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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 18,   2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman



Mert Mann, Selectman



Rene Forcier was absent because of health reasons. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 


Les Hammond, Chairman,  brought up the following items for discussion: 

1. Invoice for the repair of garage door at the Transfer Station that Ron Boynton hit by backing into the building, etc. 

It was the Selectmen’s consensus that Ron Boynton would be responsible for payment of the bill as it was his fault.  

2. Received a Petition on September 5,  2008 from the residents of Gorham Pond Area of Dunbarton, NH requesting that a Special  Town Meeting be held to vote on the Town treating Gorham Pond for the Milfoil Infestation.

Mert Mann stated we should have a posted Public Hearing on this request at a regular Selectmen’s Meeting.  

3. Town received a communication from Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission regarding obtaining a better price for salt by combining with other towns, etc.  

It was noted that Dunbarton has already awarded the bid for salt for the winter. 

In addition, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission has $30,000 to do with anything relating to subdivisions, etc.  Ken Swayze, Brian Nordle and James Marcou are interested in looking into this.  

4. There is a Scenic Byway Meeting scheduled for Tuesday,  September 30, 2008 at the Goffstown Town Hall between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.  .  They are interested in getting five representatives from the Town of Dunbarton to attend.   Les Hammond stated he would be able to attend but didn’t know of any other residents interested at this point.  


Mert Mann brought up the following items for action/discussion: 

1. Mert Mann stated he felt that the appointment of Jon Wiggin, Assistant Building Inspector, should have been done at a regularly posted meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen.  Because of this issue, he stated he would make the following motion:   

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Jon Wiggin as Assistant Building Inspector at $18.00/hour.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

RENE OUELLET, SCHOOL: 


Rene Ouellet, School Board Member, brought up the following items for discussion, etc.: 

1. School Entryway Repairs:  

Stated the Road Agent did a nice job on the drainage at the School entryway.  The entryway was widened.  Stated we still need to think about the surface of the parking lot.  

It was noted that this will be on the Road Agent’s list for next year.  At this point, oiling the parking lot will not help nor be enough

At this point in the meeting, Mert Mann stated the minutes from the previous week’s meeting stated “Bogart” instead of “Beaugeaud” which is the correct name.  

2. School Bus – Tenney Hill Road:

Stated there is a parent who lives on Tenney Hill Road in the non-paved section and they have talked to the bus company and the bus company does not want to go down the road because it is not paved, etc.  In addition, they don’t know what it is like in the winter.  The parents have been reasonable and will bring their child to one end of Tenney Hill Road for bus pickup.  He stated there was a lot of building on Tenney Hill Road, and it will become an issue at some point.  It will happen sooner or later.  

Les Hammond stated that the people who live on Tenney Hill Road want it to stay the way it is.  They do not want it paved.  Because of the response we got in the past, we will fix other roads.  There will be controversy. 

3. Vending Machine – Community Center: 

Stated the vending machine company called the Principal of the school and told her they have to take some of the products away because they don’t sell and are outdated.  Because of this, they are going to discontinue the vending machine, etc.  They stated we can either have the machine for nothing or they can take it away.  Usually people at functions are buying soft drinks, etc. from the fund raising, etc. and not from the vending machine.  Do the Board of Selectmen have any objection to our keeping the machine or putting it in a different location, etc.?  If it broke down, we would just take it to the Transfer Station.  Maybe the Transfer Station would want it.  What about the Library?  Would they be interested?  Library expressed an interest in the machine.  

4. School Board Update: 

The School Board has a very ambitious plan for this year.  We will be reviewing our Policy Handbook. 

No large budget items for this budget season.  Our enrollment is holding steady and where it was last year.  We have 201 children in school.  Don’t see a whole lot of increases coming up. 

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond stated the Town has picked up the snowblower and taken it out for service at Kilton’s so it will be ready for winter.  

5. Snow build Up: 

Last year we had snow build up around the windows by the fire escape.  We had people shoveling off the roof because of ice dams.  Spent a whole Saturday shoveling the roof.  The snow fell back onto the windows.  Hopefully, this won’t occur this year. 

6. At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond stated that the Road Agent had been doing repairs on Long Pond Road.  Have replaced part of the underground piping and will be repaving it.  We need to reconstruct before we pave.  There may be some other chipping and re-surfacing.  This shouldn’t affect the school buses.  

7. In July, the Board considered putting two grades together because there were only 24 students but 30 parents expressed a concern about it so the School Board decided to split the class into two of 12 children each class with the understanding that there is a difference between third and fourth grades.  There is no guarantee as to what would happen next year.  It was noted that the School Board overruled our own policy.  

DEB TROTTIER, LIBRARY: 

Deb Trottier, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board to bring the Board up to date on the following items: 

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond pointed out that the Town would like to put a Library sign up on the building at some point.  We have put in the vents in the cellar windows and put more electrical units around the building.  We have put a new furnace in the Town Offices two years ago.  Are in the process of putting in a new septic system for the Town Office also.  Presently, the buildings are in good shape. 

1. Been working with the new principal with regard to the Library.  

2. Next year will be the 100th Anniversary of the Town Hall Building.  Committee has only had one meeting.  There are no concrete plans at this time.  Nothing will happen until next spring.  

