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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  APRIL 23,  2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

7:00 p.m. – LORI WAMSER, LIBRARY TRUSTEE: 

Lori Wamser, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen and brought their attention to  the following items: 

1. Introduced Pat Wood, newly elected Library Trustee.  Stated that Pat Wood and Gregory Arce were the new Trustees taking the place of Deb Trottier and Norm Roberge whose terms were up this year. 

2. Gave an update to the Board of Selectmen on the upcoming Centennial Celebration for the Library as follows:  

a. Will be tours of the upstairs of the Town Hall.  Upstairs will be cleaned up in preparation of the tours. 

b.  Donations of pies are being coordinated for the pie-eating contest.  

c. The Town paperwork has been moved into the Storage Room and out of the way.  

d. Video of the Cinderella Play done years ago with Town Resident actors will be shown.

e. Breaking tasks down into Committees, and it is working well.  

f. Fred Mullen will have a table with historic photos.  He has a lot of materials.  

3. Delta Mechanical has been working on getting the air conditioning installed into the Library. 

4. Tiffany Dodd, Library Trustee, will report back to the Board of Selectmen on the walk- through done with the representative of LCIP Program funding, etc. (Maggie Steer)  There appears to be little funding available at this time because of difficult economic times and budget cuts.  

5. Discussion as to the number of people allowed in the upstairs of the Town Hall at one time.  Library Trustees thought the figure was 50 people.  Selectmen suggested it might be 20.  

The Fire Chief should be contacted by the Library Trustees to determine the amount of people allowed in the upstairs at one time according to the Fire Code, etc.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the 50 gray chairs in the upstairs of the Town Hall will be moved back to the Community Center.  

6. Library Sign is in the process of being painted.  Will be put up under the Dunbarton Town Hall sign on the Town Hall. 

7. Asked if the tree trimming will be done prior to the Centennial Celebration.  

Les Hammond, Chairman,  stated that there are two evergreens that need to be trimmed because they are covering two or three of the War Monuments.  The trimming is not a safety issue.  

RICK SCHAEFFER, CEMETERY TRUSTEE, TO DISCUSS DAMAGE TO MONUMENTS: 

Rick Schaeffer, Cemetery Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss December Ice Storm Damage to monuments and tree debris, etc.   Noted the following issues: 

1. Cemetery Trustees recently did a site walk and determined  there was considerable tree debris, etc. at the East Cemetery.  Asked the Selectmen if there was any way of getting funds to clean up the tree debris, etc.  from the FEMA monies.  Stated he had taken pictures of damage on their Site Walk.  The pictures were digitally filed on the computer.  Asked Selectmen to look at them if they could.  Selectmen noted they would have to look at another time and not during the meeting.  Rick Schaeffer presented copies of pictures of damage also. 

Noted they needed to come to the Board of Selectmen regarding funds before contracting with Mike Underwood for tree removal, etc.   

Selectmen stated that the FEMA monies have already been allocated, and there is no way they can be used for Cemetery cleanup.  Suggested they use the $10,000 passed at Town Meeting for any Monument repairs.    In addition, there is $3,000 in the Cemetery Budget for maintenance.  

2. Asked Board of Selectmen about the dead trees along Route 13 and who would be responsible for taking them down.    Stated in addition, there are many trees that could use a good pruning, etc.  

Selectmen noted that DOT is responsible for dead trees along Route 13 and not the Town of Dunbarton.  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he was unaware of any other available monies.  Suggested getting in touch with Donna Dunn about getting a volunteer group together.  

R. Schaeffer stated he didn’t think this was the type of work that volunteers could do because of the liability issue for the Town.  This work would involve using a chain saw.  

3. Brought up the fact that there appears to be some sort of  insect infestation on the eastern side hill of the East Cemetery.  Asked if there was someone who could be contacted regarding getting rid of this.  Didn’t know if it was ground bees or flying ants, etc.  

Selectmen suggested possibly contacting University of New Hampshire to see if there was someone who could look at the infestation.  

Alison Vallieres also stated that the Insect and Disease Section of Forests and Lands might be helpful.  

4. Noted that he thought the Cemetery Trustees would be working on a “Pictorial Review” of all the cemeteries.  

HOLLY RILEY, GARY ROAD: 

Holly Riley appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of  building a house on the lot next to them.  They have been told by the Building Department that they could not build on this lot unless they received a Variance from the Zoning Board of Adjustment.    She noted the following with regard to this issue: 

1. There presently is a new house being built right across the street from their lot which we want to build on. 

Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated that particular lot had an existing house on it and was rebuilt.  Your lot is an empty lot.  There has to be road frontage on a Town Maintained Road to be able to build.    It was noted that Gary Road where their lot is located is considered a “Paper Road” and not maintained by the Town.  

2. Read excerpts from the RSA’s, which related to roads within subdivisions, etc. 

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the Gorham Pond Development was done in the 1950’s long before there was Zoning or Planning in the Town of Dunbarton.  Gary Road is not a Town Road and you need frontage on a Town Road to build.  That road was part of the plan when they laid it out by Northern Realty, etc. in the 50’s.  It is just a paper road and not Town Maintained.  You don’t have frontage on a Town Road.   

3. Stated that Eric Sperry had recently been able to get a permit to build a house on 7 Gary Road.  What is the difference?  They are also building a house across the street.   Stated she was told her lot was a buildable lot.  

Selectmen noted that this permit was probably issued because it was a “rebuild” of an existing camp, etc.  Your lot is a vacant lot and needs town maintained road frontage.   In addition, two wrongs don’t make a right and if this permit was issued in error, it was a mistake and we can’t do it again, etc.  These things need closer scrutiny.

4. Stated that Eric Sperry’s house was actually new construction.  In addition, he has a septic design for the other camp and will be building a new house there also.  

Selectmen again stated that they must come to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for a Variance to build on a lot with no Town Maintained Road Frontage.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, explained the process for applying for a Variance, etc.  

The Selectmen stated that in 1957, the Town accepted the property with the stipulation that the Town was only going to maintain one mile of road and the rest  remained “paper roads”.  

At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that just because everyone has been using the road does not make it a Class V Town Maintained Road.  It remains a private road.  

5. Holly Riley stated that the road is pretty well taken care of.  Eric Sperry just recently put “Nit-Pack” on the road and it is pretty wide.  

Selectmen again noted that the frontage issue needs to be addressed at the Zoning Board of Adjustment level.   The road has to meet Class V standards.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Gas Line – School:

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the School Principal had been in touch with him regarding the gas line at the school.  The Gas Company will be coming out on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 to assess the situation and be back later to install, etc.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, noted that he had discovered that the gas line feeds a hot water heater in the boiler room and is only used in the summer months.  This was installed so the school could shut the furnace off in the summer months and still have hot water.  

Town is responsible for the digging of the line.  Would probably have to be hand dug because of possible heating fuel lines in the same area.  

JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT:  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, brought up the following issues and comments: 

1. Recently spoke with Pam Mitchell, District #5 Engineer.  Pam Mitchell stated that the State DOT was responsible for the cleanup of Route 13 and  Mansion Road.  The DOT’s goal is to have the entire cleanup completed by May 15, 2009.  

a. Pam Mitchell stated that some people had been bringing their private brush to the side of the road for cleanup by DOT.  They will not be able to handle this.  Jeff Crosby assured her that this would not be a problem in Dunbarton.  Some Dunbarton Town Residents are even cleaning up the debris, which is on the side of the roads.  

2. Asked Pam Mitchell who was responsible for the maintenance of Mansion Road and Everett Dam Road.  Pam Mitchell stated it was the State’s responsibility.  Jeff Crosby asked her to come out and do an assessment.  The pavement is breaking up, etc.  They will probably do a grader overlay to shore the road up.  

3. Pam Mitchell stated that the Town of Dunbarton is responsible for the winter snow removal and ice control of Mansion and Everett Dam Roads.  DOT will fill pot holes, etc.  

4. E-2 is a weight classification of up to a certain limit.  As soon he as finds out the weight limits, will let Selectmen know.  (This is weight limit for Stark Stone Bridge)

5. Asked about FEMA monies and if Highway Department can use FEMA funds to pay for surveying/engineering invoice for Twist Hill Culvert, etc.  

FEMA Monies: 



FEMA Monies were discussed as follows: 

Town recently received check  from FEMA for a total of $27,985, which represents 75% of the total of $37,314, which was approved.   The following breakdown was noted: 

Category  A:  Monies for work that remains to be done such as brush cleanup, etc. 







100%

75%

Highway Department for brush clean up 

$13,239
    
$9,929

Category B:  Monies that have already been expended by the Town





100%                                       
 75%

Police Department

4,458



3,343

Fire Department


6,106



4,580

Highway Department
             12,136



9,102

It was noted that Highway Department has a total of  $19,031, which includes both monies already expended, and Monies in Category, A which are, projected expenses. 

