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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

ROAD ACCEPTANCE OF ZACHARY DRIVE, PHASE I:  


Robert Desmarais appeared before the Board of Selectmen as owner of Ottavio Enterprises, etc. the new owner of the subdivision.   


It was noted for the record that the Dunbarton Planning Board had made a motion at their Wednesday, July 15, 2009 meeting as follows: 

 MOTION: 

Terry Swain made a motion to acknowledge the status of construction of “Zachary Drive” (fka Dolores Drive)  (Phase I) as shown on subdivision plans approved June 18, 2003, by the Dunbarton Planning Board (Tax Map #I4-02-04), be considered as “substantially complete for purposes of Class V roadway acceptance” for Phase I, by the Town of Dunbarton, Board of Selectmen; with the understanding that the following is incomplete and/or pending further review:

1. See review letter from Don Mayo, Town Engineer dated July 14, 2009

Further move that the remaining surety posted for construction of said roadway, in the amount of $64,000 be released to the sole authority and control of the Board of Selectmen for the purposes of administering and enforcing provisions of the policy of accepting new Town roads, insofar as such provisions comply with the terms of the original subdivision approval.

This motion is further subject to the condition that all other requirements have been met, including but not limited to, all deeds and other legal instruments being prepared, reviewed, and subsequently filed at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds.

The motion was seconded by Michael Poirier.  The motion passed unanimously.

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the history of this project is that it started several years ago as a nine lot subdivision and was split into two phases, Phase I and Phase II.  Phase I consists of 5 lots and Phase II is 4 lots.  Phase I is the portion of the road we are considering accepting tonight.

Road Acceptance by Dunbarton Board of Selectmen:  

The owners are asking the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen to accept Phase I as a Class V Town Road this evening.  

Les Hammond noted that both Don Mayo, Town Engineer, and Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, have stated the road is substantially complete.  

Bond Money:

In addition, Mr. Desmarais is requesting that some of the bond money be returned to him.  

Don Mayo, Town Engineer, has submitted a list of projects and estimated costs to finish the project.  (attached)  

Based on Don Mayo’s estimate of approximately $37,000.00, there would be approximately $27,000 remaining from the bond.  

Charles Graybill stated that he felt we should follow Town Counsel’s advice and proceed through the Court system to determine where the remainder of the bond should go.  At this time, Alan Simoneau is claiming ownership through his Attorney Morgan Hollis.  

Ron Wanner stated he would rather avoid going through the Court system because of legal costs, etc.  

Les Hammond stated he felt the money should go to Ottavio

Public Comments:  

Lori Davis stated there were some things not done.  Are these things part of those requirements?  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that one of these things is the topcoat of pavement.  We don’t want them to put it on yet because it will be damaged during the construction process.  A total amount of $20,500 is being set aside for the paving.     In addition, they have hydro seeded but it hasn’t come up yet.  We are setting aside $4,000 for this also.  

Charles Graybill asked Mr. Desmarais what the time frame was for completion of the development.  

Mr. Desmarais noted that the project, (Phase I) would be completed within eight weeks and the road will be completely done.  They will continue to finish the rest.  There are already two houses on the road, one complete and one being built along with two other potential buyers.  

Ken Swayze stated that the figures from Don Mayo, Town Engineer, for project completion were very generous.  The Town is very lucky that this subdivision was purchase back by Ottavio because it relieves the Town of any responsibility for completion of the road.   Alan Simoneau posted a performance bond, and he did not finish the project.  He defaulted on the performance bond.  

Board of Selectmen Discussion:  

Charles Graybill stated this has been going on for a long period of time.  The issue of the money and whom it belongs to is an issue.  On June 3, 2009 Al Simoneau sent a communication to the Town stating that he wanted the money.  We already gave back $25,000 to Desmarais through his attorney.  

Bond Money:

The end result of the discussion was that the Board of Selectmen reached a consensus to let the bond issue set for a week to give the Town time to try to resolve this issue through the Town Attorney and Robert Desmarais, etc. and make a decision on the return of any bond money at that time.  

This item will be on the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen’s agenda for next week’s meeting. 

