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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

WEDNESDAY,   DECEMBER 17, 2009
TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M.

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


Ron Wanner, Selectman


Line Comeau, Town Administrator


Alison Vallieres, Recording Secretary


Other Town Officials: 

Christopher Connelly, Police Chief


Patrick "Woody" Bowne, Transfer Station Manager


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

7:00 p.m. - PUBLIC HEARING TO ADOPT REVISED FIRM (Relating to Flood Maps dated April 19, 2010)

Les Hammond, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing and read the Public Notice which had been 
posted in two places in the Town and published in the Concord Monitor.  The Public Notice also 
appeared on the Dunbarton Web Page. 


The Public Notice was as follows: 

Town of Dunbarton, New Hampshire

Public Meeting to Adopt Revised FIRM

A Public Hearing

On the below matter will be held at 7:00 p.m. 

On December 17, 2009, Dunbarton Town Office



Pursuant to RSA 674:57, by resolution of the Town of Dunbarton Board



of Selectmen, all lands designated as special flood hazard areas by the 



Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in its "Flood



Insurance Study for the County of Merrimack, NH" dated April 19, 



2010, together with the associated Flood Insurance Rate Maps dated



April 19, 2010, are declared to be part of the Town of Dunbarton



Floodplain Development Ordinance and are hereby incorporated by



reference.  


Les Hammond, Chairman, explained the reason for the Public Hearing was to accept the new maps  
for the Flood Plain.  These maps will be dated April 19, 2010.  They are updating the maps.   


 Ron Wanner stated he could not get flood insurance because of this.   If communities do not have the 
updated maps, most insurance company won't write flood insurance.  Although we don't have any 
homes in flood areas, there are other flood issues which could happen to home owners.  If they don't 
have flood insurance, they will not be covered.  

Comments from the General Public: 



NONE


MOTION: 


Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept the updated Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps dated April 19, 2010, which are declared to be part of the Town of Dunbarton 
Floodplain Development Ordinance and are hereby incorporated by reference.  Ron Wanner 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


Les Hammond, Chairman, reported that Matt Monahan, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission had appeared before the Dunbarton Planning Board December 16, 2009 and had made a presentation on the Flood Plain Ordinance and Workforce Housing Ordinance changes.  January 8, 2010 is the last day for posting of the first Public Hearing for Zoning Amendments.  It will be impossible to meet this deadline for a Workforce Housing Ordinance.

The Dunbarton Planning Board decided to work with Matt Monahan on getting a Workforce Housing Ordinance ready for a Special Town Meeting in April or May. 
JR HOELL RUNNING FOR STATE SENATE SEAT: 


J. R. Hoell appeared before the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen and asked permission to obtain signatures from residents of Dunbarton at the Transfer Station.  

1.  He stated presently there is no member of the Town of Dunbarton in the Legislature.  Stated Dunbarton 
has a much smaller voting pool than Bow, therefore representatives are all from Bow.  

2.  Stated he will be running as an Independent.  Need to have people sign my petition.  Anyone within the 
District can sign. 

3.   Stated the forms have got to be dated the year of the election.  This is done by the Supervisor of the 
Checklist, Ron Slocum.  The only place on the petitions where there is a date is Certificate of Supervisors 
of the Checklist.    Stated he has spoken with the Secretary of State's Office regarding this.  

Dunbarton Board of Selectmen agreed to allow J. R. Hoell to obtain voter's signatures at the 
Transfer Station.  
KEN BLEVENS UPDATE:

Ken Blevens appeared before the Board of Selectmen and stated he has 332 signatures of Dunbarton 
Residents.  According to the Secretary of State's Office, the forms must be dated, etc.  The Supervisor of 
the Checklist, Ron Slocum, is still in the process of certifying that the signees are registered voters of 
Dunbarton.     Stated the following: 

1.  Is considering petitioning the County Attorney's Office for a Grand Jury to find out what happens in this 
situation.  


2.  Secretary of State notified me on 9/9/09 that we could only collect signatures during the year of the 
election.  This is a new law (RSA 655:40) that came into effect on 9/13/2009.  

3.  Asked if the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen would mind if he got in touch with the Local Government 
Center and let them know what is happening.  Would not be dictating for the Town of Dunbarton.  


4.  Have signatures from the Town of Bow.  


5.  Stated that if the County wants more information, will be happy to give it to them.  Would also be happy 
to give info to the County Attorney.  Will keep Dunbarton informed.  


6.  Stated he has heard nothing as yet from Ron Slocum, Supervisor of the Checklist.  Would like to remind 
him about RSA 455:45 regarding destruction of nomination papers.  Papers should be returned to me.


Charles Graybill, Selectman, stated he has concerns about Mr. Blevens approaching the Local 
Government Center without Ron Slocum verifying the signatures.  Unless he goes through the 
voter's checklist first, don't feel you should approach the Local Government Center.  

Selectmen advised Mr. Blevens to send his letter to the Local Government Center along with copies 
of Selectmen's Minutes, etc.  once the signatures are verified by Ron Slocum, Supervisor of the 
Checklist. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET DISCUSSION:  Police Chief Christopher Connelly


Police Chief Christopher Connelly appeared before the Board to discuss his proposed 2010 Budget as follows: 

Account
 Name


2009


2010 





B udget


Proposed
Special Duty/Police 

        525


              0

Crime Control-Full Time

170,945


175,047.08    Up due to Chief Contract & Officer 
Crime Control-Part Time

  23,486


  38,420.08    Up due to increase in hours

Secretary-Police Dept.

  29,362


  29,362.34     Same

Vehicle Lease


    6,840


    6,000.00    Down by 840.

Supplies/Exp-Police

    5,200


    4,800.00    Down by 400.

Training Police Dept.

    4,200


    4,000.00    Down by 200

Prosecution Fees/Police

    7,000


    7,350.00    Up by 350.

Computer Hardware

    2,500


    3,500.00    Up by 1,000.

Gasoline



  10,637


    9,637.00    Down by 1,000.

Police Dispatch 


  21,041


  21,041.00    Same

Computer Software 

         00


               00

Education Costs-COP

    3,700


    3,700.00    Same

IMC Contract-Police

    3,800


    3,950.00    Up 150.

Physical Plant 


       600


       600.00    Same

Telephone


    5,300


    5,100.00    Down 200.

Vehicle Maintenance

    3,500


    3,500.00    Same

Dept. Equipment


    1,200


    1,200.00    Same

Fees and Services


    1,200


    1,200.00    Same

Radio Repair


       550


       550.00    Same

Crime Prevention


       300


       300.00    Same

Uniforms


    3,000


    3,000.00    Same

Accreditation


    2,500


    2,000.00    Down 500.

Criminalistics


       250


       250.00    Same


TOTALS
              307,111


324,507.50    Up  17,396.50
Police Chief Connelly presented a letter which he read as an introduction to the Police 2010 budget.  (attached)

He explained increases in budget lines as follows: 

Full-Time Personnel                 Covers three full-time officers.  Increases due to Police Chief's Contract and Officer 



       Pelletier increase of .25/hour for Dunbarton Personnel Plan Section 5.5 Degree 



       Differential.  Increase in overtime for full-time officers.  
Part-Time (Sworn)
      Increase in hours for part-time officers.  

Prosecution 

      Concord City Prosecutor has indicated a 5% increase in fees for all communities that 



      they provide legal service to in 2010.  This is reflected in the increase.  

Computer

      Increase due to need to replace two printers.

IMC Contract 

      Slight IMC support fee increase for 2010.  

Police Chief Connelly gave a detailed explanation of all Budget line.  (attached)  
Comments from the Board:  

Charles Graybill, Selectman, asked if the Chief expected an increase in dispatching fees for the next 
several years.  Noted that Pembroke had withdrawn from the Bow Dispatch.  It was noted that this was 
strictly for economic reasons.  Police Chief stated he did not expect any increases in dispatch fees from 
Bow.  Stated the County Dispatch services will be running 17 departments on one channel along with the 
Sheriff's Office, etc.  This will make it very busy.  In addition, Bow has considerable knowledge of the 
Town of Dunbarton and are very helpful in cases when they are aware of our calls, etc.


Les Hammond, Chairman, noted that most of the increase was due to part-time and full-time coverage.  

There were no questions from the public. 

TRANSFER STATION BUDGET:  PATRICK BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION MANAGER: 


Patrick "Woody" Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, appeared before the Board to discuss his budget as follows: 

Account Name



2009


2010






Budget


Proposed
Admin-Solid Waste-Full-Time

40,498


40,498
      Same

Admin-Solid Waste Part-Time

49,385


49,389.60    Minor increase 

Equipment Rental Fees


     250


     250.00    Same

Training/Solid Waste


     350


     350.00    Same

Sub-Contracted Services


  1,000

                1,000.00    Same

Supplies




  3,600


  2,500.00    Down 900.

Dept. Equip.Maint.


  7,683


  7,600.00    Down 83.

Telephone



  1,023


     660.00    Down 363.

Uniforms



  2,980


  2,980.00    Same

Mobile Phone



     375


     375.00    Same

Fuel Costs



  8,500


  6,700.00    Down 1800.

Ash Lab Testing



     300


     250.00    Down 50.

Fees and Services



     486


     268.00    Down 218. New alarm contract

Incineration



47,538


59,436.10    Up 11,898

C&D Removal



  9,636


   8,850.00   Down 786.

Hazardous Waste Collection

  5,240


   4,150.00   Down 1,090.

Recycling Costs



  6,150


   5,100.00   Down 1,050.

Dues-NRRA



     100


      128.25.  Up new way of calculating dues



TOTALS
            185,094

             190,484.95    Up 5,390.95
Comments:
Patrick Bowne, Transfer Station Manager, noted the following with regard to his budget: 

1.  Increases were because trash disposal went up from last year.  Increased by $11,000.  

2.  Stated he reduced lines according to what he felt comfortable reducing to try to make up the difference. 

3.  Incinerator Rate went from .4590 to .6210.  The original amount was going to be .68.
4.  Wheelabrator costs increased to $59,436.  

Comments from the Board: 
Charles Graybill asked if we are still losing money on plastics.  


Patrick Bowne stated we will always lose money on plastics but everything you keep out of compactors  
is a savings to the Town.  If you take a ton of plastics out, you are not paying for it.  

Les Hammond asked if he needed to adjust the rates.  


Patrick Bowne noted the biggest is DEMO.  Presently, we allow residents 1/4 pickup load at no charge.  

Question was asked as to how we calculate our C&D waste. 


Patrick Bowne stated that this year, we are 2-3 tons less than the previous year.  

Charles Graybill asked if the Single Stream Committee have looked at total cost of C&D versus revenue.  

Patrick Bowne noted that C&D has nothing to do with Single Stream.  We do allow residents to dump 
certain things free.  

Charles Graybill asked Patrick Bowne to look at the cost comparison.
Patrick Bowne noted that in the past, we have been exempt regarding the burn pile with the State of New Hampshire.  As of January 2011 or possibly this June, we will no longer be exempt.  We will only be allowed to burn brush ONLY.  We will have to send out DEMO somewhere.   Will only allow us to burn clean brush.  

Patrick Bowne noted that possibly should consider a "Pay as you Throw Program" to increase the revenue side.  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT BUDGET DISCUSSION: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board to discuss his proposed 2010 budget as follows: 

Account Name



2009


2010






Budget


Proposed
Telephone



950


1,000
 Up 50.

Supplies



         10,000


8,000       Down 2,000

Admin. Full-Time

         42,650

             42,200      Down 450.

Admin. Part-Time

         25,000

             27,400      Up 2,400

Highway Paving/Construction
       130,000

           155,000      Up 25,000

Highway-Other Services

         35,000

             32,000      Down 3,000

Roadside Mowing

           5,000


5,000
 Same

Uniforms


           1,000


1,000
 Same

Mobile Phones



 400


   400
  Same

Gasoline



            3,500

              2,000
  Down 1,500

Diesel Fuel


          20,000   

            12,000    
  Down 8,000

Dept. Equip.Maint. 

          10,000

            13,000  
  Up 3,000

Equipment Rental

            5,000


6,000
  Up 1,000

Patching 


            2,500

               1,000
  Down 1,500

Culverts/Guardrails

            5,000


5,000
  Same

Blasting



            5,000


5,000
  Same

Gravel




--


--
  Out

Road Striping


            6,500

             10,000    
  Up 3,500

Tree Cutting


            7,500


9,000
  Up 1,500

Crushing Gravel


          20,000


--
  Out

Winter-Ind. Contractors

          75,000

             75,000      Same

Winter-Road Salt


          50,000

             55,000
 Up 5,000

Winter - Sand


          20,000

             20,000      Same


TOTALS

        485,000

           485,000
  NO INCREASE
Comments:
Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the following with regard to the Highway Budget: 

1.  Long Pond Road will be scheduled for the top coat of asphalt along with the spur road, Story Hill Road.  Will be approximately 1500 tons of asphalt at an estimated cost of $108,000.  

2.  Would like to try to do something about the drainage issue at the intersection of Black Brook Road and Route 13.  Estimated to be about $18,000.  

3.  Twist Hill Road from the Bow Town line should be shimmed up with asphalt a little after the powerline. 

4.  Culvert issue on Black Brook Road by Simard's old farm.  There presently is no culvert, and it has created a sink hole.  

