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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly  meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen signed minutes of the previous meeting prior to the meeting was called to order. 

7:00 P.M. - PUBLIC HEARING ON PETITION ARTICLE:  “SHALL WE, THE TOWN OF DUNBARTON, ADOPT THE PROVISIONS OF RSA 40:13 (KNOWN AS SB2) TO ALLOW OFFICIAL BALLOT VOTING ON ALL ISSUES BEFORE THE TOWN OF DUNBARTON ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF MARCH.”

Mert Mann, Chairman, confirmed with Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, for the record that the Public Notice had been posted in accordance with the RSA and published in the newspaper. 

Mert Mann, Chairman, asked for comments from the audience regarding SB2.  

Comments were received as follows: 

Tim Fleury – Stated he had moved into Dunbarton a couple of years ago from New Boston.  Stated that I have seen a small town (New Boston) go from a Town Meeting to SB2.  I have my ideas on it.  In the beginning, New Boston only had 2,400 residents, now they have 5,500.  There was a couple of town meetings where we had 800 people.  It was always important.  We are able to get up and talk about issues as they are voted on.  Some people feel they are uncomfortable.  They  really don’t have to voice their opinion.  They have the ability to go to the microphone and be heard.  People who are taking the time to understand the Warrant Articles that are up to be voted on have the ability to come before the Board of Selectmen and speak their mind.  Maybe when Towns get larger and maybe it does become unmanageable, it would be different.  I lived in New Boston when SB 2 came to New Boston nine years ago.  The character of the Town changed.  I really don’t know how many more voters voted.  I missed the ability to have an open forum.  The Selectmen have meetings for that.  At Town Meeting, everyone comes out and their voices are heard.  SB2 informed voters can talk about issues with the  Selectmen but it just seems that Town Meeting should be kept.  It has served this Town well for over 200 years.  I can see it serving the Town for a number of more years. 

Chuck Williamson – Stated he thought Mr. Fleury was missing something because under SB 2, there is a deliberative session. 

Mert Mann, Chairman, asked Carl Metzger the originator of the petition article to explain why SB2 is wanted. 

Carl Metzger -  Stated that basically SB2 is an all day long ballot.  It gives everyone the chance to vote on issues.  If at the Town Meeting, we would have a low turnout because of the snow, etc. but I could have come to vote during the day with SB 2.  I could vote early and be done with it.  We are not a Town of 300 people any more and we are not a bunch of farmers who work with each other.  It takes us a long time to get home.  People who work second and third shift positions can’t make Town Meeting.  We are denying them the right to vote.  Why don’t we vote for the Selectmen and others at Town Meeting then instead of on the ballot?  The main reason for SB 2  is we have a deliberative session to change and discuss things to go to the voters.  We have 30 days to investigate how to vote on it.  At Town Meeting we get the information right then and have to decide right then.   

Linda Peters – Stated that today I spent the day at a Workshop at the State House with other Town Clerks.  Some of those Towns  have SB2.  The general consensus was that attendance at the deliberative session is very low, if at all.  I know that you are informed but not everyone takes that interest.  A lot of people don’t.  Towns with SB2 end up with default budgets.  One of the Towns has had a default budget for five or seven years.   It really does tie people’s hands.  I took the liberty of asking the person from Weare.  They had a ballot that was eleven pages long.  You would have to spend a lot of time in the voting booth looking at items before voting in the ballot booth.  We hand count our ballots, and we would have to give this up.  We would also be incurring the expense of tallying these ballots.  These are some of the things that I learned today.  

Fred Mullen – Stated that he was against SB 2.  About the deliberative sessions, a year ago, New Boston had three people who showed up to the deliberative session.  When you are at Town Meeting, I have had my opinion changed by some who brought something up.  Linda Peters brought up a good point.  If we have SB 2, we have to incur the expense of voting machines.  At the John Stark School deliberative session, which has 2,500 pupils in the school, there were only 8 people at the deliberative session, 5 from Henniker and 3 from Weare.  Eight people decided what will be on the ballot.  Weare just had the school deliberative session and 50 people showed up.  There were 160 articles on the ballot.  You can live with a default budget for one year but not four or five years.  I have an article I would like to read from Representative Bill Tobin of Sanbornton as follows: 


“SB2?  Let’s not!