Road Acceptance:  

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the status of construction of “Zachary Drive” (fka Dolores Drive) (Phase I), as shown on subdivision plans approved June 18, 2003, by the Dunbarton Planning Board (Tax Map #I4-02-04), be considered as “substantially complete for purposes of Class V roadway acceptance” of Phase I, by the Town of Dunbarton, Board of Selectmen; with the understanding that the following is incomplete and/or pending further review as reported by Don Mayo, Town Engineer:  

Bela Brook Estates 

Estimated cost of complete Phase I 

Grapevine Road to Sta. 14+25

Item






Estimated Cost to Complete

Hydro seed – Detention Pond, Fire pond and

Roadway slopes and ditches unfinished or with 

Unsatisfactory grass growth




$4,000.00

Repair and reseed slopes and ditches as required


$2,000.00

Top course of roadway and fire pond pavement

             $20,500.00

Complete shoulders after top course of pavement


$ 2,300.00

Clean culverts, catch basin and drainage manhole


   $ 400.00

Grade and repair Grapevine Road shoulders


$ 1,000.00

Culvert markers






   $ 200.00

Replace detention pond outlet orifice



   $ 200.00

Engineering and survey





$ 3,000.00




Sub-total



$33,600.00




+ 10%




    3,360.00

Estimated cost to complete
Total



$36,960.00

Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

PAM MILIOTO TO DISCUSS DIRECT DEPOSIT RESULTS: 

Pam Milioto, Town Treasurer, appeared before the Board and reported on the Survey for Direct Deposit which was done recently for Town employees as follows: 

1. Stated that there were 19 yes votes and 5 no votes on the Direct Deposit from Town Employees. 

2. Stated there had been questions from the Police Department.  (attached)  

3. Stated that Direct Deposit would not be mandatory.  

4. Stated that the Town did not have to purchase BMSI software to handle Direct Deposit.  It would be done directly to a “secure Citizen’s Bank Web Site”.  If Direct Deposit were handled this way, two payroll batches would be created, one for checks and one for Direct Deposit, etc.  

5. Stated that she would be willing to do the entering onto the secure Web Site for Citizen’s Bank if that would make it easier. 

Alison Vallieres stated that if we went to Direct Deposit, she would want to be responsible for the entering of data, etc.  


Board Discussion: 

Charles Graybill, Selectmen, stated that he felt we should do it within our BSMI Payroll Program and further noted at this time there is no money to purchase the software.  Would suggest waiting until next year and include the costs for the software, etc. within our 2010 budget.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, also noted that there is a software program for Clerk Works to allow taking in taxes and vehicle registrations on credit cards and checks, etc., and it going directly to the bank, etc.  This could be considered at the same time.  

The end result of the discussion was that Line Comeau will contact BSMI and have a representative attend a meeting with the representative of the bank, the Board of Selectmen, Line Comeau, Town Treasurer and Payroll, etc. to find out the pros and cons of Direct Deposit and doing it without purchasing the modular at this time.  

DEPARTMENTS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported on the following issues: 


Local Government Center – Lawsuit re Court Case for Retirement Costs to Towns”

1. Received a communication from Local Government Center asking if the Town of Dunbarton was willing to sign up as a participant in the Lawsuit against the State regarding increased Retirement Cost to Towns, etc.  In addition, they were requesting whether the Town wished to contribute money to the cause. 

The Board of Selectmen reached a consensus that at this point, they did not feel they wanted to join in the lawsuit nor contribute to the lawsuit.  

Local Government Center – Communication regarding Nominations for Volunteer of the Year: 

1. Received a communication from Local Government Center regarding the Town of Dunbarton making a recommendation for a Volunteer of the Year.  Deadline is August 31. 2009.  

Charles Graybill stated that they had tried this for two or three times with no results.  

The Board of Selectmen reached a consensus not to make a recommendation for Volunteer of the Year at this time.  


Request to have a Wedding in the Bandstand in the Center of Town:  

1. The Town has received a request to have a wedding in the Bandstand.  The people are from Goffstown.  The request is for October 3, 2009.  Have checked with Donna Dunn and she has stated that the people’s insurance will cover liability etc.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated he felt the Bandstand should be used by residents of the Town of Dunbarton only.   Also would think that Dunbarton’s liability insurance is what would cover the use but we should check with our liability insurance company.  

Ron Wanner stated that it is a public bandstand.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will obtain more information about the number of people, how long they will be there, insurance coverage, etc.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent: 

1. Stated that with all the budget woes going on with the State is the Town of Dunbarton going to receive their regular Block Grant, which usually goes to the Highway Department.  In the past, it has been $70,000.  

It was noted that as far as everyone knew, Dunbarton would still be receiving this Block Grant.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Charles Williamson asked if the State would still be paying the Flood Control Reimbursement, etc.  

Selectmen noted that Massachusetts usually pays the State, and the State forwards it to the Town.  Last year, Dunbarton actually received two payment.  Possibly because Massachusetts has been behind in their payments.  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he felt Patrick “Woody” Bowne and the Transfer Station employees should be thanked for helping out with Irene Thalheimer’s materials from her home.  Fred Mullen and Donna Dunn spent considerable time going through old papers and saving historical papers, etc.  

Ron Wanner, Selectman, stated that he had received a call about the use of the Community Center.  The Community Center is booked up continually for basketball, and there is no space available for any other Community use.  Would suggest that the Town be allowed to use the center within a certain block of time, etc.  Some sort of scheduling should be worked out.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.   Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


____________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

