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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  MARCH 19,  2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

BRIAN NORDLE, PURGATORY POND ROAD: 

Brian Nordle, 36 Purgatory Pond Road, appeared before the Board regarding the possibility of  his upgrading Purgatory Pond Road to get it to a Class V road in the near future:   He presented the following with regard to the proposed upgrade: 

1. Stated there is very little history on Purgatory Pond Road.  About a year ago, there was a signed petition which Rene Forcier, Selectman, and Mr. and Mrs. Gibson brought in to the Selectmen regarding Town Maintenance of the road.  

2. Up until 2008, always received sand.  He stated he has been there 22 years.  Understand it is a Class VI road and owned by DOT as a Public Access and turned over to the Fish and Game Department as access for the Boat Launch.  

3. Would like to know the feeling of the Selectmen is if I upgrade the road to a Class V standard.  I would upgrade the road to my second driveway.  This is a short distance to the pond.  Can’t get closer because of Shoreline Protection Act, etc.  This road was done in the 1960’s.  It is gravel in the middle. 

4. There is not a lot of pressure on that road.  I own from the pavement to where it goes to the pond.  On the left, there is the old “payroll” house.   There is no future major development planned.  My intention is to sometime break off the house lot and break off the lot 3800 long around the pond.  This would fall under the 125’ setback of the Town and the setback for waterfront rules.  The property is basically un-developable.  My opinion is that no major development would happen.  

5. I would put in 6” of crushed pavement product.  Prior to that, I would talk with the Road Agent with regard to putting in ditch lines.  The road presently is less than what I would call a desirable width.  I would clear the trees back to the DOT line.  I would extend the ditch lines so that you would have a traveled way of 24 feet to the second driveway.  Don’t want to have to revisit this in the future.  If the Town is going to accept the road for maintenance, you want to be sure you can maintain it.  

6. Would want to enlarge the culvert on Twist Hill Road.  Should be extended at least 8 feet.  The Town could get an expedited permit but I couldn’t because I am not the Town, etc.  This would be a minimal intrusion.  

7. Stated he had done the winter maintenance for 22 years.  We did receive sand in the past.  There is a lot of growth on the side.  

8. I would be spending between $15,000 - $20,000 to upgrade the road.  I would make sure there are no obstructions within the right of way.  I don’t want to get the road accepted at 12 feet wide.  I would definitely take out the trees, etc.   There is a large oak I would like to save if possible.  If this oak is a problem, I would cut it down.  

9. There is one pole that probably would have to be moved.  

10. The road is 1900 feet long and goes 300 feet, more or less, to the pond.  At the end, I would have about 75—85’ to the pond. for a right turn hammerhead.  I would just clear out a half T.  Would get together with the Road Agent to make sure he would agree, etc.  

11. Presently, there is a lot of horse traffic on the road.  When the horses come down the road and “rototill” the road, the next rain storm takes away all the fine stuff and leaves the larger rocks, etc.  For the first 18 years I was here, there were no horses but then the horse farm moved in  with a group of horses.

12. The impervious pavement mix I would put down would not be chewed up by the horses the way it is now.  I wouldn’t want to leave the Town with the responsibility of keeping the road up.  

Charles Graybill asked if the traveled way for a Class V road is still 24’ wide.  

Brian Nordle stated this is not a subdivision.  It is bringing it up to a Class V road.  There are many subdivision roads within Dunbarton that don’t meet this criteria.  County Road is very narrow.  I am not here to propose that.  

13. Stated it is definitely his intent to break off the house lot sometime in the future.  Ultimately, that land would suffice as a Conservation Easement at some time in the future.  There is 140 acres of Conservation Land in Goffstown which abuts mine.  My line is the Goffstown Town Line. 

14.  Needs to be done as early in the spring as possible because once hot weather gets here, the crushed pavement will not harden, etc.  The time to do it is early spring.

Selectmen’s Discussion: 

Charles Graybill asked if he would agree to authorizing the Engineer that the Town currently works with to look at this.  There would be a cost involved in Don Mayo’s Engineering, etc. 

 Brian Nordle stated he would agree up to a point, etc.  He stated he himself builds roads for Audley Construction and the road will be substantially sound.  There will be more than a foot of gravel in spots.  Would be adding to the existing gravel.  

Ron Wanner asked about the material that would be used on the road i.e. broken up pavement and if it is environmentally accepted, etc. and meets State Standards.  

Brian Nordle stated this material is used all the time on other State Roads.  Once it is packed, it is impervious.  This material will not break up with horses walking, etc. 