I strongly encourage Winnisquam School District voters to vote no on the petitioned ballot question SB 2 on March 13. 


As your state legislator, after having researched this proposal and consulting with other lawmakers, I find that SB 2 is an unworkable form of government.  This position is supported by the New Hampshire Center for Public Policy, which after research, concludes that no town or school district should adopt SB 2 until the Legislature fixes its fatal flaws. 


I strongly support the unanimous position opposing SB 2 taken by the Winnisquam Regional School Board on January 16.  I concur with the board’s reasons: 

· SB 2 is not a representative way of reaching consensus on issues.  Voters are not informed. 

· SB 2 does not help in student achievement. 

· Under SB 2, there is the possibility of having to work with the previous year’s budget if the budget does not pass. 

· SB 2 stifles projects or services. 

· The ability to have a debate among peers (school district meetings) is worthwhile and meaningful. 


Our current system works well.  If there are alternatives, I am willing to listen.  But I will not even consider replacing it with the one seriously flawed option being offered.  Vote no on SB 2. 




                                        Rep. Bill Tobin, Sanbornton”


Fred Mullen stated that the “gist” of the thing is if it is flawed, why would we want to vote it in. 


Darlene Moore – Stated she lived in New Boston about twenty years ago.  I enjoyed living in the country, and I saw that change dramatically when SB 2 took effect.  People would run into the polls to vote before work.  They really don’t have the time to vote for 50 articles.  It took away the small Town feeling.  That is why I moved out of Chelsey, Massachusetts.  I feel SB 2 takes the country away.  


Lori Davis – I hear what everyone is saying about SB 2.  I am a very informed voter.  The Board of Selectmen knows that.  I have caught people in lies at Town Meeting.  You say that no one has the time.   I have watched my neighbors not go to Town Meeting.  My first Town Meeting was a very interesting experience for me and my husband.    We say we are adults.  I have not seen this in this Town.   Fred Mullen has said he has gone out with people after a Town Meeting  to have a cup of coffee after, etc.  I have had a bullet through my house and two tires slashed.  No, we are not adults.  If you are concerned about your government, you would be at the deliberative session.   There was only 75 people at School Meeting, less than 5%.  People don’t want to go and be confronted.  I have.  

There were no other public comments.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, officially closed the Public Hearing regarding SB 2 at 7:30 p.m. 

ALFRED SANTILLI, JR.:  TO DISCUSS LETTER HE RECEIVED FROM BUILDING DEPARTMENT TO CEASE CONSTRUCTION ON HIS BUILDING ON LOT K1-01-14

Kyle Parker, Building Inspector, and Alfred Santilli, Jr. appeared before the Selectmen to discuss the Cease and Desist Notice Mr. Santilli received regarding his construction at his property on Holiday Shore Drive.  

Don Perkins, Builder, recently came to renew the permit and Kyle Parker discovered that the additional items requested were beyond the original building permit.  

Kyle Parker, Building Inspector, reviewed the Permit which was granted in 2004 and noted that Mr. Santilli had signed a statement that the building would not be used for anything but recreation.  A small half bathroom was approved.  Mr. Santilli had no plans to put in a kitchen.  Now he wants to put in a wet bar, etc. and a full bathroom with a shower.  Kyle Parker stated he felt this was beyond what the original permit was given and could be considered living space.  

Mr. Santilli stated that the original agreement that he made with Ken Swayze was that there would be no heat in the building.  Mr. Santilli stated that he does need heat within the building now and would request that he be able to put heat in the building.  

Kyle Parker stated the purpose of the building is involving more than what was originally allowed.  He stated he was concerned that it will be turned into a full blown house/living space.   

Mr. Santilli stated that his cottage is so small that he needs the extra room for his kids for a recreation room. “ I am looking for more recreation space for my children.  I will sign documents stating that it will not be rented out.  I want to be able to come up in the winter and ice fish.  I don’t have insulated windows.”  