It was noted that the State will be paying 12.5% and the Town absorbs 12.5% of the costs.    Unknown at this time, if and when the State will pay the 12.5% portion.

3. Noted behind the school, there are large pine trees which had the tops taken off during the Ice Storm.  These are going to die at some point.  We should do something about them before they fall, etc. 

4. Brian Nordle has asked what is the next step in upgrading Purgatory Pond Road.  

Ron Wanner gave a brief summary of the events leading up to private citizens petitioning the Governor and Council in the 60’s  to create an access to public waters.  The right of way was built with State funds as a Class VI road.  John O. Morton, Highways and Byways Commissioner, hoped the “fathers” of the Town would continue to take care of the road.  The only other option is for Fish and Game Department to make it a Class III A, and they have no intention of doing that at this time.  The Town does not have to maintain the road.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that the Town couldn’t expend any Town monies into a Class VI road.   We don’t have to do anything other than what we are doing right now (which is nothing).  We have a homeowner who is willing to bring it up to some sort of standard.  You are going to get this request from every other part of town and Class VI road area.  It is a “Catch 22” situation.  

Brian Nordle has the option of petitioning the Town and ask the Townspeople at Town Meeting to accept the road as a Class V standard .  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, noted this would open up a lot of questions.  We would have to create some sort of standard for the road.  

Selectmen asked the Road Agent what the cost of plowing/sanding of Purgatory Pond Road would be if it were brought up to Class V standard.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he would need a little time to compute it but would not think it would be too expensive.  The issue was raised because Brian Nordle felt that the Town should deliver sand.  

The Board of Selectmen reached a Consensus as follows: 

The Board of Selectmen feels this issue (upgrading of Purgatory Pond Road) should be dealt with at the Town Meeting level in 2010.  

LINE COMEAU, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion/information:  

1. Stated that she has been working with Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, in getting specifications for the Highway bids for salt, equipment, etc.  

2. Have had two computer businesses interested in assessing our computer system plus the company, which is presently working with the Police Department.

3. John Wiggin, Fire Chief, has reported  there have been fire calls on Class VI roads, one particularly in the Kimball Pond Area under the power line.  There were 40 kids and one police officer to break the party up.  Showed pictures of the area, which must be cleaned up. 

4. Matt Monahan, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, has asked that the Selectmen organize a group consisting of the Planning Board, Zoning Board, Board of Selectmen, and Conservation Commission to discuss “Road Mapping” of the CTAP funds.  

5. Patrick “Woody” Bowne was exiting Everett Road recently with the large Transfer Station truck ,and Lori Davis reported that he was way over unto the other lane so she was unable to go down Everett Road, etc. 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, spoke with Patrick Bowne regarding the incident, and he stated the narrow  width of Everett Road and the cars parked in front of Burchell’s apartment building gave him no options.  He did not do this intentionally.  

6. Fred Mullen recently noted that the Perambulation between the Hooksett and Dunbarton Town Line was last completed in  2002.  He feels we are due for another walk, and should notice the Town of Hooksett.  It falls upon the Board of Selectmen, and they should appoint a designee to do this.  

Selectmen agreed that Fred Mullen should be the designee to conduct the Perambulation for the Dunbarton/Hooksett Town Line.  

It was noted that the Town of Dunbarton should notice Hooksett via letter from the Board of Selectmen and work out a common day for all to meet at the Dunbarton/Hooksett Town Line. 

7. Reported that John Trottier, Chairman, Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment, had sent an e-mail with his recommendation for an Alternate for the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment.  He recommended that Michael Kaminski be appointed as Alternate. 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Michael Kaminski as an Alternate to the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment for a three-year term ending in March 2012.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Single Stream Committee:  

Ron Wanner, Selectman, reported that the Single Stream Committee had met this past Wednesday, April 22.  Peter Hecker was elected Chairman of the Committee.  The Committee will be meeting every 4th Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices.  The Committee will offer pros and cons and some sort of position in time for the next Town Meeting.  There were also 5 or 6 members of the general public present plus the members.  


Line Comeau, Town Administrator: 

Les Hammond, Chairman, stated that Line Comeau, Town Administrator, has been putting in many extra hours on her new position as Town Administrator.  He would like to suggest that she leave the office as close to  4:00 p.m. as possible and not feel she has to put in all the extra hours.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 


None

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill  made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 9:15  p.m.   Ron Wanner  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


____________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

