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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2009
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

7:00 p.m. – FIRE CHIEF AND POLICE CHIEF:  FEMA DISCUSSION: 

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, and Chris Connelly, Police Chief, both appeared before the Board to discuss distribution of FEMA monies.  The following is the breakdown of the FEMA monies: 


Police Department:  75% of $4,457.00 =

$ 3,343.00


Fire Department:      75% of $6,106.00 =

$ 4,579.50


Highway:
     75% of $12,135.61 = 

$ 9,102.00


Highway Future Cleanup 75% of $13,239.13 = 
$ 9,929.00



Highway Total =
 ($19,031.00)



Total 75% (Received) 




$26,953.50


Check Received from FEMA


$ 27,985.56


Less 75% Department totals based on worksheets 
- 26,953.50


General Fund Balance




$   1,032.06



TOTAL CHECK RECEIVED



$27, 985.56

At this point in the meeting, the Selectmen stated they would like to use a percentage from the Police and Fire Department FEMA monies to install a Gen Tran (generator hookup box) for both the Police/Fire Station and the Town Offices.  This way it would be easy to plug in a generator in case of an emergency instead of running cords, etc.   Estimated cost would be about $1,000 each for no more than $2,000.  

The Selectmen stated that the Fire/Police Department needs to be able to operate in an emergency situation such as the Ice Storm.  In addition, the Town Offices have two sump pumps that are continually running in the cellar which need to be operating 24/7.  The Gen Tran will allow for an easy hookup for both these Town Buildings.  

The Selectmen stated they would wait for the bids to come in for the electrical work for the Town before getting an estimate for this Gen Tran electrical work.  The bids close May 5, 2009 so the bids will be opened at the Thursday, May 7, 2009 Selectmen’s Meeting.  Once the electrical bid is awarded, then an estimate can be calculated.  

The Selectmen stated that the FEMA monies would not be listed in the regular operating budget of the Fire and Police Departments.  Any monies that are determined by the Chiefs to be expended from FEMA monies should be coordinated through Line Comeau, Town Administrator, for the appropriate account number.  

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated that if there is any money left, he would like to purchase a small generator. 

Stephanie Drive:  

At this point in the meeting, Charles Graybill, Selectman, asked the Fire Chief if he could make the turn with the fire truck at the corner of Stephanie Drive.   This issue had come up at a previous Selectmen’s Meeting by a resident.  

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, stated he had read the minutes of the meeting when a concerned citizen had stated that the Fire Truck was unable to get to his home because it could not make the turn, etc.  Jon Wiggin stated this was not true.  The Fire Truck, in fact, did get to the house and Jon Wiggin stated he was driving it.  Charles Graybill asked the Fire Chief if he felt the corner was too tight and should be widened a little.  Jon Wiggin stated if the corner could be widened, it would be a benefit.  

Les Hammond noted that this is not a Town Road and Town monies cannot be expended on a road which is not a Town Road according to the RSA’s.    This is just a paper road.  

Commercial Trash Haulers:  

Ron Boynton, Commercial Trash Hauler, was on the agenda but did not show up.  The Selectmen discussed the Commercial Trash Haulers outstanding fees as follows: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that the two outstanding Haulers had been sent a Certified Letter noting that the deadline for paying the $500 fee was May 15, 2009.  

Ron Wanner, Selectman, asked if there was a written policy regarding the fees for Commercial Haulers.  It was noted it was at the Transfer Station. 

 Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the $500 fee was based on the Commercial Haulers at the Transfer Station once a week, with a Transfer Station employee helping them unload and sorting the materials for at least two hours.  (52 weeks a year @ $10.00/week = $520).  

The Selectmen agreed that if these two haulers do not pay the $500 fee by the deadline, they will have to stop dumping at the Transfer Station.  The rules are for everyone.  The third hauler has already paid his $500 fee. 

RENE OUELLET, SCHOOL BOARD: 

Rene Ouellet, School Board Member, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to bring them up to date on the following issues: 

1. The recent Election left the School Board Membership the same as before.  Deb Foster continues as Chairman. 

2. Are in the process of cleaning out the storage sheds in back of the school.  There are a lot of old CPUs and monitors, and several school desks.  Will set up another day for Selectmen to look.

3. Stimulus Money – School will be getting between $10,000 - $20,000.  Will be used towards technology, etc.  The monies cannot be used to offset other expenses.  

4. Having ongoing problems with the school roof.   Need to strip shingles off the roof and put in new insulation. There has been damage to the classrooms, ceiling tiles, etc.  There is a possibility of getting Stimulus monies for Energy Improvements that could possibly be used for roof.   Possibility of combining energy improvements with the Town to obtain monies.  Energy Audit could be done in conjunction with the Town.  

The Selectmen stated that they would have the Board of Selectmen’s approval to go ahead to seek Stimulus Grant monies for an Energy Audit possibly in conjunction with the Town. 

5. Have completed the first year with a new School Principal, New Superintendent, and two new Assistant Superintendents.  There has been no turnover in school staff.  The census has dropped over the past two years and remains at 200. 

6. Selectmen noted that the Road Agent had mentioned damaged Pine trees in back of the playground of the School.  He suggested they be taken down before they die and fall down and create a hazard.  

Rene Ouellet requested that if and when the trees are taken down, it be done during school vacation.  

Charles Graybill stated that Mike Underwood had noted that the doors on the shed where the Town stores the snow blower need to be replaced because of security reasons, etc. 

