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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  MAY 15,   2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator


The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting.

7:00 p.m. – ROAD HEARING:  To discuss 2008 Projects

The Public Hearing for Scheduled Road Projects and Maintenance of Town roads was opened by Les Hammond, Chairman.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, appeared before the Board and Public and presented the following information with regard to upcoming projects and maintenance: 

1. Black Brook Road – Will be resurfacing Black Brook Road from the intersection of Route 13 and Black Brook to Harry Brook pond.   Will be doing drainage work to eliminate problems, shoulder work, and paving.  Will possibly be doing intersection improvements.  

Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, is presently working on a plan for the intersection improvements.  Once we have a plan, will call DOT and see what they think, etc.  Don’t feel they will contribute any money.  

2. Long Pond Road – Plan to rebuild two sections of Long Pond Road , one in front of Cuda Property and one in front of DalPra  Property.  Paving contractors have advised it would be better to remove the pavement and repave then try to patch, etc.  Will try to remove the rocks and eliminate the frost problem.  

In front of DalPra’s house, they have a garage next to the road so we have to be careful, etc.  

3. Twist Hill Road – Shoulder improvements and shimming of bad spots on Twist Hill Road.    This will give us more room to push snow back.

The road needs to be rebuilt.  This cannot be done this year. 

4. Repave the intersection of Ray Road and Route 77.  There is a 20-30 foot long stretch with old paving mixture which is breaking up.  Will be replacing it with new paving. 

5. Will be doing work on the intersection of Rangeway Road and Robert Rogers Road.  Have spoken with Eric Hodgman, and he wants the fill from the work, etc.  We will cut it back and cut a couple of trees.  

6. Seal the school parking lot and access road improvement.  

It was noted that Les Hammond attended the School Board Meeting and told them the Town  would be sealing the parking lot.   They wanted curbing but were told the Town would not be doing curbing because of maintenance problems it would create, etc. 

7. Will be crack sealing of Gorham Pond, Black Brook and Old Hopkinton Roads.  

8. On going road maintenance throughout the Town.  

Other Discussion: 

1. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that the company doing the crack sealing has also worked for the Towns of Deering, Bow and Bradford with good results.  They don’t seal parking lots though.  

2. Town Truck - 5 Ton International is presently at Nichols Garage because of a tire and brake repairs.  

At this point in the meeting, Ed Wagner stated that Jeff Crosby was doing an excellent job, and he was very satisfied with him. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m. 

LOU DEBERIO REGARDING MILFOIL AT GORHAM POND: 

Lou DeBerio, Lou Costa and other resident, Gorham Pond Property Owners, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss Milfoil Treatment at Gorham Pond.  

Lou DeBerio stated that the last time they had been at the Selectmen’s meeting, Mert Mann stated he would be speaking with Senator Ted Gatsas regarding possible funding for Milfoil Treatment at Gorham Pond.  Asked if there had been any results of that discussion.  

Mert Mann stated that Senator Gatsas searched for additional monies for the Milfoil Treatment but was unable to come with any additional funds. Senator Gatsas sent a letter to the Town stating this.  We will reapply for the grant for the Milfoil Treatment again this year.  Amy will be doing a Maintenance Report.  Will start the application process late in June or early July.  The deadline for applying is September 15, 2008.  

Mert Mann stated that the filing of the Maintenance Report had nothing to do with the Town of Dunbarton not receiving the grant.  Out of 31 grant requests, Dunbarton ranked 24th.  Many other Towns did not receive grants either.  

The representatives from Gorham Pond stated the following with regard to Milfoil: 

1. What happens if the Town never gets a grant, and we have to look at the Town for funding? 

2. What about the Dunbarton Conservation Commission paying for the Milfoil treatment from their funds? 

3. How do we go about putting an article on the Town Warrant for voting on at Town Meeting for Milfoil treatment? 

4. Never had Milfoil problem until the State put in the Public Boat Launch Ramp. Because of this, the State should be liable for the problem. 

5. There is a large block of taxpayers at Gorham Pond  (88 to be exact) and if the lake “dies” we will all be looking for a tax rebate. 

6. Without treatment this year, the lake will surely “die” by next year.  Presently, people are unable to swim or fish in the lake.  

7. What about the liability of children swimming there and getting tangled up in the Milfoil? What if there is a drowning?  Who is responsible?  

8. Milfoil grows at a rate of 1” per day.  It is already sticking up out of the water.  By the end of this season, the pond will be dead.   

9. Why can’t the Town treat the Milfoil themselves?  Why are there only two contractors approved to apply the treatment?  

10. Can the Selectmen request the Conservation Commission to utilize their funds for Milfoil treatment? How do we go about asking them?  

11. Isn’t the Conservation Commission concerned about the quality of the water, the wildlife and fish?  They should be responsible for the Milfoil cleanup from their funds.  They should be concerned about the life of the ponds in Dunbarton.  Isn’t that part of their responsibility?   