Charles Graybill stated he had always been in favor of property owner’s rights to pursue improvements, and I would support this type of program. 

Les Hammond stated that he would like to have the Road Agent go down and look at the road.  Stated this is a Class VI road, made a Class VI road by Governor and Council action.  

In addition, Don Mayo, Town Engineer, will be asked to go on the Site Walk.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, will set up a meeting for all three Selectmen, Road Agent, Don Mayo and Brian Nordle to do a Site Walk at some time in the near future.   


Public Comment:

Mr. and Mrs.Gibson – Mr. Gibson stated they are Brian Nordle’s neighbor and abut his property.  We agree with everything he had said.  We are all for it.  It makes a lot of sense to us.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion/action: 


Energy Committee: 

John Stevens has contacted her regarding two members who have resigned from the Energy Committee as follows: 


Katie MacDonald


Margaret Watkins 

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that John Stevens has met with potential new members.  He will be putting together a list of names to be appointed to the Energy Committee.  

Antioch College – Training for Selectmen put on by the Local Government Center:

Ron Wanner, Selectman, stated that he would like to attend the Training for Selectmen which is to be held at Antioch College for four Saturdays at a cost of $100.  He asked if the Town was in a position to be able to pay for it or should he pay himself. 

The Selectmen reached a consensus that there was sufficient monies in the Training Budget for paying the $100 for Ron Wanner’s attendance at the Antioch College Training for Selectmen.  

Chairman, Dunbarton Board of Selectmen: 

MOTION: 

Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen nominate Les Hammond as Chairman for the upcoming year.  Ron Wanner seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Linda Peters, Town Clerk:  

Asked that Darlene Leone be appointed as Deputy Town Clerk.

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that Darlene Leone be appointed as Deputy Town Clerk.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that all of the newly elected officials have been sworn in.  

Planning Board Appointments: 

Are in the process of researching Planning Board members terms, etc.  It appears there are four reappointments but Linda Peters will research. 

In addition, John Trottier, Zoning Board Chairman, has asked Linda Peters to research the terms for the Dunbarton Zoning Board Members.  

Members of the Public Comment: 

Lori Davis stated that if Purgatory Pond Road goes from a Class VI road to a Class V road, I would assume the valuation of the properties on this road would increase. 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, stated that she will bring this to the attention of the Board of  Assessors. 

Single Stream Recycling Committee: 

Lori Davis asked if the Single Stream Committee has been appointed yet and who is on it.

The Selectmen advised her that the following were members of the Single Stream Recycling Committee effective this past Tuesday at a posted Board of Selectmen’s Meeting. 


Ron Wanner, Selectmen’s Representative


Jim Cotter


Mark Kilmister


Dan VanKalken


Peter Hecker


Patrick “Woody” Bowne, Transfer Station Manager

Ron Wanner, Selectmen, will Chair this Committee until such time as the Committee is organized, etc.  

Lori Davis asked if the public could attend these meetings and would expect the public can give comments.  She stated she felt that Patrick “Woody” Bowne should not be a member of the Committee because it would be a “Conflict of Interest”.  

Les Hammond stated that Patrick Bowne is the Department Head and should be on the Committee.  

Lori Davis stated that Non-Public Sessions have to be posted according to the Right to Know Law.  She stated she understands that Selectman Hammond does as he wants.  I am very concerned that the Town residents are not being informed, etc.  When Boards have people who do not get information out on a timely basis, it is a problem.  The laws are not being followed and there is a problem.  You have been elected by the Town to listen.  It is a great disservice when you don’t.  

At this point, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. to go into a Non-Public Session in accordance with 91-A:3 to discuss an employee personnel issue.

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen go into a Non-Public Session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 to discuss an employee personnel issue.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with the following Roll Call Vote: 


Hammond – Yes


Graybill – Yes


Wanner - Yes
The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen reconvened at 7:59 p.m. after adjourning the Non-Public Session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 to discuss an employee personnel issue.  

Library Trustee Tiffany Dodds:

Tiffany Dodds, Library Trustee, has requested that she be able to take a group of people from the New Hampshire Preservation for a walk through the upper Town Hall to see if there are any potential grants that could be applied for to upgrade the upper Town Hall. 

They will give recommendations on what to do to restore the building along with a potential cost and how to write up the request for the grant, etc.  There are Grant monies available but not in large sums.  Will be looking at handicapped access for upstairs.  There currently is a limit of 160 people.  

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, pointed out they will need 24 hours to post the walk through, etc.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 8:15  p.m.   Charles “Chuck” Graybill   seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary
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Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman
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Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

