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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  JANUARY 17,   2008

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

Rene Forcier was absent for medical reasons.  

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting. 

7:00 p.m. – CHRIS CONNELLY, POLICE CHIEF:  TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2008 – POLICE DEPARTMENT


Chris Connelly, Police Chief, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the Police Department Budget.  He stated he only had several updates and revisions from the previous draft budget which he had submitted as follows: 

1. 4% COLA for all Police Department employees.

2. Office Administrator’s position be increased to 40 hours per week.  

3. Will be submitting a Warrant Article to replace the 1999 cruiser.  

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, stated that there were several items which had increased within the Police Department’s budget which were beyond their control as follows: 

1. Includes full-time funding for the full-time officer which was approved at the 2007 Town Meeting. 

2. Gasoline which is an estimate only has been increased by $2,000.

3. Dispatch Fee which is established by the Town of Bow.  He stated he appreciated the help from Mert Mann, Selectman, in getting the original fee reduced from $50,000 to $22,743.  This is still an increase of $11,743 from the previous year of $11,000.  

Mert Mann, Selectman, stated that the Town of Bow recalculated the way in which the fee for dispatching for each Town was computed.  It is now based on the call volume which is a much fairer allocation than originally calculated. 

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, stated other budget line items which have been increased are as follows:

1. Prosecution is up $434 from the previous year.  The Concord City Prosecutor has indicated a 7% increase in fees for all communities that they provide legal service to.  

2. Computer Hardware has been increased by $2,000 for provide for replacement of a PC and printer at an Officer’s Work Station. 

3. Education Costs – COP are up $700 from last year.  This is a contract item and covers costs associated with the Masters in Public Administration (Emergency Management Concentration) Program that the Police Chief is enrolled in. 

4. Radio  has been increased from 0 to $1,030 which will be used to program two portable radios we received last year from a grant.  

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, stated that there is nothing new in the Police Department’s budget other than budgeting the Office Administrator’s position as full-time and a 4% raise for all employees.  

The Board of Selectmen stated that they were still in the process of determining what they were going to do about raises for Town Employees.   There has been no final decision.  

JACQUES BELANGER: TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2008 – RECREATION COMMISSION AND OLD HOME DAY

Jacques Belanger and Lara Routhier appeared before the Board to discuss the Recreation Budget as follows: 

Jacques Belanger, Recreation Commission, stated the budget was increased by $500 from the previous year for the following reason: 

1. Included a spring bus trip to the Boston Flower Show at a cost of $500.  This item is under Excursions. 

In addition, both Lara Routhier and Jacques Belanger suggested that Mark Wamser and Mary Stapleton were interested in becoming members of the Recreation Commission and would like to see them appointed to the Recreation Commission..  

Jacques Belanger asked if the maintenance on the gym floor was part of the Recreation Commission’s budget.  The Selectmen noted that it was not included within the Recreation Commission’s budget.  

In addition, Jacques Belanger noted that the Basketball Program is now being run by new people.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for Selectmen’s action: 

1. Request from Patrick “Woody” Bowne for Annual Leave for the first week of February. 

Selectmen signed request for Annual Leave.  

2. Letter received from David Barkie regarding posting of traffic signs.  Would like an appointment with Selectmen. 

Selectmen agreed to set up an appointment for Thursday, January 31, 2008 at the regularly scheduled Selectmen’s meeting.  

3. Received communication from Linda Peters, Town Clerk, that the Secretary of State’s Office picked up the ballots for the upcoming recount.  They took all ballots. 

4. Noted that nothing has been heard from DOT regarding Purgatory Pond Road.  Will check with Mary Beth Walsh, Representative, to determine status, etc. 

5. It was noted that within the Historical Awareness Minutes, there was reference made to the Historical Awareness Committee requesting $500 for Office Supplies to be included in the Town 2008 budget.  

6. Linda Peters, Town Clerk, Bud Noyes, etc. have through the vault and have suggested a sum of $3,400 be set aside within the 2008 budget for Preservation of Town Records.  

7. Mert Mann, Selectman, noted that there will be a meeting for Flood Control and DRA at the State House.  Monday, January 21, 2008 at 9:00 am. ???

DEB TROTTIER, LIBRARY TRUSTEE:  TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2008 – LIBRARY 


Lori Wamser appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the Library Trustee Budget as follows:  She stated that Deb Trottier, Library Trustee, had another commitment so could not attend.  

Stated the Town’s portion of the Library budget was up $6,940 from the previous year of $75,660 to $82,600 for  2008 for the following reasons: 

1. 4% increase in salaries for a raise for Library staff. 

2. Books, Periodicals & AV $150 increase. 

3. Programs up $200

4. Professional Fees up $100

Lori Wamser stated that overall the increase is attributed to 90% of salaries and taxes.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

R


Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:25 p.m.  Les Hammond

  S

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_____________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier

