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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 26,  2009

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Line Comeau, Town Administrator, brought up the following issues for discussion and/or information: 


FEMA Reimbursement for Ice Storm: 

1. Stated that she had received a telephone call from Robert Kerek, FEMA Representative, stating that the final figures for FEMA Reimbursement for the Town of Dunbarton would be as follows: 

Police


4,457.98

Fire Department

6,106.00

Highway
             12,135.61

Future Clean Up
             13,239.14


Total
         $ 35,938.73

Estimated Cost of any pay increase for selected Town Department employees , etc. 

               calculated at 2.5%:

1. Noted that the cost of any future proposed pay increase calculated at 2.5%  not including Town Administrator, Town Accounts Payable/Payroll, Town Clerk, Police Chief and Building Department Administrative Assistant, would cost $8,728.00.  

This information is only calculated in the event  the question is asked at Town Meeting and is not included within the Town Budget.  

Jacqueline Drive – Release of Funds:  

1. Stated that Michel Belanger had signed the written agreement for the release of funds from Jacqueline Drive and picked up his check.  

Michel Belanger stated he wanted to thank his son, Jacques Belanger, for getting this worked out.  If it wasn’t for him, it would never have happened.  


Response from Patrick “Woody” Bowne:

1. Reported that the Board of Selectmen have received the written response from Patrick “Woody” Bowne as requested by the Selectmen, etc. 

Selectmen will review response and respond to the complaint and observation submitted by Charles Williamson at a later date.  

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Senate Bill 99 re Dealers acting as agents of Division of Motor Vehicles:  

Linda Peters, Town Clerk, appeared before the Board and stated that Senate Bill 99 had been introduced which “Authorizes licensed new and used vehicle dealers to act as agents of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the issuance of vehicle titles, registration transfers, and registration renewals.” 

There is a Legislative Hearing on this bill scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at LOB 102.  The bill is sponsored by Senator Gatsas, Sen. Downing, Rep. Packard, Rep. Nedeau, Rep. M. O’Brien and Rep. G. Katsakiores.  

Potential Problems/Issues with this bill as follows: 

· Residency – Dealership would determine

· Dealership to receive $24.00 fee to renew or transfer MV registration

· Unlike most towns, Dealership can offer renewals/transfers on nights and weekends…..loss of revenue

· Town Clerk in which dealership is located would receive $2.50 fee

· Town permit fees collected by dealership would be paid to the town in which the dealership is located—not to the town in which the vehicle owner resides. 

· No provision for dealership to collect “Other Town Fees” such as Road improvement, Town reclamation, Clerk Fee, Mailing fee, transfer fee. 

· Dealership would not collect Resident Tax

· Training Dealership personnel on “Town” side/State not equipped to do this

· State can audit dealership; no provision for Town audit; what prevents theft/fraud?

· Rulemaking – It is unknown what rules would be adopted by the State

· MA Help Desk staffing….nights/weekends and limited resources shared with up to 600 dealerships

· No provision for “permit for registration” to be issued by Town Clerk before State issues registration—conflicts with existing NH statute.  

The potential for huge revenue loss for towns without dealerships is very clear.  Dunbarton has no dealerships.  

It was noted that Senator Gatsas is one of the sponsors and is Dunbarton’s Senator.  Selectmen will contact Senator Gatsas.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

It was noted that the Federal Stimulus Package may require Towns to have a Special Town Meeting because the Towns won’t know amounts, etc.  prior to the regular Town Meeting.  

There being no further business, the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourned the meeting with the following motion: 


MOTION: 

Charles “Chuck” Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 7:20  p.m. to present the 2008 Town Report to William “Bill”  Nichols, whom it was dedicated to this year.    Ron Wanner  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Congratulations Bill.  

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres
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