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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  JULY 24,  2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled bi-weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman, presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann

Rene Forcier was absent to health reasons. .    


The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting. 

Les Hammond read the latest Care Page regarding Rene Forcier which stated he was back in the hospital in Boston.  

JOSEPH LUKSZA, 115 RANGEWAY ROAD, DUNBARTON, NH

Joseph Luksza, Rangeway Road, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the possibility of the Town Snow Plow extending their plowing beyond the present turn around.  He stated he plows from his driveway up to the turn around but there are more and more people living on the road with more vehicles, and it is becoming dangerous for him to plow with an uninsured plow truck.  It is especially bad on the hill with people getting stuck, etc.  There are currently eleven cars coming out of there.  

He stated that now there are three families living on the other road adjacent to his which come up through the intersection and on up the hill, etc.  

Mr. Luksza stated he would like the Town Plow to plow to the intersection of his road and the other one.  It is a much better turn around for the Town Plow than the existing turn around further up the hill which they are presently using.  

He stated that Jan VandeBogart, previous Road Agent, had worked quite a bit in trying to make the present turn around workable but there is a lot of water that comes down through the area and makes a big ravine and erosion, etc.  

Les Hammond stated that just past the top of the hill is where the Class VI road begins.  The Town is prevented by law to spend any monies on a Class VI road except for fire protection purposes, etc.  We don’t have the authority to spend any money on the road.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated as far as he was concerned, he wouldn’t want to go down over the hill to snow plow either.  With all the additional people moving in down there, I understand.  Jeff Crosby asked Mr. Luksza why it was his responsibility to plow the road.  Why don’t all you people hire someone to plow the road and split the costs?  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the following: 

1. We are already going beyond the Class VI road with the snow plow. 

2. If we do take this over, what if this isn’t the end of it.  In the future, or if one of you sells your house, what happens then?

3. The Town has already spent money on the old turn around.  

It was noted there are two or three roads like this one throughout the Town.  Would like to clean this up once and for all.  

It was suggested that the parties who live on the road get together and present a Warrant Article to the Selectmen to be put on the Town Warrant to be voted upon by the Town residents.  The Warrant Article would give the Town the authority to plow this road.  

It was explained that the Petition Article would need 20 signatures of registered voters.  There are presently at least 12 residences on the road so this shouldn’t be a problem.  

BARRY LUSSIER, LONG POND ROAD/BLACK BROOK ROAD: 


Barry Lussier stated the following regarding cable service for Dunbarton: 

1. Stated that because Dunbarton does not have cable service makes it more difficult for rental and sale of properties in Dunbarton. 

2. Stated he built his apartments in 1986 and has never had a vacant one.  In addition, he always had a waiting list.  Presently, people are not interested in renting if they do not have high speed internet service and cable TV, etc.  

3. This will eventually affect the valuation of properties in Dunbarton.  Property values will lower.  

4. There are more and more people working out of their homes and fast internet service is a necessary commodity.  

5. Several years ago, Dunbarton was able to get their own zip code.  Up until that time, Dunbarton had four or five, all of which were from another town.  This gave Dunbarton their own identity.  

6. Suggested offering some sort of incentive to Comcast to come to Dunbarton with cable service.  

7. With regard to having to put Comcast on poles, etc., sometimes they don’t want it on poles anyway.  

8.    As the price of gas continues to rise, the need for fast internet access and cable, etc. will become more important.  

Selectmen stated that they had gone in to speak with Comcast regarding providing cable service to Dunbarton.  Comcast stated it was not profitable for them because Dunbarton was too spread out, etc.  According to Comcast, they have to provide service to the entire Town and not just certain sections.  

Selectmen noted they were waiting to see if Fairpoint would be more adaptable to providing cable, etc.  Possibility of also contacting the Public Utilities Commission or a representative.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 


PATRICK “WOODY” BOWNE:  

Patrick “Woody” Bowne stated he was here as a resident of the Town not an employee.   He stated after they completed Robert Rogers Road project last year, the hot top in his driveway does not meet smoothly anymore.  There now is a “lip” that is raised.  Stated he was very concerned about his driveway because of this.  He stated that in the winter every time when he snow blows his driveway, it takes up pieces of hot top because there is a “lip” of hot top at the area where the hot top connects, etc.  He stated that at one time it was matched but once Robert Rogers Road was fixed last year, there is a lip within his driveway.  

Patrick Bowne stated he would like the Town to correct the problem by redoing the area within his driveway so the hot top matches with no lip which will get disturbed by the snow blower.  They would have to dig it up and match the hot top.  Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, told me to come to the Selectmen.  

At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent,  stated that if we do this on this driveway, we are going to have the same issue with other driveways.  Is that something the Town wants to get into doing?  The State is presently paving Route 77 and we will the same issue with North Woods Road.  They do try to “feather” the lip down.  This is not untypical.  Bear in mind that is something we should do for every resident.  We can’t “pick and choose”.  

Mert Mann asked if there were any other residents on Robert Rogers Road that had a problem.  

Jeff Crosby stated  “No, the Phone Company paved their driveway, no problem with Eric Hodgman’s, Bogarts had no issue with their driveway or paving, McLean’s has a little lip.”  There are lips but they didn’t seem to be a problem.  

Selectmen decided to look at the driveway this evening. 


Leave Request:


Patrick “Woody” Bowne submitted a leave request which the Selectmen approved.  


Rules and Regulations:  

Les Hammond, Chairman, asked Mert Mann if he had an opportunity to look at the regulations he had given him previously. 

Mert Mann stated “No, not yet”.  

There was a discussion between the two Selectmen.  

Mert Mann stated he had served for eleven years and did not need to be treated this way.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with the following motion: 

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