12. Could there be a budget line within the Town Operating Budget for the treatment of Milfoil at each of the three ponds i.e. Gorham, Kimball and Long Pond?

Mert Mann stated he did not see that as an Operating Budget Item within the Town Budget.  It should be put on the Town Warrant for all the residents to vote on it.  

13. Have checked and when there is a problem with water access, etc. , the minimum reduction in property values is 10% and could be as much as a 35% reduction.  That would affect the Town’s budget.  There are three ponds within Dunbarton that should be looked at with regard to Milfoil treatment.  

14. Presently, you can’t take a dingy out into the pond.  Not even a paddle boat.   There is no swimming there this year.  

15. Would like the Town of Dunbarton Selectmen to request that the State of New Hampshire close the Public Boat Launch Ramp.  

Mert Mann advised the residents of the Gorham Pond area to write a petition letter and have all residents sign it and forward it to the Selectmen.  They will in turn forward it to Senator Ted Gatsas and others who might be able to help.  

16. The Town will spend $20,000 to save over $40,000 in property values, etc. by treating the Milfoil.  

17. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated the Town Highway Department had fixed the access road to the boat launch area after the flooding last season. 

18.   Can the Town close the access road to the boat launch area?  


Lou DeBerio summarized the actions that will be taken as follows: 

1. Will apply to the State for a Grant for the treatment of Milfoil for the coming year. 

2. Will write a Warrant Article to be voted on at next Town Meeting for treatment of Milfoil from the Dunbarton Conservation Funds or Town Funds.   (February 2009 deadline)

3. The State needs to be sure that the report is written and submitted in a timely fashion. 

4. Will petition the State to close the Public Boat Launch Ramp.  

5. Residents will get together and send a letter to the Selectmen regarding closing the boat launch ramp.  The Selectmen will forward it to the appropriate department.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion with the Selectmen: 

Transfer Station:  

1. David Mederas has resigned from the Transfer Station.  He will be helping out this coming Saturday but it will be his last day.  

Ryan St. Onge is interested in working at the Transfer Station.  He is 16 years of age, and lives on Alexander Road in Dunbarton.    

Patrick “Woody” Bowne would like to hire him for the Transfer Station to work Wednesday nights and Saturdays, pending a physical and necessary paperwork.  His hourly wage would be $8.50/hour.  

Neither Rene Forcier nor Mert Mann had a problem with hiring Ryan St. Onge.  The following motion was made: 

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the hiring of Ryan St. Onge, Alexander Road, Dunbarton, at an hourly rate of $8.15/hour pending necessary paperwork.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 


Town Hall Sign: 

2. The sign for the Town Hall is ready for painting and lettering.  Building Department suggested the possibility of using vinyl letters at a cost of $192.00.  

Selectmen did not want to use vinyl lettering and will wait for painter to give an estimate, etc.  


Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

3. Stephanie Alexander, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, contacted the Town Office regarding updating the Hazard Mitigation Plan which expires in either 2009 or 2010.  There are grants available from Homeland Security for the update.  The Town would pay one-half the cost which is $2,500 and the grant would cover the other $2,500.  Are we interested in applying for the grant?   Stephanie Alexander  will be sending a letter to further explain the process. 

This would be part of next year’s budget process.  


Building Department: 

4. Kyle Parker, Building Inspector, presented a letter which will be forwarded to Michel Belanger regarding several building violations. 

Police Department Special Detail Revolving Account: 

5. Police Chief Connelly forwarded an e-mail to Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, regarding two proposals for rate increases for Special Police Details.  They were as follows: 

Proposal A

· $52.00 dollars per hour billed to the vendor requesting the police services

· $35.00 per hour paid to the officer providing the police services

· $11.00 per hour/per cruiser

· $6.00 per hour administrative fee (insurance/retirement/etc.)

Proposal B

· $55.00 dollars per hour billed to the vendor requesting police services

· $35.00 per hour paid to the officer providing the police services

· $13.00 per hour/per cruiser

· $7.00 per hour administrative fee (insurance/retirement/etc.)

Both Mert Mann and Rene Forcier noted that Proposal B would be the better choice because it was more in line with the sentiment of the residents at the Public Hearing as it increases the cruiser and administrative fee. 

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept Police Chief Chris Connelly’s  Proposal B as listed above for Special Detail Police Duty.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote as follows: 


Mann – Yes


Forcier – Yes


Hammond – No


Rene Forcier:

6. Rene Forcier stated he will be having surgery on Wednesday, May 21, 2008 and will be hospitalized for between 5-7 days.  He will miss at least two Selectmen’s Meetings.
  

Best of Luck, Rene!!  Our prayers are with you. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:55  p.m.  Rene Forcier   seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