Selectmen determined that Mr. Santilli can continue with what he originally requested on the first building permit or seek a Variance for heat, etc. from the Dunbarton Zoning Board of Adjustment.   The Selectmen noted that the original permit does not include a wet bar, full bathroom kitchen sink or heat.    The Selectmen noted that the original Building Permit states as follows:  “Summer recreation room and winter storage”.  It does not say a full bath.  

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR/DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Library Trustee – Tiffany Dodds regarding Electrical Invoice: 

Tiffany Dodds, Library Trustee, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss an invoice the Selectmen received for replacement of Exit Signs at a cost of $449.50 from Dodd Electric.  The work was done between November and January 2007.

The Board of Selectmen pointed out to Tiffany Dodds that the Town has a person who does the maintenance work at the Town Buildings.  He is the person who should have been contacted regarding the problem with the Exit signs before hiring anyone.    

Tiffany Dodds stated that the Library is looking for a procedure in place regarding how to handle maintenance, etc.  At this point, there is no procedure in place to follow.  Tiffany Dodds referred to the basement and the cleaning out of the items and possible mold, etc. which occurred last summer.

Les Hammond stated that he and a Certified Mold Inspector looked at the basement of the Library, and it was determined there was no mold.  The Town is going to put in several windows with a fan to be used in the summer.  He also stated that most of the stuff had been cleaned out of the basement now.  

Tiffany Dodds stated that Steven Dodds had been in the Library and noticed the problem with the Exit Signs.  The batteries were all corroded and the lights needed to be replaced.  Andrea did not know about the replacement of the batteries.  They have been up there about ten years.  

The Selectmen stated they had plans to replace the roof on the Town Hall (Library) this year along with other items. 

The Selectmen stated they would like to be informed, especially since they would be paying the bill, for any maintenance work that is done at the Library.  The funds come under a maintenance fund for Government Buildings within the Town Budget.  

Kyle Parker’s Appointment as Building Inspector: 

The Board of Selectmen signed the Appointment for Kyle Parker, Building Inspector, for a term ending March 2008.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, presented the name of Lara Routhier as a member of the Recreation Committee. 


Stated that Jeff Nelson has been looking for another member for the Recreation Committee.  

The Selectmen signed the paperwork appointing Lara Routhier, Member of the Dunbarton Recreation Committee with a term ending in March 2008. 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator – Bids for Lawn Mowing for Two Years: 

Stated that Mike Underwood is presently doing the Lawn Mowing and there have been no problems.  Presented the following bids for Lawn Moving for Two Years: 

1.  Ron Boynton, D & R Waste Management - 

$5,000 per year

2.  Saints Lawncare, 325 Pembroke Street, Pembroke 

$5,075 per year

3.  Mike Underwood,  Gorham Pond Road, Goffstown 
$4,000 per year

4.  Cutting Blade Lawn Care, 367 Flanders Memorial Road, Weare 
$4,150 – 2007









$4,358 – 2008

5.  Thompson Smiles by Design, Manchester



$4,300 per year

6.  DPM Lawn Care, Don Gravel, 10 Clifford Farm Road, Dunbarton
$4,800 per year

7.  Start to Finish Lawn Services, Merrimack 


$4,300 per year

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen award the bid for Lawn Services for the Town of Dunbarton for two years (2007 and 2008)  to Mike Underwood of Gorham Pond Road, Goffstown, NH for a bid of $4,000 per year.  Les Hammond seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. Les Hammond stated he wanted to thank Linda Peters for offering to work at the Transfer Station this coming Saturday. 

2. Selectmen reported that Town Reports will be mailed out to all Dunbarton households.  Residents should plan on bringing your copy of the Town Report to Town Meeting as there will not be extras, etc. 

There being no further business, the following motion was made: 

MOTION:  

Rene Forcier made a motion to adjourn the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen’s Meeting at 8:00  p.m.  Les Hammond  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

