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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  APRIL 16,  2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

7:00 p.m. – Bill Ingalls to Discuss Road Maintenance of Holiday Drive:

Bill Ingalls, 46 Holiday Shore Drive, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to request that the Town consider taking over the maintenance of Holiday Shore Drive.  He stated the following reasons:

1. The safety and liability of the taxpayer. 

2. Inequities in taxation.  Stated he had filed for an abatement with the Board of Assessors.  He stated he paid $40,000 less than the assessed value for his house.  

3. There is no reason why the road should be excluded from any maintenance of the road. 

Stated he has figured out the length and compared it to all the other roads which are being maintained.  The total number of lineal feet being maintained at Gorham Pond is 6,848 feet and by taking over the maintenance, it would be 7,251 feet.  Don’t see much of a burden and  don’t find any place where is says that the road should not be maintained.  It used to be Stephanie Road and was changed to Holiday Shore Drive for the 911 addresses.  

4. Stated in December 2007, he had a carbon monoxide problem and called the Fire Department. The Fire Chief came down in his pickup and a fire engine which could not make the corner as shown in the pictures.  He presented pictures showing the corner with trees, etc.  In addition, a Putnam Oil Truck could not get to my house because of the corner, etc.  There was a problem with getting an ambulance in.    I hit one of the trees on the corner with a moving truck.  Once the spring thaw occurs, it is much worse.  

5. Regarding the inequitable and unfair taxation, we are paying the same rate as the other properties in the area that are on roads which are maintained by the Town.  We have to pay someone to have our road plowed.  The Fire Truck can’t reach us.  Would like to have several trees cut, have the corner re-engineered.  Mr. Merrill is planning on moving out West, and he is the one who presently plows.  Once he moves, the burden will be worse.  

6. Can’t find anything that would exempt it from being maintained by the Town.  

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond, Chairman, stated it has been this way for 52 years.  In 1957, the Town accepted  one mile of road in the Gorham Pond Area.  This portion was not included.   It was built for two or three season camps and not for year round use.  The community wells are too shallow to be operating in the winter, etc.   The Town would not allow a road like this today.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that she had called Fred Mullen to look into the road situation and he noted that the Kuncanowet Forest owns that portion of the road.  This is to access their property.  In addition, the tax maps are wrong.  The road is only a “paper road” and not a Town maintained road.  The tax map will be corrected.  

Mr. Hodgdon stated he had cut a tree after telling the Road Agent of his intentions.  

Charles Graybill asked if they had signed a waiver prior to building on the unmaintained road.  The present owners of the property were not the ones who built the house so they had no knowledge, etc.  

The Selectmen advised Mr. Ingalls that the Board of Selectmen (Town) does not have any control over that area.  It is maintained by the Kuncanowet Forest Committee.   The Board of Selectmen stated that the Town would not be maintaining the road.  

Mr. Ingalls was advised to meet with the Kuncanowet Forest Committee regarding the road.  Both Charles Graybill and Ron Wanner, Selectmen, agreed to attend the meeting also but not as participants.    Ed White is the present Chairman of the Kuncanowet Forest Committee.  

MATT MONAHAN TO DISCUSS CTAP OVERVIEW OF PHASE II: 

Matt Monahan, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, appeared before the Board to discuss CTAP monies, etc. as follows: 

1. Stated that the following projects were done under CTAP funds during the first three and half years: 

a. Land Use Department Analysis

b. Open Space Assessment

c. Subdivision Regulation Update

2. Stated that CNHRPS Staff met with the Planning Board on March 18, 2009 and discussed CTAP.  Planning Board discussed a desire to consider all planning needs, not just CTAP in a Road Map Meeting (Hazard Mitigation Plan, Zoning Recodification, etc.)

3. CTAP Steering Committee has recommended that “Road Map” Meetings be held with each Town to include the Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment, etc. 

a. These “Road Map” Meetings will review CTAP documents and reports and identify Planning Board issues and determine what Dunbarton wants to do to utilize the CTAP monies for during the next year to meeting its planning goals.  

Les Hammond, Chairman, asked Matt Monahan to determine how much CTAP money is available and for what year, etc.  Matt Monahan will get back to him with these figures.  

After discussion, it was noted the possibility of having the “Road Map” meeting in combination with the Planning Board Workshop Meeting which is held on the first Wednesday of the month.  Will check with the Planning Board to determine if this is workable.  

JACQUES BELANGER TO DISCUSS RECREATION COMMISSION BUDGET: 

Jacques Belanger, Recreation Commission, appeared before the Board to discuss the Recreation Commission Budget as follows: 

1. Stated that he didn’t really understand the Recreation Commission Budget.  As he understands it, there are two checking accounts.  One being the appropriation from the Town and the other which includes private donations and purchase of trophies, etc.   Pam Milioto, Town Treasurer, writes checks from this account.   Evidently, last year we paid bills out of the wrong account thereby causing the Recreation Commission to lapse $3,000.  This has created a problem with having a reduced budget from last year.   Asked if there was a way to get monies back to the right account. 

Selectmen stated that because that was last year’s money, there is no way to retrieve it.   Jacques Belanger stated they will just have to “skinny” expenditures up this year.  

2. Asked if the Recreation Commission could rent the tents to private individuals which they purchased last year. 

After discussion, the Board of Selectmen agreed that this would not be allowed because the tents were purchased with Town funds.  In addition, they could be damaged, etc.  

3. The Board of Selectmen asked Jacques Belanger if the Old Home Day Committee needed additional members to help.  Noted that Kim Vallancourt is the Chairman. Should contact her to see if she need additional help.   

