planned on rebuilding a section of Long Pond Road.  He is working with the paving schedule with Pike.  He didn’t want to leave it open, etc.  October 1 is the scheduled paving date.  

2. Planning on working on the twin culverts on south end of Twist Hill Road along with the guard rail.  

3. Plan on working on the school parking lot drainage issue tomorrow.  It will be taken care of before school starts.  

4. If there are any State FEMA monies available, would like to take out the stumps on Ray Road.  

5. With regard to the ROW with James Marcou, we should take the opportunity to make sure that all this is explained and in writing.  This is the front yard of this house.  The next owner might not be so happy about the Town turning around in the driveway.  

6. Issue with roadside mowing on Gorham Pond Road.  People are planting within the ROW.  They were going to move the stonewall towards the road.  It was noted that the road is a 50-foot road.  

Comments from the Public: 


NONE

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.   Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


_____________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

