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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY,  JULY 26,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled summer bi-weekly meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting and the meeting of Monday, July 23, 2007 prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.  

7:00 P.M. – TIM TERRAGNI, CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF ASSESSORS – TO DISCUSS BARN EASEMENTS

Tim Terragni, Chairman, Board of Assessors, appeared before the Board to discuss Barn Easements and how they would relate to Dunbarton.  He stated they had held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 17, 2007 where a representative from the New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources, Historic Agricultural Structures Advisory Committee Carl Schmidt from Orford had attended to explain the new RSA-79D relating to Barn Easements, etc.  This RSA took effect July 2002.   Barns would have to be at least 75 years old in order to qualify under this program.  

Tim Terragni stated the following: 

1. 64 of 255 Towns in New Hampshire have issued easements through this program.  Paperwork has already been filed for these Towns, etc.    The Town of Hampton has the most barns under this program.  

2. The Town will make a determination as to what % the structure’s assessed value will be reduced based on, but not limited to: 

a. Public Benefit

b. Scenic Quality/Public Access

c. Local, Regional or National Historic Importance

d. Overall Condition

3. Originally, Historic Resources wanted the State to issue Grants.  The State had no funds for grants so they instituted this program.  

4. Dunbarton Board of Assessors notified all owners of barns over 75 years of age regarding the Public Hearing and inviting them to attend.  

5. Dunbarton has 47 old barns that would qualify under this program.   

6. Approximately 15 people were present at the Public Hearing.  

7. The Dunbarton Board of Assessors need to determine if this would be a fair and equitable thing to do if the rest of the Town was subsidizing this tax benefit.   The Board of Assessors is in agreement that we do want to help preserve barns.  We have to investigate this a little deeper.  This is a discretionary easement.  The Board of Assessors would like to pursue this but it also depends on the other two Board Members. 

8. The landowner must pay for the inspections, recording the paperwork, etc.  

9. The easement would reduce the assessed value for the barns, etc, plus the land value under the structure by 25% to 75%.  

10. The term of the easement contract with the landowner  is ten (10) years or longer.  (Most towns use ten years.)

11. The landowner is required to maintain the structure in the same or better condition over the term of the easement.  

12. If the barn or structure is not maintained according to the easement contract during the first half of the term, the taxpayer is required to pay 20% of the FULL VALUE ASSESSMENT. 

13. If the barn or structure is not maintained according to the easement contract during the second half of the term, a penalty equal to 15% of the FULL VALUE ASSESSMENT WILL BE ISSUED.  

14. The Board of Assessors wants to make sure the applicant pays for the Public Hearing costs for each barn request.  There is a Public Hearing on each individual barn.  

15. Need to institute an Application Fee to cover all the expenses involved with the easement.  

16. Dunbarton has only one application to date.  

17. Any improvements on the barn/structure involved would not be taxed until there was a REVAL.  They won’t have to pay for the improvements until that time. 

18. The easement is a binding agreement so if the property  is transferred or assigned, the easement stays with the property for the length of the term.  

19. The Town of Dunbarton has never taxed for Solar. 

20. The Statute refers to the governing body of the Town.  Does this mean the Board of Assessors or the Town Selectmen, etc.?

OTHER BUSINESS: 

JANICE VANDEBOGART, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for the Selectmen’s attention: 

1. Selectmen signed letter directed to Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission regarding Dunbarton Planning Board, etc. 

2. Linda Peters, Town Clerk, has given Police Chief a list of unregistered dog owners.  There are over 100 dogs unregistered in the Town of Dunbarton.  Unregistered dog owners will have to pay a $25 fine.  

Selectmen signed warrant for the Police Chief to collect fines for unregistered dogs. 

3. Roof Replacement for the Town Hall will start the end of August.  Will rope off area during Old Home Day.  

4. Kim Vallancourt is working on Old Home Day Arrangements. 

5. Highway Safety Committee will discuss the request for speed bumps at Gorham Pond.  They want one coming in Holiday Shore Drive before you turn the corner and one after you turn the corner, etc.  

OTHER DISCUSSIONS: 

1. Les Hammond reported that work is being done on Robert Rogers Road.  Have gotten the underground drainage in.  

2. Mert Mann reported that he has spoken with the people at the State level regarding Milfoil Treatment of Gorham Pond.  Dunbarton is on the list for next year for treatment.   State will send application paperwork to the Town in early August  or September.  

There being no other business, the following motion was made: 

 MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:55 p.m.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

