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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

CARL METZGER, CUTTING OF TREES:

Carl Metzger, Flintlock Farm Road, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss cutting of trees along Flintlock Farm Road.  He stated the following: 

1. Stated the Highway Department cut trees on his property resulting in 65 trees being cut.  

2. Stated the right of way for the road at Flintlock Farm Road is 50 feet wide and the trees cut were on his property.  

3. Stated his wife came home and found the trees cut and had a discussion with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, told her that basically the Town could do what they wanted, etc.   Stated the trees were on the Town right of way.  

4. Carl Metzger stated he wanted an apology in writing to his wife from Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, or wants the Town to pay for all the trees that were cut on his land.  

5. Stated that when Public Service Company cuts trees, they want us to know that they are going to be cutting, etc.   In this case, we were told nothing.  

6. Carl Metzger asked why they could not keep the wood, instead of having it chipped, etc.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, asked Mr. Metzger if he had monuments showing the boundaries of his property.  He stated he did.   It was noted that the Highway Department is all done cutting now.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that the trees were all under 4.5” and mostly pine.  This is considered brush.  It was necessary to cut the trees to maintain the culverts and for sight distance.  This is a safety issue.  There is no access to the culverts unless the trees are cut.  These trees should have been cut regularly over the years, but were not.   Sometime in the near future, the Town will need to redo the road.  We need to get the road back.  In some places, there is only ¾” of pavement.  Some sections have been plowed right back to the dirt.   Stated the beaver dam culvert is also blocked.  We need to maintain the culverts.  This is why the trees were cut along with safety and sight reasons.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked Carl Metzger why he put steel poles on the side of the road in the winter, which causes a hazard.    It makes it difficult for the snowplow.  Mr. Metzger stated that he didn’t want the snow being piled up on his property, etc.  

In addition, there was a discussion about mowing that Carl Metzger did and if it was on the Town land, which is a small triangular parcel.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the Highway Budget has been tight.  If we could do a mile of road a year it would be something.  We are not budgeting enough to even do that.  We have to make a decision at some point regarding road work/money.

The Town is in the process of cutting back some of the brush along the Town roads.  In addition, the Fire Chief does mowing.  You can’t do the mowing if you have to stop and go around all the brush.  

The Selectmen decided that they would schedule a Site Walk to the Metzger property sometime next week to look over the situation.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion/action: 


Computer Technician Services:  

1. Charles Graybill, Selectman, had suggested that the Selectmen invite the Computer Technician that had bid on the project to give us his presentation and work out some sort of payment plan, etc.

Computer Problems/Failure:  

2.  During the course of this week, have had numerous problems with the computers.  Linda was unable to log on from home, etc.  In addition, Alison and Line were getting numerous error messages.  Today, we are no long connected to the server.  Contacted the Technician, which we currently use via text messaging.   Asked him if he was still interested, etc.  In the meantime, the server got worse and the screen blacked out, etc.  Computer Technician stated he would be in the office on Friday morning for an hour.  

3. Selectmen advised to call the person that bid on the Computer Technician contract (Jim Michaud).  He came up and spent three hours working on the server.  He needed to get to the right drives and felt that it would be cost effective if the previous Technician could advise him where certain programs were located.  The messages show that one of the drives is failing.  He will continue to work on the system and get it up and running.

4. Jim Michaud, Computer Technician will attend the Selectmen’s Meeting next week to make a presentation. 

Telephone System Problems:  

1. Phones have been scratchy for a period of time.  Have been unable to locate the problem.  The Dunbarton Telephone Company told us to take a telephone out on the pole outside and hook it up.  If it is not scratchy there, the problem is inside.  In addition, Kyle Parker changed the telephone jack, and it has made things worse.  

2. Recently became aware that we had a Telephone Service Contract but were billed $130.00 for repairs to Town Clerk’s phone.  The phone still does not work.  Called and asked that the $130.00 we just paid for repairs could be applied to the service contract cost of $140.00 and they informed me that the service contract only covers the panel and not the phones.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, suggested calling Greta Brandt regarding the problems with the phones, as she was the one who installed the system. 

Auditing Services: 

1. Were able to give the Auditors balancing numbers, etc. which they requested.  

2. Will proceed with developing the RFP for Auditing Services.  Plan to put it out for bid in September.  

Town Hall Centennial Celebration: 

Les Hammond reported that the Centennial Celebration would be next weekend, Friday and Saturday, June 5 and 6, 2009.  Things are going smoothly.  

Single Stream Committee:  

Ron Wanner reported that the Single Stream Committee met this past Wednesday.  The Coop people made a presentation.  Charles Graybill was also present.  Minutes of the previous month’s meeting are on the Town Web Site.  Will make sure to forward them to the members in the future.  

Single Stream Committee will make a recommendation prior to the March Town Meeting.  Will also make a presentation to Town Meeting.  

Commercial Haulers:  

It was noted that at next week’s Selectman’s meeting, June 4, 2009, Patrick “Woody” Bowne will make a public presentation on a policy for the Commercial Haulers.  

Ron Boynton has been invited to attend also. 

Liability Insurance: 

Received a call regarding the possibility of the Garden Club getting some kind of liability policy through the Local Government Center at a reduced cost, etc.   Some sort of policy is available i.e. Tulip Policy.  It was suggested that the Local Government Center make a presentation to the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen regarding Liability Insurance and what is available.  In addition, they would make recommendations as to Liability Insurance limits for sub-contractors to carry who do work for the Town.  

Liability Insurance/Commercial Haulers: 

Ron Wanner stated that if the Commercial Haulers are required to carry one million dollars of liability insurance, they will be put out of business.  

Charles “Chuck” Williamson stated the Commercial Haulers are not doing work for the Town.  They are not hired by the Town.

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated that the Fire Department carries their own liability insurance for the Chicken Barbeque.  

Memorial Day Celebration: 

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the word did not seem to get out this year about the Memorial Day Celebration.  We had the Hopkinton Band, which are 28 members and very few people attended.  Maybe it would be more successful if it were outside.  It was noted there would be problems with wind and rain, etc.  Also would have to set up the chairs outside and then move to inside if it rained.  

Concord Monitor/ Town Crier: 

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, commented that the Concord Monitor now has a Correspondent for the Town of Dunbarton.  Possibility of getting items into the Concord Monitor through the Town Crier, etc.  

Transfer Station:  

Closing Transfer Station for July 4:  

Patrick “Woody” Bowne noted that July 4 falls on a Saturday.  Would suggest that the Transfer Station be closed for Saturday, July 4, 2009.  

Selectmen agreed with the closure of the Transfer Station on Saturday, July 4.  

Heifer Project: 

Patrick “Woody” Bowne stated that Jennifer Allen of Dunbarton had requested to solicit for the Heifer Project at the Transfer Station.  This is a church project fundraiser.   In the past, the Transfer Station has had Bean Supper Fund Raisers, Daffodils, and politicians, etc. but felt the Selectmen should approve/deny the request.    

Selectmen agreed that they would approve this use as long as it did not obstruct traffic, etc. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.   Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


___________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

