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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER 23,  2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled  meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman


Mert Mann


Line Comeau, Town Office


Rene Forcier was absent because of health reasons.  

7:00 P.M. – JEFF CROSBY, ROAD AGENT: 


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the following items: 

1. Jacqueline Drive

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that he would like to remove the rock at the end of Jacqueline Drive at the intersection of Robert Rogers Road and Jacqueline Drive on the easterly corner.  As he understood it, there are still monies available from the bond from Michel Belanger to do any necessary improvements on Jacqueline Drive.  

Les Hammond confirmed that there is $2,755 remaining from the bond which could be used for any necessary improvements for Jacqueline Drive.  

Jeff Crosby stated that the removal of the large rock will make for better sight distance and get it out of the way for snow plowing, etc.  

The Selectmen noted that Don Lane had verbally agreed to take care of this issue with the Road Agent and Don Mayo, Town Engineer, but it doesn’t look like that project will be going any further because of the economy, etc.  

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen reached a consensus to authorize Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, to remove the boulder at the intersection of Robert Rogers Road and Jacqueline Drive and use whatever monies are available from the Michel Belanger Bond for Jacqueline Drive.  

2. Community Center Generator: 

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that Jeff Trexler had dropped off material for the generator at the Community Center.  The two year warranty agreement will be up next summer.  The generator was purchased from Power’s in Concord, and the contact person is Brenda at Powers in Concord. 

3. Draper – Generator Fuel:

Arrangements have been made with Draper to fill the generator  at the Community Center with fuel when it gets one-half full.  Jeff Crosby will meet them to unlock the generator, etc.  

Jeff Crosby stated that Allen Sheldon has been doing routine check/maintenance on the generator.  The generator does a routine startup on a regular basis.  We should have a supply of extra fuel filters, etc. on hand.  

Filling of the fuel tank  will be coordinated with Draper.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

1. Board of Assessors – Feldbaum Abatement Request: 

Les Hammond stated that Ralph Feldbaum had applied for an abatement on his taxes two or three years ago.  

The end result of his request was that the Board of Assessors has upped his valuation by $8,200 which results in a $119 increase.   His home was classified as a ranch instead of a cape.  A ranch has a higher value.  Mr. Feldbaum did extensive modifications to his home to make it a cape.  Scott Marsh, Assessor, has now classed it as a “contemporary” instead of a cape because of a vaulted ceiling.  A contemporary is a higher class.

MS1 Form: 

Line Comeau stated that with regard to this change in the total valuation of the Town, we could either amend the MS1 form by adding the $8,200 to the valuation now before we set the tax rate or leave it as is and do a separate MS1.  Our figure has to be within one half of one percent of the total amount.  The figure cannot be more than a  $23,000 error of margin.  If there are any other changes, it could be “tight”.  


2.    Setting Tax Rate, DRA Offices:  

Sandy, DRA, can set the Tax Rate at her office on Thursday, October 30, 2008. at 10:00 am  Otherwise, we will have to wait until a later date. 

The Town of Dunbarton will have to post this as a regular meeting, etc. for setting the    Tax  Rate even though it is DRA’s meeting, etc.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the amount of surplus to offset the tax rate would not to exceed $100,000 and either one or two Selectmen can make the decision on the exact figure at a meeting scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Thursday, October 30, 2008 at DRA Offices.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3 Primex:

Les Hammond reported that the Selectmen had received a communication from PRIMEX stating that they would be willing to renew the agreement for three years to carry Workmen’s Compensation Insurance and Unemployment for the Town of Dunbarton.  

Les Hammond stated that he did not know of any reason why we shouldn’t continue with this carrier.  

Selectmen reached a consensus to continue Workmen’s Compensation Insurance and Unemployment for the Town of Dunbarton with Primex for three years.

4. Stark Stone Bridge:  

Les Hammond reported that research is continuing on the ownership of Stark Bridge which DOT has stated needs to be repaired or closed.  There appear to be conflicting opinions of whose responsibility the bridge falls under.  Research as to ownership  is continuing at this point.  

5. New Hampshire Flood Commissioner’s Meeting: 

Mert Mann stated he will be attending a Flood Commissioner’s Meeting next week.  Massachusetts will not be attending.  

6. Cleaning and Painting of Town Office: 

Les Hammond reported that he had received one bid for the cleaning and painting of the Town Offices from Herve Verville.  The Selectmen will ask for two other verbal bids before awarding the contract, etc.  

Les Hammond reported that he had spoken with Lynn Perkins regarding putting Plexiglass inserts on the inside of the windows in the Town Office for warmth, etc.  

7. CIP: 

It was reported that the Historical Society nor the Historical Awareness Committee would have any CIP requests to be submitted. 

In addition, Ron Slocum, Supervisor of the Checklist, will not have any submittal for the CIP Program. 

Mary LaValley, Board of Assessors, has been contacted regarding CIP request for REVAL in the future.  

LINDA PETERS, TOWN CLERK: 


Linda Peters, Town Clerk, brought up the following items for discussion/information:  

1. Has received many requests for absentee ballots.  More than usual.  Kids are going off to college and then decide that they need to vote, etc.  Presently have over 100 absentee ballots. 

2. Presented the Warrant for the Election, etc. which must be signed by the Selectmen. 

Selectmen signed Warrant. 


3.     Ballot Clerks:  Selectmen signed necessary paperwork for appointment of the following 

        Ballot Clerks: 



Eleanor Swindlehurst



Pam Milioto



Barbara Wanner



Hilliard Burnside



Diane Driscol, Alternate



Nancy Rizza, Alternate

3. Stated that the Legislature had recently passed legislation as follows: 

261:74-d  Additional Fees Charged by Agents.  Each registration agent may charge an applicant not more than $3, .50 of which is to recover local production and administrative costs, that shall be in addition to the fees otherwise required to issue, renew, or transfer a motor vehicle registration.  The remaining $2.50 of this fee shall be retained either by the municipality if the registration agent receiving the fee is on salary to the municipality, or by the agent if the agent is not on salary to the municipality but is paid on a fee basis.  

Linda Peters stated that if the Selectmen decided to increase the fees from $2.50 to $3.00, she would ask that they hold up until January 1, 2009.  We don’t have to do it at all.  This is not mandatory.  

A survey of 33 towns was made.  19 Towns increased their fees as early as September, 7 towns did not increase fees and 7 towns were undecided.  

Selectmen did not make a decision on increasing Fees Charged by Agents at this time.  

4. Linda Peters, Town Clerk, stated that she nothing to be put in the CIP Plan. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 


$600.00 Payment to Local Government Center: 

Mert Mann stated that this week there was a payment to the Local Government Center for $600 in the Accounts Payable Checks to be signed which is the final payment for the Recruitment for the Town Administrator position.   He stated he signed this check this week even though he had not signed the first payment check because he felt there was no need to go down and bother Rene Forcier to sign.  Mert Mann stated that is the reason he signed the second check for $600.

There being no further business, the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen closed the meeting with the following motion: 


MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres
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