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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  APRIL 10,   2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:10  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator


The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting. 

POLICE CHIEF CHRIS CONNELLY AND OFFICER JACKIE PELLETIER:  TO DISCUSS SPECIAL DUTY DETAILS FOR POLICE OFFICERS: 

Police Chief Connelly explained the situation with the Special Duty Detail presently going on with regard to Public Service Company of New Hampshire and the need for an officer for the tree cutting operation presently going on.  He stated he was not aware that Public Service was planning on doing a considerable tree cutting project in Dunbarton this year.  Because of this, the budget line for Special Duty Police Details has been drawn down very low.  It will probably be entirely expended within the next two weeks.  The money is paid back to the Town into a Revenue account but it still shows as an over expenditure within the Police Department budget.   In addition, there will be no funds available for Mutual Aid or other Special Duty Details which may occur throughout the remainder of the year.  

Police Chief Connelly suggested the following: 

1. Create a Revolving Fund as allowed under RSA 31:95-h. for the purpose of the Special Police Duty.  This would allow expenditures to be made from the fund and reimbursements back into the Revolving Account.  

a. This would require the Selectmen to hold a Special Town Meeting to create the Revolving Fund.  

2. Presented a suggested updated Outside Detail Rate as follows: 

a. $47.00 per hour billed to vendor requesting detail

b. Broken down as follows: 

$34.00 per hour for the officer

$ 6.00 per hour administrative fee (FICA, Insurance, Retirement, etc.) 

$ 7.00 per hour cruiser fee (Fuel, wear and tear on lights, etc.) 

Stated he would like to increase the administrative rate from $5.00 to $6.00/hour.  The last increase was in May 2001 by Jeff Nelson, Police Chief.  Stated a flat rate seemed to be the way to go.   

c. Invoice is handled by Officer who provides a copy of the job slip to the vendor.  A copy of job slip invoice will be mailed by our office administrator to corporate office.  Payment for services will be made by check payable to the Town of Dunbarton and received at the Town Hall. 

3. In addition, there are some details which occur which would not need an officer, only a flagger.    We will plan to do this as much as possible.  

4. Presently, Public Service Company is using an officer from Weare and possibly New Boston in the near future.  

Selectmen’s Discussion: 

Les Hammond stated he did not feel that $7.00 per hour for the cruiser was sufficient to cover the costs incurred.  He stated that construction trucks on jobs get much more than that.  He stated that the townspeople are subsidizing the Special Duty Detail Police, etc.  In addition, he stated that $34.00/hour seemed excessive for an hourly rate for the Special Duty Police Officer.  He said no Town Department Head earns that much.  The highest is $22.00/hour.   State Police charges more than $7.00/hour for the cruiser.  What about the fuel and LED lights, etc.   Fuel costs are up.   Stated he felt this did not make sense to him.  Why should we subsidize this?  Get other officers from other Towns, etc. if we have to. 

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, stated that he would like to try to keep the work within the Town of Dunbarton if at all possible.  

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, stated that this seems to be the going rate throughout the Towns in the general area.  He stated he will do research on what other Towns are charging for cruisers and per hour figures for officers and report back.  

Mert Mann stated that he did not have a problem with the Selectmen holding a Special Town Meeting to create a Revolving Fund for this purpose.  He stated that this won’t help them right now though.  They need permission from the Selectmen to run the Special Detail Account over budget for the next several weeks or so until a Revolving Fund is created.  

Rene Forcier stated he felt that the $47.00/hour figure is a firm number and would agree with it.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen approve the hourly rate for Dunbarton Police Department Outside Detail be set at $47.00/hour as recommended by the Dunbarton Police Chief.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a majority vote as follows: 


Yes – Mann


Yes – Forcier


No – Hammond

It was noted that the Selectmen will revisit this once additional research is reviewed, etc.  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen authorize the Dunbarton Police Department to continue Special Officer Details for three weeks utilizing our Police Officers for Special Duty events which will cause the budget line to go over budget.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion and action by the Board of Selectmen: 

1. Received communication from the Department of Resources and Economic Development, Division of Forests and Lands, regarding upcoming recommended appointments for Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Forest Fire Wardens as follows: 

a. Forest Fire Warden – Jonathan Wiggin, term ending December 31, 2010. 

b. Deputy Forest Fire Warden – John Swindlehurst, III, term ending December 31, 2010

c. Deputy Forest Fire Warden – Louis Marcou, term ending December 31, 2010

d. Deputy Forest Fire Warden – Patrick Bowne, term ending December 31, 2010

e. Deputy Forest Fire Warden – Frederick Mullen, term ending December 31, 2010

Selectmen signed necessary paperwork. 

2. Called Public Service Company of New Hampshire regarding three lights.  They need a communication in writing listing the pole number and locations before they can remove the lights.  We will send this in writing and they will send a confirmation back to us along with a work order.  

3. Selectmen signed appointment paperwork for the following appointments which were made last week. 

a. Ron Slocum, Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment

b. David Nault, Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment

c. James Marcou, Dunbarton Planning Board

d. Les Hammond, Selectmen’s Representative to the Planning Board 

4. Wrote a letter to Ben Williamson, Commercial Hauler regarding fee which is overdue.  Gave him a period of several weeks to pay. 

5. Matt Lavey is interested in serving as an Alternate to the Central New Hampshire Regional Resource Conservation Commission.  

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Matt Lavey as an Alternate to the Central New Hampshire Regional Resource Conservation Commission with a term ending in March 2009.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

6. Spoken with Ken Swayze and he would like to continue as a member on the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission .    Larry Cook does not want to continue to be a member.  

MOTION: 

Les Hammond made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen appoint Ken Swayse as a member of the Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission for a one year term ending in March 2009.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

7. Received a request regarding an update of what the status of the CTAP monies is.  Will refer to Sharon Wasson, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission. 

8. Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, presented a letter of resignation from her position of Town Administrator.  The letter of resignation was reluctantly accepted by the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen.   

9. Received a request for a For Sale sign on Town Property off Flintlock Farm Road from Diana Goldstein and William Goldstein.  

Selectmen reached a consensus to allow the Goldsteins to place a Real Estate Sign on Town Property as requested in their letter dated April 10, 2008.  

10. Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, notified the Town Office that the Community Center Generator is only ¾ full of fuel.  If we have an emergency, the generator requires a full tank to run for 48 hours.  He would like to know where he should go to get fuel for the generator.  It requires off-road diesel.  Possibility of Draper but they would have to be issued a key to get into the tank.  Also possibility of Putnam Fuel.  

11. Received a request from Jacques Belanger, Recreation Commission, regarding there being no volunteers to work on the concessions.  The Congregational Church wants to know if they could run the concession.  They would have the profits.  Will check on the liability issues.  

12. Les Hammond reported that he had checked with the Police Officer on duty and it was indicated that the street lights in the center did not go off at midnight. 

13. Janice VandeBogart and Janet have finished cleaning out the room in the Upper Town Hall.  There are still some Treasurer’s records in there that Pam Milioto wants to keep.  The Library also still has items up there. 

14. Les Hammond reported that the Legion is in the process of developing a temporary monument honoring everyone who has been in the wars since Vietnam.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:25 p.m.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