Mert Mann brought up the possibility of the upper Town Hall being used for a small group tour etc. to show the stage, etc..  Stated he  realized the Home School used the Upper Town Hall at some point in time. Could be shown in small groups of ten individuals with a leader pointing out various points.  Could show videos of previous shows, etc. which were performed on the stage of the Town Hall.  Could have access to the upstairs and allow people to go up with someone.  This will be the 100th anniversary of the Town Hall and 150th of the Library being in the Center of Town.  It was noted that 2015 will be the 250th anniversary of the Town.  

3. Les Hammond stated he would like to have Judy Keefe design an event sign which perhaps we could locate it by Caleb Page statute with large enough lettering to notice upcoming events.  Recreation Commission is trying to have an event a month in the gazebo.  Pat Murphy could dovetail her art show into the schedule.  There will be an Elm Tree Planting in the spring by the Boy Scouts.  Various bands have already played at the bandstand.  

4. Deb Trottier stated they have been working on the Library Website.  Keeping it updated regularly.  Sometimes it is more updated than the Town’s.  

Deb Trottier suggested the Town look at the Town of Pembroke’s Web Site for an example.  

Have an archival committee working on old Town Reports to make them user friendly for genealogy searches, etc.   

5. Noted that the Historical Society will be using a portion of the Upper Town Hall to sort out some of their materials and catalog  them.  It should be noted there is no heat in the Upper Town Hall. 

6. At this point, the Library has no plans to put in an Archival Storage Facility.  

7. Home Schoolers are presently meeting in the Library at the small table but it is getting very tight.  It would be great to be able to utilize the Upper Town Hall at some point.  Would also be available for Zoning Board/Planning Board Meetings.

OTHER BUSINESS


Town Administrator Position:

At this point in the meeting, Mert Mann stated the following: 


Stated, “ reluctantly, that for the benefit of the Town, I withdraw my application for the position of Town Administrator.  We have to get the position moving again.  I would like to make it official tonight” with the following statement: 


Stated as follows:  

Selectman Mann stated, “he was withdrawing his application to move the hiring of a new Town Administrator along”.  Mann also stated,  “ he removed himself from consideration because Selectman Hammond did not support him”.  Selectman Hammond responded he would never support Mann for Town Administrator.  

In addition, Mert Mann stated the following: 

 “ that now having removed himself, I can be put into the process.  Based on former committee members concerns, I want to reopen the search process.  We have got to move forward.  The old process was flawed.  The biggest flaw was the contract signed with the Local Government Center.  Nothing about a contract for $1,200 being signed ever showed in the minutes.  Fred Mullen is all for reopening the process and getting a larger response and establish a new Search Committee.  JR Swindlehurst and Janice VandeBogart have been approached and are willing to serve on a Search Committee.”  

Les Hammond stated we still have to deal with the remaining two candidates. 

Mert Mann stated the two remaining candidates would be encouraged to apply again.  He stated he had removed himself from the candidates therefore he would be part of the process. There are people that care that we get a Town Administrator in here. After having talked with you this evening, I would make the following motion but would not expect you would support it: 

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that we reopen the position,  accept new applications, and establish a new Search/Interview Committee consisting of former Selectmen J. R.  Swindlehurst, former Town Administrator Janice VandeBogart, who both have agreed to serve, and the present Selectmen.  

Les Hammond stated he would not second this motion.  He asked “How do you handle the two people remaining?”  

The motion failed because there was no second or vote.  

Mert Mann stated there are people on the other search committee who are disgusted.  Let’s get a new search committee.  It is not right.  

Les Hammond stated we should deal with these two  people remaining, interview them and then decide what to do.  They have hung on.  

Mert Mann stated  they were part of a process that was done in the “black of night” with a $1,200 contract.  Primex would have done the same thing for free.  The whole thing was based on a contract that didn’t see the “light of day” or was in the minutes.  

Les Hammond asked how he would change the process?  How does the contract affect the process?  

Mert Mann stated that a Selectman cannot sign or negate contracts.  

Les Hammond stated that he did not agree with Mert Mann and that the  remaining two candidates have to be dealt with.  

The end result of the discussion, was that Mert Mann and Les Hammond finally agreed to meet with the remaining two candidates  sometime next week.  Mert Mann stated he would be available at any time, any day or night, just get in touch with him.  

Other Items: 

1. Mert Mann asked if there has been any contact with us from DRA about setting the tax rate.  Understand the MS 4 form has been submitted and included statements of income.  The assessed projected incomes  Selectmen usually review, and also can change them.  It has been submitted and were any numbers changed?  We usually review the income and did anything change?  He will check with Line Comeau in the morning.  

It was noted there has been no contact from DRA regarding setting the tax rate.  

2. Mert Mann asked if there has there been any feedback about the required one half hour lunch break for Town Employees?  

It was noted that the one half hour lunch break does not go into effect until October 1, 2008.  

3. Mert Mann stated that now he is removed from the vacant Town Administrator position, he would expect to be contacted regarding decisions.  Selectmen can’t get together  outside the meeting.  Decisions can be made as long as they are validated at a posted meeting.  

Town Clerk: 

1. Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that she had picked up another box of paper materials from the Thalheimer house.  Any historical materials will be kept. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen meeting adjourn at 8:05 p.m.   Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,  








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary
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Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

