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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  JUNE 26,  2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator


Rene Forcier was absent for health reasons.  


The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting. 

7:00 P.M. – SENATOR TED GATSAS

Senator Ted Gatsas presented a Senate Resolution to Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, commending her for 22 years of service to the Town of Dunbarton. 

Senator Gatsas stated that whenever he had called the Dunbarton Town Office and spoke with Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, he had been treated with respect.  He wanted to thank her for this. 

7:15 P.M. – SHARON WASON AND MATT MONAHAN FROM THE CENTRAL NEW HAMPSHIRE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION TO DISCUSS THE DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS


Sharon Wason appeared before the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen to discuss the Building, Planning and Zoning Departments Analysis.  She noted that Matt Monahan had appeared before the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen two weeks ago and had made changes in the report as suggested by the Selectmen   She stated the report brought out the following recommendations: 

1. Job Descriptions for staff and Board members should be developed. 

a.  Would be willing to work with Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator’s successor in developing Job Descriptions.  

2. The Town of Dunbarton Web Site could use some improvements.  

a. Stated that sometimes Web Sites can be used to attract new Board members.  In addition, the Town could include a sign up sheet in the Annual Town Report.  Communities need to be more “proactive”.  

3. Could develop Ad Hoc Committees to work on various projects such as CTAP Projects, etc.  These would be committees that could be appointed for a relatively short length of time.  They would make recommendations to the Planning Board and/or Board of Selectmen on the particular project they were working on.  

4. With regard to CTAP funds, there is $10,000 available for each Town and an additional $10,000 available for projects which include Dunbarton and other towns jointly.  

a. Have completed Site Plan Review Regulations.  Are presently working with the Planning Board on updating the Subdivision Regulations.  The Planning Board has discussed the possibility of updating the Zoning Ordinance also from CTAP monies.  

b. Planning Board has requested that a Procedures Manual be completed so that there is a complete set of rules showing how the Planning Board, Zoning Board and Building Department works, etc.  

c. Noted that the Town of Dunbarton presently use Alternates on Boards to “grow” full-time Board members.  This is working well for Dunbarton.  

5. Planning Board could use some assistance from a Planner in reviewing applications and plans.

a. Presently the Planning Board uses Don Mayo, Town Engineer, for review of some projects. 

b. Sharon Wason stated that the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission is also available for Plan Review.  Could possibly use a “Circuit Rider” for Plan Review.  There are also independent contractors available.  

Les Hammond asked if there was any recommendations for the operation of the Building Department, Planning Board and Zoning Board, etc.  Stated this was what he had expected from the report.  


Sharon Wason stated she would return in two weeks with additional data and discuss the report.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Town Office:  

Mert Mann, Selectman, asked why no discussion or decisions regarding the search for a new Town Administrator occurred during a legally posted Selectmen’s meeting.  Mert Mann stated reading the meeting minutes of the last three months, no one would even know a search was in progress.  Additionally, Mann inquired as to who would be in charge of the Town office when Janice retires tomorrow?  Selectman Hammond stated he would be in charge.  At this point, Mert Mann left the meeting.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator: 

Stated she had no business for the Board of Selectmen this evening. 

Representative Steven Stepanek: 


Rep. Steven Stepanek appeared before the Board of Selectmen to let them know that he would be running for Executive Council for Dunbarton’s District.  He stated his qualifications as follows: 

· Currently serving third term as State Representative.

· Serves on the House Finance Committee

· Five Year Non-Lawyer Member of the State Supreme Court Professional Conduct Committee

· Former Selectman for the Town of Amherst

· Former Member of the Amherst Ways and Means Committee

· Active in the Milford Rotary Club

· Member of the Knights of Columbus

· Successful New Hampshire Business Owner

· Married with three children

Explained the role of the Executive Councilors in that they approve every state contract in excess of $5,000 and approve nominations for unclassified employees and judges which the Governor nominates.  Executive Councilors do not make policies.  

Questions from the Public: 

1.  Jan VandeBogart asked why the State does not fix holes in the State roads.    Also

     Mansion Road needs repairs. 

There was considerable discussion about the Highway Fund and how it is expended and what other expenses are taken from it.  Rep. Stepanek stated there is only so much you can do with a limited amount of money.  

2. Lori Davis stated that if they take the items out of the Highway Fund which are presently being funded from it, the public will still have to pay for them anyway from some other account.  The expenses will still be paid by the taxpayers no matter where they come from.  

3. Les Hammond asked if there was any possibility of Representative Stepanek looking into funding for Milfoil treatment for Gorham Pond.   Gorham Pond is 102.6 acres. 

Rep. Stepanek stated he understood that both Senators Gregg and Sununo were checking into Milfoil treatment funding.  He will look into it and let Dunbarton know.  

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

