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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  AUGUST 9,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled summer bi-weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting  prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

1. Mike Guiney stated that Jeff Crosby had fixed up Kelsey Road and did a good job.  

2. Les Hammond reported that Frank  B. Iberger (FBI Roofing) will be starting on the Town Hall Roof as soon as he is finished with another job in Dunbarton.  

3. Painting of the Town Offices is proceeding according to schedule, etc.  Asked contractor to look at the Town Hall also and consider submitting bid when it is put out to bid.  

4. Town Hall Painting may not be able to be put out for bid this year until the roof work is completed.

5. Kyle Parker will be starting on assembling the Gazebo next week.  

6. Mert Mann reported there was a Bow Planning Board meeting on the Lane/Hammond project off Jacqueline Drive.  Dunbarton did not attend the meeting because Mert Mann and Laura Spector, Town Counsel,  had attended the previous Bow Planning Board Meeting and voiced their concerns, etc.  

At this point in the meeting, the Selectmen recessed until such time as Karen Shed arrived.  

7:00 p.m. – KAREN SHED AND HER CONTRACTOR TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS WITH HER DRIVEWAY AND RUNOFF FROM LITTLE LANE

Karen Shed, 11 Little Lane, Dunbarton appeared before the Board of Selectmen along with her Site Contractor Ron Sharron to discuss continuing problems with drainage, etc.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, was also present on behalf of the Town.  

Ron Sharron, Site Contractor, stated there were three issues they would like to address with the Town as follows: 

1. Culvert that dumps onto the property at the entrance of the Shed’s driveway. 

2. Surface water that is going down the Shed’s driveway. 

3. The culvert on the adjacent property.  

Ron Sharron stated the weather pattern is changing and there is more water every where.  Has caused considerable problems for the Shed’s.  

Mr. Sharron requested that the Town put in a paved swale at the foot of the Shedd driveway so any water will go through a paved swale instead of washing out the driveway.  Would like this put to the left of the property line.  

Karen Shed presented pictures of the water damage to her property as follows: 

1. Damage to the garage

2. Damage to the walkway and undermining the stairs going into the house.  

3. Damage to the Garage Floor and Breezeway entry

4. Damage to the Front Yard

5. Mold on the front walkway

6. Water has gotten into the granite stairs also and damaged them.  

7. Bricks originally came up under the stairs.  They are now moved somewhat.

8. Mold in the basement.  

9. Have had to replace doors because of mold, rot, etc.  

10. Have contacted the House Inspector and he did nothing about it. 

Stated this is not a landscaping issue.  Have spent $55,000 trying to correct the problem with no results.  

Mert Mann asked how long they had owned the home.  The home has always had a water problem.  Water problems are also increasing with the weather changing pattern.  

Karen Shed stated they have owned the home for about seven years.  She stated that Goffstown made her correct the drainage from her property to their culvert, etc.  Goffstown worked on their end of the road. 

Karen Shed stated that the Town of Dunbarton’s surface water is coming down the paved road onto her property.  The only way to correct the problem is to put a paved swale in and divert the water to the down side of her driveway.  That is the issue that needs to be discussed.  Stated she was here last year about the same problem.   Originally we thought the majority of the water was from the culvert.  It is not just the culvert, it is also the surface water from the Town Road. 

Jeff Crosby stated that you need to maintain a dirt driveway.  All the property slopes to the garage.  You should be sloping everything away from the house.  There is a lot of water coming out from the area.  You need to “crown” the driveway.  There is nothing to divert the surface water.  When you take all the trees and then stump the lot, then all the water is seeping out, etc.  

Karen Shed stated she purchased the property and the house was already built.  The Town gave him a permit to build on the property.  They should have addressed that issue in a Site Plan Review, etc.  Stated they are asking the Town of Dunbarton for maintenance and help.  We would like the Town to do the paved swale, etc.  Stated the abutter’s culvert dumps onto her property also.  It has been there for years.  What happens with the culvert that goes across the road and drains onto my property?  What kind of resolution can we get out of that?  Stated her water was affecting the Town of Goffstown, and they made me fix her water problem that was affecting Goffstown.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, stated that “where does it stop”?  The surface water comes off of Town Roads throughout the Town.  Homeowners are responsible for their own driveways, etc.   The Town cannot be responsible for all driveways.   

Les Hammond pointed out that the Planning Board approves subdivisions if they meet the requirements of acreage and frontage.  They cannot tell the homeowner where to build the house.  Site Plan Review only comes into play when it is a Commercial Development, not a residential home.  It is up to the landowner to situate their home in the best possible location with regard to water runoff, etc.  The Planning Board is not responsible for the location of the home.  

Mert Mann stated he did not feel the Town should be paying for these improvements on this driveway.  It is the homeowner’s responsibility.  We could give the landowner permission to work on the Town Right of Way at the homeowner’s expense.  

Rene Forcier stated he agreed that it wasn’t the Town’s responsibility.

The Selectmen reached a consensus that the Town cannot pay for driveway improvements to individual home owners.   The Selectment agreed to give permission to the landowner (Shed) to do improvements,  with the approval of the Road Agent,  consisting of a paved swale within the Town Right of Way to try to correct the drainage issues.  

OTHER BUSINESS:  


Linda Peters, Town Clerk:

1. Police Chief Chris Connelly sent out letters to the residents (63) regarding unregistered dogs.  Some people said they never got a letter before. 

2. There were 91 unregistered dogs and now there are 49 unregistered ones left. 

3. August 14, 2007 is the deadline.  If they are not registered by then, the Town can take Court Action.  

4. Ordered 600 dog registration tags this year.  Only have 50 left.  If we order more tags, there must be a minimum of 200 tags @ a cost of $37/hundred.  

5. Found some old dog registration tags we could use if we were able to engrave the year 2007 on them.  Need an engraver. 

6. Have collected $925 in fines, etc.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  7:55 p.m.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