5.  Presently owe the Town Forest $8,000 for gravel which is within the 2009 budget.

6.  Have increased the budget line for tree cutting.   This year, we were able to use FEMA money for tree cutting.

7.  Culvert at the intersection of Robert Rogers Road and Jacqueline Drive should be corrected.  It is developing a sink hole.  Presently is a 12" culvert.  DES would like to make it a 2 foot culvert instead.  
OTHER BUSINESS: 

MEDICAL BENEFITS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, noted that the Selectmen had agreed to vote on a particular plan for 
Town Employees Medical Benefits.  


1.  Selectmen agreed that there would be no employee raises for the next year, and they agreed to have 
Option #3 (MTB20) as the Medical Package for town employees.  It was noted that medical costs have 
increased by 16.6% or $22,000 per year.  


2.  Only difference between the plan that employees presently have and Option #3 is as follows: 



a. There is an Emergency Room Visit co-pay which is $100 if you are NOT admitted and no cost 


if you are admitted.



b. Prescription costs via mail away have increased.



c. The co-pay for doctor's visits have increased from $5.00 to $20.00. 


3.   Have two employees that have been recently hired and are paying the 80/20 split.  They will not pay 
any more than they presently are paying.  


4.  There is one retiree which the Town pays up to 40% of benefits.   

Based on the above information, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen vote that there will be no salary 
increases for Town Employees in 2010 except by contract and that the HMO for the Town of 
Dunbarton will be Option #3 Plan (MTB20) except by contract.  The two fulltime employees that are 
presently paying a percentage will not pay any greater amount than what they are paying now.  
The Retiree will also have Option #3 Plan (MTB20).   The Town will continue to pay up to 40% of 
Retiree Health Benefits.    Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

TWIST HILL CULVERT:  

Charles Graybill asked about the possibility of a cost estimate for the Twist Hill Culvert work. 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he had an engineered plan completed to calculate the size of the culvert 
that would handle the water flow but had no calculated the costs as yet. 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he would get some figures together for the cost.  Noted that the Dredge and 
Fill Permit has a shelf life.  If we get the permit, we need to make sure we are going to fund the work.  
Don't believe getting the permit is going to be a big problem.  Would suggest probably $40,000 - $50,000 
to replace this culvert according to the engineered plan.  Don't have enough money left in Highway budget 
for this.   Should possibly look at this as a CIP project.  It will still be coming out of the Highway budget. 

ROAD STRIPING:  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the problem with Road Stripping is there is only one company (L. D. 
Striping)  out of 
Vermont who does it and we were on the schedule but our name came up too late in the 
year to do the stripping.    The $10,000 set aside for Road Stripping will lapse this year.  

There was discussion as to whether we should have one line or two.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that 
one line only does not meet the ASTO Standards.  In addition, the Police Chief has recommended two lines 
for safety reasons and for accident investigations, etc.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the goal will be to get the lines painted next year in the first part of 
the year, if at all possible. 
STARK STONE BRIDGE: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he had recently spoken with the people that control the water at the Everett Dam.  They are able to lower the water level at the bridge so it could be inspected without water in it.  Possibility of getting an Engineer from the Highway Department to look at it with no water.  Possibility of us doing a repair, etc.  

Selectmen agreed with lowering the water for a inspection, etc.  

AUDITING BIDS: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented a spread sheet showing the five auditing bids.  (attached) 


It was noted for the record, that Ron Wanner recused himself from the discussion and decision 
because of a conflict of interest with one of the bidders.  


Laura Larson has reviewed the audits and commented.  (attached) 


After discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Charles Graybill made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen award the bid for auditing 
for the 
Town of Dunbarton for two years, beginning with the 2009 and 2010 to Melanson & Heath 
& Company PC, 102 Perimeter Road, Nashua, NH  at a bid price of $14,000 each year.  Les 
Hammond seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote.  
PRINTING TOWN REPORT AND BALLOTS BID: 


Line Comeau, Town Administrator, presented a spread sheet showing bids for the printing of the Town 
Report and Ballots.  (attached) 


She stated she had called all five companies with regard to their bid.  She noted that Select Print Solutions 
was 2.5 hours away.  


After discussion, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 


Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen award the bid for printing of 
the 2009 and 2010 Town Reports and Ballots to Select Print Solutions, (Contact:  Gary Fuller)  PO 
Box 183, North 
Brookfield, MA at a cost of $3,857 for 1200 copies of the 2009 Town Report and 
$4,110.00 for the 2010 Town Report and 2010 Ballots $177.00 and Ballots for 2011 -  $189.00 
and that 
prices include delivery.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was adjourned with the following motion. 


MOTION:  

Ron Wanner made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 9:40 p.m.  Charles Graybill seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres








Recording Secretary

____________________________________

Les Hammond, Chairman

____________________________________


Charles “Chuck” Graybill, Selectman


____________________________________


Ron W. Wanner, Selectman