JOHN STEVENS, ENERGY AUDIT: 


John Stevens reported that they had received three proposals for the Energy Audit as follows:



Company



Quote 



Jordan Institute:  



$ 9,000 



GDS Associates, Inc. 


$ 10,950 



WV Engineering Associates PA

$   8,000

John Stevens stated that all the proposals have different methods that are used.  Some are more complete than others. 

Ron Wanner, Selectman, suggested that the Selectmen read the proposals over the next week so they understood them better.  It was suggested that John Stevens come back to the Board of Selectmen next week to answer any questions the Board of Selectmen would have.

Les Hammond, Chairman, asked if the Town would be getting any free software with any of the proposals.  John Stevens stated the Town would not.  

John Stevens will return to the Board of Selectmen Meeting on Thursday, May 7 to answer questions after the Selectmen review the proposals.  

OTHER BUSINESS, TOWN DEPARTMENTS: 

TOWN OFFICES:  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion/action:  


Appointments: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, gave Appointment paperwork for Michael Kaminski, Alternate to the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment for signatures.  Selectmen signed paperwork.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that Fred Mullen had requested that he be appointed officially as the Designee for the Perambulation of the Town Lines, etc. including the Town of Hooksett/Dunbarton which is due to be done this year.  

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Fred Mullen as the Designee for the Perambulation of the Town Line between the Town of Dunbarton and Town of Hooksett.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

American Flag: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator stated that the LaMarca’s had requested that the Town Flag be taken down because it was in very bad condition.  Were referred to the State House to purchase a replacement flag at a cost of $26.50.  In addition, Gary MacCubbin, American Legion, gave the Town a flag.  This flag will be used on the Town Common.  Fred Mullen will be responsible for the burning of the old flag at the next burning of flags, etc. 

Cemetery Flags: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that all the Cemetery flags have been damaged by bugs and mildew and need to be replaced prior to Memorial Day.  

The Selectmen agreed to go ahead and order 150 Cemetery flags for veterans.  Cost is $120.00 plus shipping.  

Tax Valuation Updates: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that MRI had recently done updates for 144 parcels, of which 52 had a decrease and 44 had an increase.  These were done on the basis of issued building permits, etc.  

Art Festival:  

Pat Murphy has requested that they be allowed to use the Town Parking Lot for Saturday and Sunday, May 2 and 3, 2009 for overflow parking for the Art Festival.  

The Selectmen stated that there would be a possible conflict with the Jacqueline Belanger Funeral which would be occurring on Saturday afternoon.  Would request that the Police handle the parking issue and make allowance for parking for the funeral between the hours of 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.  on Saturday.  

Library Sign: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that the Library now has a new sign up on the front of the Town Hall under the Town Hall Sign.  In addition, they are still looking for recommendations for a replacement sign for the entrance.  (Sign is missing)  

Selectmen suggested Tiffany Dodd, Library Trustee, contact Darlene Leone regarding making one similar to the Town Office sign which she did.  

Town Clerk, Vacation Time: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that Linda Peters, Town Clerk, would be on vacation the following week.  Asked if she would be required to complete a leave request. 

Selectmen agreed that she did need to complete a request for leave time.  

Town Audit:  

Noted that the Auditors would be at the Town Office Tuesday, May 5 and Wednesday, May 6, 2009.  Would like all Town Committees and Boards, etc. which handle funds be available for discussion/questions.  

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT:  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported the following issues/action:  

Gas Line Maintenance at School:

Reported that Mike Underwood has finished most of the work for the gas line to be buried.  The gas company came out Monday.  It was established that the gas company put the line on the building.  The Town of Dunbarton should not have to pay for their mistakes.  Estimate of $500 for the installation of a new gas line.  

Cemetery Brush at East Cemetery:  


Cemetery brush at the East Cemetery has been taken care of by Town Highway Department.  


Michael Guiney, Kelsey Road Plowing Turn-Around: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, reported that Michael Guiney, Kelsey Road, had recently settled a Civil Issue with David Nault regarding use of a right of way, etc.  In the past, the Town would put snow in front of his barn.  Have come up with a plan with a proposed turn-around for the Town using the existing driveway.  

Mike Guiney has agreed to let the Town continue to turn around on the existing driveway.  

Mike Guiney stated that the reason he did not want it in the past was the possibility of losing property to the Town, etc.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that as long as you are giving permission for the Town, etc. to use your property, you will not lose it.  

Mike Guiney stated this will still leave plenty of room for the Town truck to turn around.  

Brush Cutting:  

The Highway Department will be doing brush cutting on Flintlock Farm Road, Armand’s Way and Clifford Farm Road.  Should the Town be putting an announcement in the paper that we are going to be doing this brush cutting?  

Selectmen suggested putting this information on the Web Site so residents are aware of the brush cutting, etc.  

Beaver at Armand’s Way: 

Bruce Miles has reported that he has trapped four beaver at Armand’s Way Culvert area. 

Mansion Road Brush Cleanup:  

Charles “Chuck” Williamson reported that the State has started the Ice Storm brush cleanup on Mansion Road.  

Public Hearing for Road Construction:  

Selectmen noted that there had not yet been a Public Hearing for Road Construction this year.  Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will work with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, to schedule a Public Hearing.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 


None.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 9:07 p.m.   Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary
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Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman
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Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

