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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 9, 2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Mert Mann


Rene Forcier was absent because of health reasons. 

7:00 – LORI DAVIS: 


Lori Davis appeared before the Board and made the following comments: 

1. Lori Davis stated she had been following the minutes of the Board of Selectmen’s meetings for the last few months.  She missed the meeting of September 18, 2008 when Mert Mann withdrew his application for consideration for the Town Administrator’s position, and he also made the statement that the process had been flawed.  In addition, he made a motion to reopen the position, etc.  Would like to know where that currently stands.  What are we doing and where does it stand?  Has there been any feedback from other Town residents?  Has there been any correspondence or anything?  

2. Lori Davis said it was stated at that meeting that the two remaining candidates would be interviewed sometime in the next week.  Has anyone been interviewed yet?  Are we dropping it for the time being?  

Mert Mann stated he did not know.  

Les Hammond stated that we haven’t sorted it out yet.  

3. Lori Davis asked if we have checked with anyone to see if we have to redo the process?  Did we get the Local Government’s response on the interviews?  This has not been shared with the public, etc.  

4. Lori Davis said the Board of Selectmen needs to do  things in the public.  We are having a lot of decisions being made not in the public.  What about Jon Wiggin’s appointment which was not at a Public Meeting?  Who is making these decisions?  

Les Hammond stated that an appointment slip only needs two signatures to be valid.    What decisions are you (Lori Davis) talking about?  

Lori Davis stated this was not her interpretation.  It is a flawed process or it needs to go to Court to get corrected.  Are we going to correct the process so it is done more in public or do we go to Court?  

5. Lori Davis stated that a contract with the Local Government Center was signed illegally because it was not done in public.  We need to get the whole process straightened out.  We should have the whole process reversed.  Have new candidates apply.   She stated she had a problem with the process as it is now.  

Les Hammond stated we were still working on it.  Is that all you have this evening?  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 


Les Hammond, Chairman, brought up the following items for discussion/review: 


Transfer Station Garage Door: 

1. Ron Boynton has agreed to pay $30.00/month for ten months starting in November 2008 to pay for the repairs to the Transfer Station Garage Door which he backed into. 

Flood Control Acreage Figures: 

2. Army Corps of Engineers has been sent into on Flood Control acreage, etc.  Will also send the information to Linda Kennedy, DRA, with all 41 parcels.  

Mert Mann, Selectman, stated that in the minutes of the previous meeting, there was a reference to Charles Reese, DRA,  which should be “Chuck” Reese.    He also noted he received an e-mail from Barbara Reed that DRA is being audited.  


Stark Brook Bridge:  

3. Received a communication from DOT that the Bridge at Stark Brook should be closed immediately.  They gave us a fair warning about a year ago also.  Brad Clark has referred this to the Real Estate Division.  If something happens, we are as liable as the Army Corps of Engineers.  

At this point in the discussion, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated he had looked at the bridge.  He actually went inside.  On the westerly side is where most of the deterioration is.  Maybe we could bargain with a weight restriction on it.  This bridge is used by many ATV’s/snowmobiles, etc.  If the bridge is closed, this traffic will all be going down Ray Road.  Possibility of Army Corps of Engineers working it out with the State DOT Engineers.  

Selectmen will check with Town Counsel to see what Town’s options are. 

Fire Chief Wiggin stated that as long as you think the bridge is safe to cross, I don’t have a problem.  There are two ways into Clifford Farm Road.  If we close the bridge, it will definitely increase traffic on Ray Road.  If there is a possibility of closing the bridge, we should at least gate it so we could get through in an emergency.  

There was discussion as to whether the bridge can be repaired or not.  


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent:  


Mansion Road Repairs: 

4. Asked the Selectmen if there was a possibility the Town could send District #5 a letter asking them about doing repairs on Mansion Road.  When we want them to even fix pot holes, we have to call them.  There are serious issues by the Boynton’s house.  The road is delaminating.  This is the State’s responsibility. 

Stripping Roads: 

5. Asked about the possibility of only stripping roads with one yellow line instead of a double line.  Have talked with the Police Chief.  There are provisions for a single line road.  It is up to the “Commissioner”.  Don’t know if this means local or State.  Do you think that this would be a responsible thing to do?  We will be stripping Gorham Pond Road, Black Brook Road, and Twist Hill Road.  We will not stripping any of the subdivision roads.  

Selectmen agreed to have only one line on Town Roads as a cost saving measure.  

Both the School and the Town Offices parking lines have been painted.  

Transfer Station Employee: 

6. Patrick “Woody” Bowne has an additional employee to cover for employees who are out, etc.  

Management Report for the Auditors:

7. Management Report for the Auditors has been submitted, etc. 

Generator at the Community Center: 

8. Fire Chief Jon Wiggin noted that the generator at the Community Center should have a small lean-to built around it so the heat from the building will keep it warm, etc.  Will  have a snow issue coming off the roof.  Will contact Jeff Trexler to make sure we can do the lean-to.  

Need to have fuel delivered to the generator.  No one delivers.  Jeff Crosby will check with Draper to see if they can fill the 300 gallon generator tank.  

Road Agent asked if there is a service plan that they would come out and change the oil and fuel filters and get rid of any water, etc.  We should have a couple of extra filters on hand.  

Road Work: 

9. Only road work remaining to be done is a couple of bad spots to shim up so it makes it smoother on Twist Hill Road by the powerline.  In addition, there is small maintenance work to be done.  

10. Bow has ditched Twist Hill Road to the Town line.  They are paving Dunbarton Center Road.  They use Pike also so if we could coordinate with them we would get asphalt much more reasonable for that section.  It would be cheaper than if you go to the plant to buy it.  Will pre-determine what our costs are going to be for 300 feet down into Dunbarton to get the worst section done.  This should cure all of the water problems we had in the past.   Will have to wait to see how much we owe Pike for work already completed.  

11. With regard to winter maintenance, we have 400 tons of salt.  Should go sometime into next year.  Possibility of cutting more trees.  

Patrick “Woody” Bowne, Voting Booths: 

12. Stated that he would be willing to handle the responsibility for setting up the Voting Booths.  He would use one of his employees to help instead of coordinating with the Highway Department employee.  If this is alright with the Board of Selectmen, he would be responsible for  the Voting Booth setup and dismantling from now on.  He has no problem with doing the entire thing.  

Line Comeau, Town Offices: 

13. Line Comeau stated that she had been given the responsibility of distributing CIP materials to Department Heads.  She stated they are due back in the Town Office by October 24, 2008.  She will be coordinating with Stephanie Alexander, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 


MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen meeting adjourn at 8:00 p.m.   Les Hammond  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,  








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