4. Carol Sanchez has agreed to serve on the Recreation Committee.  

TOWN DEPARTMENTS: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent:  

1. Stated with regard to the request for Town Maintenance of Holiday Shore Drive, he did not feel the Town should maintain this road. 

2. Noted that Ray Mills, Grapevine Road, had reported that mail boxes along Grapevine had been vandalized recently. 

3. Noted that Mrs. Sullivan, Tucker Hill Road, had requested that trucks hauling sand not be allowed on Tucker Hill Road because it is “Not a Through Road” according to the sign, etc.  She stated to Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, that the trucks could go up the other way and go down Everett Road to get to the Town Garage.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that the corner by Burchell Realty would be difficult to maneuver for the large trucks, and Tucker Hill Road was the best way to go.  In addition, the trucks were not using the road as a “through road” because they were only going to the Town Garage.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, also stated that he asked her to remove the rocks which were on the edge of the pavement because they would become a hazard, etc.  

4. Asked if he could expend the FEMA money which the Highway Department expended in clearing trees/brush during the Ice Storm.   If there was to be any chance of expending these additional monies for brush cleanup, would be hiring additional help.  Travis Cochran, Transfer Station employee, will probably be available to help out on School Vacation week.  

It was noted that the auditors would be recommending how to put the monies into accounts for expenditure, etc.    They will be starting audit in May.  

5. Have hired surveying and engineering services for designing the replacement culvert on Twist Hill Road.  In addition, we have done the Wetlands delineation.  This was at a cost of $150.  We will have to apply for a Dredge and Fill Permit and “cost out” the box.  At this point, we are just doing the culvert on Twist Hill Road.  Have to have a plan.  Will be about $2,500 for the surveying, engineering and design, etc. 

6. With regard to tree issues, in the past when trees were cut down, we allowed the owners to take the wood.  Over time, problems developed by people not wanting the larger wood, etc. and ending up leaving it. 

One Stack Estates, Dolores Drive: 

Les Hammond, Chairman, reported that the Selectmen had received a copy of a letter to Alan Simoneau written by R. J. Moreau’s Attorney, Andrew Sullivan, regarding the finishing of the road so R. J. Moreau can obtain a CO for the house that is already built.  

The Planning Board acted on One Stack Estates, Dolores Drive (Alan Simoneau)  issue at their meeting on April 15, 2009.   A certified letter will be sent to Alan Simoneau giving him until May 15, 2009 to complete the road issues along with a list of to do items from Don Mayo’s previous inspection, including the stabilization of the Detention Pond and Fire Pond.  

In addition, it was noted that Phase II needs some erosion control done. 

Charles “Chuck” Williamson:  


Chuck Williamson asked who was responsible for cleanup of Mansion Road.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that the State is responsible for Mansion Road.  The end of the winter season for the State DOT is April 15.  If the Town can’t get any response from the State, it was suggested to call Representative Mary Beth Walz.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for information/action: 


Bids: 

Auditing: 

Stated that Laura Larson had been very helpful with the Auditing RFP.  This is for year 2010 so there isn’t a rush to get it out in May.  Would suggest putting it out in June or July because this is the slow period for accountants, etc.    Mason and Rich auditing services extend to January 1, 2010.  


Computer Technical Support:  


        The RFP for Computer Technical Support is ready. 

Heating Fuel and Copy Paper: 

School District is handling the RFP for Heating Fuel and Copy Paper as a total package to include the Town of Dunbarton, etc. 


Summer Hours for Board of Selectmen Meetings: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented three different scenarios for proposed summer hours as follows: 

1. Summer Hours for Selectmen’s Meetings starting with May 7, 2009 and having meetings every other week from that date until September 3, 2009 to resume regular weekly meetings. 

2. Summer Hours for Selectmen’s Meetings starting with May 14, 2009 and having meetings every other week from that date until  September 3, 2009 to resume regular weekly meetings. 

3. No Summer Hours with Selectmen’s Meeting continuing to meet weekly during the summer months. 

After discussion, the following motion was made 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen continue with the regular schedule of meeting weekly throughout the summer months with no summer hours.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote as follows: 



Hammond – Yes



Wanner – Yes



Graybill – No

Commercial Haulers: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, reported that there are still two Commercial Haulers who have not paid their fee.  

Ron Boynton has indicated he will try to come in and pay as soon as he can.  Selectmen noted they need it no later than the first of May.  

Other outstanding hauler has not indicated when he can pay.  

Selectmen agreed that if they do not pay the hauling fee, the will have to stop from using the Transfer Station, etc. until such time as the payment is up to date.  

Transfer Station – Brush Pile: 

Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station, had stated that if we continue in this dry period, the Transfer Station will be unable to take any more bush.  

It was suggested that signs be posted at the Transfer Station of this fact so the public is aware.  

Appointments: 

Recreation Commission: 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Carol Sanchez to fill the vacancy on the Recreation Commission for a one year term ending in 2010.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Beaver Problem – Armand’s Way: 

It was noted that the property owner had come into the Town Offices regarding the Beaver Problem at Armand’s Way.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, noted that he had called Bill Miles to do trapping.  The culvert is 48” x 60’ long and the beavers are continuing to work in the area.  

Town Officials Local Government Program: 

It was noted that Les Hammond, Ron Wanner and Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will be attending the Training Session put on by the Local Government Center on Saturday, June 6, and Saturday, June 13, 2009.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner  made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 9:25  p.m.   Charles Graybill  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary
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Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman
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