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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled bi-weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann

Rene Forcier was absent to health reasons. .    


The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting. 

7:00 P.M. – JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board concerning the following items: 


Dennis Gilbeault, Armand’s Way:

1. Les Hammond stated that Mr. Gilbeault had been in the Town Office regarding a problem with the beaver that were blocking the culvert on Armand’s Way.  Mr. Gilbeault had stated that he has been trying to take care of the problem over the years but would like the Town to try to work something out to solve it. 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that he has been checking the culvert regularly.  The culvert is rotting out on the bottom and needs to be replaced.  Last year we had an issue with the hydrant for the Fire Pond.  Put a new apparatus in last fall.  We need to replace the culvert.  With regard to the beaver problem, trapper Bill Miles could trap the beaver.   


Black Brook Road Work:

1. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that they had been working on Black Brook Road this past week.  

One Stack Estates: 

1. The Town has received a septic design for the first house on Zachary Drive.  Al Simoneau is now the new owner.  This is the former Desmarais property on Grapevine Road.  

Jeff Crosby stated that they will be putting gravel down, Pike Industries is doing a final grade and are scheduled to pave this Saturday.  They have to finish the Fire Pond.  Al Simoneau wants to pull Building Permits for the first four lots.  Al Simoneau has met with the Planning Board, and he needs to post a bond, etc. 


Natalie Drive, Former Johnson Subdivision: 

1. Les Hammond reported there is a serious erosion problem at the Natalie Drive property.  There could possibly be more expense to repair than is in the bond the Town is holding.  George Holt is looking at it on behalf of the Conservation Commission.  They will get back to the Town with a recommendation and the Selectmen will send a certified letter.  There presently is no equipment there and there is a For Sale sign for the lots.  

Budget: 

1. Mert Mann asked about the Highway budget and if all salt and sand has already been purchased for the upcoming winter.  

Jeff Crosby stated that he has already purchased salt and sand.  He did this at the beginning of the year once the budget passed.  He stated we will probably do less hot topping because of the increase in the price of hot topping but we will continue to do all the hot topping that we can, etc.  

TIM TERRAGNI, RE OLD WHIPPLE ROAD: 


Old Whipple Road:  

1. Tim Terragni appeared before the Board to discuss the status of Old Whipple Road.  He referred to the tax maps and located his property and Old Whipple Road, etc.  He stated that his wife met the new neighbors, and the neighbors have posted Old Whipple Road with No Trespassing signs, Private, etc.  The new neighbors also stated to Diane Terragni that people would need their permission to walk up the road.  

Tim Terragni stated that he wanted to go on record with the Town and the Board of Selectmen that Old Whipple Road is not a private road and cannot be posted, etc.  This is an old right of way.   Tim Terragni stated that he was not going to ask permission for something I don’t have to ask permission for.  


Flood Control Properties: 

1. Tim Terragni stated he wanted to publicly thank Les Hammond about the Flood Plain Property information that he was able to update, etc.  Les Hammond stated that all lots have now been identified and there are 23 separate lots instead of the original three.  Maps are in the process of being redone.   They have been picked up and will be appraised.  They will appear as a different color on the map.  

Mert Mann stated that Massachusetts is still not paying to Dunbarton.  Barbara Reed who worked with him on the Flood Control Commission was helpful also in working this out. 

It was noted that with regard to the Flood Plain Reimbursement, etc., houses are written off in five years.  There is no reimbursement for easements. 

Tim Terragni stated that the Town receives quite a bit of money for utility easements and it would seem that the same situation should apply to Flood Plain Reimbursement.  .  

The Selectmen asked Tim Terragni if they had received abatements from the Gorham Pond residents.  Tim Terragni said a couple of people had stated that was their plan.  They can file for an abatement at any time.   Selectmen noted that a study was done by Fish and Game only two or three months ago and the pond did not appear to be as bad as was originally thought, etc.  

PATRICK “WOODY” BOWNE, TRANSFER STATION: 

Patrick “Woody” Bowne, Transfer Station brought up the following issues for discussion with the Selectmen: 

Increase in Cost for DEMO:

1. Have received a second increase in the cost for demo this year.  We received another increase of $4/ton making the total increase so far to be $8/ton effective July 10, 2008.  We just received a bill for July. 

Uniforms: 

1. The uniform contract is about to end.  Have been negotiating with four different vendors.  Would like to end up dealing with three of the four vendors.  E&R came in at the lowest but we have had some problems with them.  They seem to add additional fees for whatever, etc.  Would like to try to find someone else.  

G&K bought out Altex and they can furnish uniforms for  $2.00 more a week than E&R and $5.00 less than the next uniform company.  It would be a five year contract again like E&R.  There will be no setup fees.  Have to complete all the paperwork and when they come in, they will size everyone.  The only time there will be an additional  fee is if someone leaves and there is a new employee which will require a setup fee.  

There is a delivery environmental fuel charge, etc.  All companies are doing this.  Our fee for this will stay at that price for the remainder of this year.  They cannot increase prices any more than 5%.  It will still be less than what we are paying this year.  

Selectmen agreed that Patrick Bowne should go ahead with making the decision for whatever  company he decides is the best.  


Demo Debris:  

2. Demo Debris is another issue.  As long as loads are staying low and they don’t increase price any more, it will be okay.  Cost for one of the debris has gone from $82.00/ton to $90/ton.  The cheaper one has gone from $54/ton to $62/ton.  

Revenues: 

3. Revenues seem to be up from last year’s numbers.  We are close to last year’s numbers, with two or three thousand outstanding, etc.  Takes a while to receive the monies.  Around every six weeks we are turning a trailer around.   Steel just dropped but the markets are holding.  

Mack Truck Tires:  

4. Mack truck needs new tires.  Not inspectable which is to be done next month.  Have ordered eight new tires through Mr. Gee’s.  Total cost will be $2,700.00, which is a budgeted item under maintenance.  

Non-Resident Using Transfer Station: 

5. Recently had a person from the Town of Bow utilizing the Transfer Station.  The Town of Bow only has curbside service now.  They have closed their Transfer Station.  Bow residents have to go to Concord.  He was stopped because he did not have a dump sticker. He was disposing of a TV.  We presently do not charge for electronics.   The person  owns land in Dunbarton.  Should he be allowed to use the Dunbarton Transfer Station?  This is an issue he felt the Selectmen should decide.  

Mert Mann asked where the trash was generated.  

Patrick Bowne stated the Town of Bow because that is where he lives. 

It was noted that when the Town Clerk issues Dump Stickers, she requires some sort of identification that they are a resident of the Town such as Tax Bill, Registration, etc.  Linda Peters, Town Clerk,  stated that this issue has never come up.  

After discussion, it was decided that Patrick Bowne will check with other towns in the immediate area to find out what their policy is with regard to non-residents, etc.  and get back to the Selectmen.  

Contractors Dumping: 

6. With regard to contractors who live in Town and use the Transfer Station for dump from a

        job that is out of town, what is the policy?  

Selectmen asked how you could tell where the dump was coming from.  

Patrick Bowne stated that out of town contractors have to fill out a permit for dumping in town if they are doing a job in Dunbarton.  

Fee Schedule: 

7. Will be working on updating the fee schedule for next year.  Demolition debris and freon will probably be increased.  

Equipment: 

8. Will possibly try to get another set of scales at a estimated cost of $1,500 with another small dumpster.  Would be able to do it by the pound instead of by the load.  This would be fairer because of the weight of roof shingles and sheet rock versus other debris.  

GAT:

9. Received the GAT update for June.  Should be getting July shortly.  Running close to last year’s numbers.  Will calculate at the end of the year for recycling.  

Burn Pile: 

10. Have hauled one load of ash to Rochester so far.  The first or second week of September will haul another load.

Skid Steer:  

11. Need to run Premium Fuel in the Skid Steer.  Anything else gums up the fuel pumps.  

Building Maintenance: 

12. Would like to purchase a gutter for the front of the building.  Have $100 left from the doors which have already come in.  Will check at Home Depot on pricing.  

Heating System: 

13. Use #2 Fuel.  With regard to using waste oil, it involves a system of three separate tanks and pumping in out three times, etc. Process is cumbersome.   Can look into it if the Selectmen want.  

Other: 

14. At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked Patrick Bowne if he could request that Allen Sheldon’s uniforms be delivered to the Town Garage. This would prevent a lot of running around with the uniforms.   Also Allen would like to make sure that he receives jeans.  

Patrick “Woody” Bowne agreed with the delivery of the uniforms and stated that the other company has jeans.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


Les Hammond reported on the following issues: 

1. Rangeway Road/Legache Hill Road: 

The status of Rangeway Road/Legache Hill Road is unclear at this time.  Originally we thought it was a Class VI road but after looking at the all material it is unclear.  According to the Town Meeting records, a motion was made to accept the road from Kimball Pond Road to George Mill’s which was part of the Langley plot.  

Our attorney says that land goes across the back lines.  Called Bud Noyes and Jesse Wheeler who lived there in the l950’s, and they have no knowledge of the status of the road.  In 1993, the Selectmen changed the name to Rangeway Road to just beyond the powerline.  At that time, there were no houses beyond George Mill’s house so it didn’t make any sense to extend the road further, etc.  

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


New On-line System with State: 

1. Town Clerk is now on-line with the State of New Hampshire for registrations as of July 31, 2008.  

There are more steps to go through but we are able to do many more things such as registering vehicles over 8,000 lbs. which we were unable to do previously.  

Both the State and BMSI (Jane) have been very supportive and helpful. We issued our first Moose plates.  Have been on-line for 8 days and have taken in 12 transactions of registrations of more than 8,000 lbs which gives $2.50 each for a total of $42.50 to the Town. 

Two new printers will be coming soon.  Will still have to use our old printers also.  

LINE COMEAU, TOWN OFFICE: 

Line Comeau, Town Office, reported that the Town Offices have changed long-distance carriers to Pioneer which will save considerable on toll calls.  It will involve a separate bill.  There are no additional fees, no cancellation fees, etc.  Toll calls will be 2.3/minute versus $1.39 a minute previously.  

OLD HOME DAY: 


Date for Old Home Day:

Kim Vallancourt, Old Home Day Committee, has reported that Old Home Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 13, 2008 and not September 17 as appears on the Dunbarton Web Page.  This is last year’s schedule.  

Historical Society Ham and Bean Supper:  

It was pointed out to her that the Historical Society Ham and Bean Supper is also scheduled for Saturday, September 13, 2008 and should be put on the schedule for Old Home Day.  The supper will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Twist of Fate Farm Animals: 

Kim Vallancourt also reported that Twist of Fate Farm would be unable to have their animals at Old Home Day this year so they are looking for a 4-H group or some other animals for children’s petting, etc.  

LUNCH BREAKS FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES:  

Effective July 1, 2008, the following policy will be in effect for Town Employees: 

Per RSA 275:30-a Lunch or Eating Period.  The Dunbarton Selectmen are requiring any employee of the Town working for more than 5 consecutive hours to take a ½ hour lunch or an eating period.  This will extend the workday schedule on half hour later. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 8:25 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Les Hammond.  The motion passed unanimously.    

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

