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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The regularly scheduled weekly  meeting of the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen was held at the above time, date and place with Mert Mann, Chairman,  presiding.   It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.     The following were present: 


Mert Mann, Chairman 


Les Hammond


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

Mert Mann, Chairman, noted for the record that the meeting was being recorded by Lori Davis.  

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting prior to the Public Meeting was called to order. 

At this point in the meeting, Les Hammond stated that in the interest of saving time, the Welfare Department Budget Discussion (Donna Meuse) would be put ahead of the Solid Waste Department Budget Discussion (Patrick Bowne).  

7:00 p.m. – Welfare Department Budget – Donna Meuse 

Donna Meuse, Welfare Director, appeared before the Board of Selectmen and stated that the Welfare Budget should remain the same as the previous year, for a total of $10,000.   

1.  She stated Dunbarton had very little expenditures this year and $10,000 is adequate. She also stated she has checked with other towns similar to Dunbarton and their budgets are also $10,000.  

2.  Donna Meuse, Welfare Director, also stated that her salary as Welfare Director was fine with her. 

At this point in the discussion, Les Hammond stated he wanted to thank her for all the work she has done this past year. 

7:15 p.m. – Solid Waste Department – Patrick Bowne

Patrick Bowne appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the proposed Solid Waste Department Budget as follows: 

1. Stated he had not included any raises for employees within the proposed budget.   Instead he had increased the number of hours for part-time employees from 30 hours a week to 32 hours.  This would be done  in order to keep the gates open early on Wednesdays and maintenance work during the summer.  This amounts to an approximate increase of $5,000 ($38,688 last year vs. $43,498 this year).

Mert Mann, Chairman, confirmed that 32 hours a week is not considered full-time employees.

It was noted for the record that any raise for Patrick Bowne would be up to the Selectmen.  

2. Equipment Rental was increased by $500.  

3. Training remained the same as last year at $350.

4. Reference Books remained the same at $100. 

5. Sub-Contractor Services remained the same at $1,000.

6. Supplies and Materials was increased by $300 to purchase stain for the building, etc. 

7. Telephone was increased by $75.

8. Hazardous Waste Collection increased. 

9. Burn pile Ash & Testing remained the same at $1,500.

10. NRRA Dues remained the same at $100.

11. Incineration was increased because of increase in from $41/Ton  to $42.50/Ton.

12. C&D Removal has a 5% increase.

13. Lease Payment on Roll Off Truck remains the same.  This is the last payment.

14. Tire Removal for Tires on Rims decreased slightly.

15.   Equipment Maintenance increased by about $2,000.  (Trying to get truck repainted, etc.  Also need Hoist Cable looked at because two strands are broken.  In addition, need a new tarp for the truck)

16. Recycling Costs  increased slightly. 

17. Fuel Costs increased slightly because of possibility of hauling steel to another company.  

18. Fees and Services increased slightly because of 5% increase in Alarm System fees.   Also cost of boots has increased.  

Mert Mann asked what uniforms were budgeted for.  Patrick Bowne stated shirts, pants, T-shirts, jackets and boots for Town Employee and Patrick Bowne.  

19. Total budget last year was $198,150.81.  The proposed budget for 2007 is $209,088.45 for an increase of $10,937.64.  

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, presented the following items to the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen: 

1. Received a statement of number of Historic Awareness Books sold but no reimbursement to the Town as yet for this year. 

2. Library Trustees are having a Public Open House on Monday, January 8, 2007 at the Library at 7:00 p.m.  Selectmen are invited to attend.  Rene Forcier will plan to attend. 

3. Reported that Jacques Belanger, Surveyor, has filed the mylar for Jacqueline Drive along with the deed and plan.  There is also an as-built which has been filed at the Registry of Deeds.  He will bring in additional copies of the plans and registered deed. 

4. Mert Mann noted that Larry Cook had sent an e-mail regarding working with New England College etc. on some of the Master Plan recommendations relating to the Conservation Commission.  He will be cooperating through the Planning Board.  

5. Janice VandeBogart reported that she had received a call from a resident of Dunbarton with a Goffstown telephone number who was trying to get Cable Internet Broad Band Service with Comcast.  Dunbarton Telephone Company told them they could not get DSL through Granite State Telephone Company because they did not have a Dunbarton telephone number, etc.  

Selectmen are still in the process of working with Comcast regarding cable service to Dunbarton.  

Proposed Highway Department Budget for 2007:

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, was not present at the discussion of the Highway Department Budget.  Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, explained it as follows: 

1. Telephone is the same. 

2. Pager Service – Highway is the same. 

3. Supplies – Highway is the same. 

4. Full-Time Employee is increased slightly from last year. 

5. Part-Time Employee is increased by $3,000 to cover flaggers. 

6. Paving and Construction is up by $40,000. 

7. Road Side Mowing is the same. 

8. Other Services – Ind. Contractor is decreased by $10,000. 

9. Training is the same. 

10. Uniforms are the same. 

11. Mobile Phones – Highway is decreased because Road Agent uses his own cell phone. 

12. Radios no appropriation. 

13. Gasoline is $3,000 less. 

14. Diesel is up by $2,500. 

15. Dept. Equipment and Maintenance is decreased by $5,000.

16. Equipment Rental – Highway is the same. 

17. Patching is the same. 

18. Culverts/Guardrails is increased by $2,500. 

19. Blasting is the same. 

20. Gravel is increased by $2,500.  

21. Road Striping is the same. 

22. Tree Cutting in increased by $2,500. 

23. Crushing Gravel is $1,000 this year.  There was no crushing last year. 

24. Winter Budget –Ind. Contractors is decreased by $5,000. 

25. Winter Budget – Road Salt is increased by $5,000

26. Winter Budget – Sand is the same. 

27. Total Winter Budget is $142,000.  

28. Total Highway Budget is increased by $40,000 +-. 

Les Hammond stated that they need to put the timbers up at the Town Garage for hanging the sanders up.  Presently have to put sanders on with the excavator.  Unknown if the other side of the Town Garage roof needs repairs, etc. 

Cemetery Trustees; Richard Schaeffer, Brian Pike and Koreen MacCubbin Discussion of 2007 Budget: 


Discussion of the proposed Cemetery Budget as follows: 

1. Maintenance of Cemetery increased by $2,025 to include some cutting of brush.  In addition trees need to be trimmed back. 

2. Monument Repair increased by $50. 

3. Corner Stones should be included in the budget at $500 even though this is reimbursed by the owners of the plots.  It is shown as an expenditure of the Cemetery Budget. 

4. Fence Repair remains the same at $1,000.   Also Pages Corner Cemetery needs to finish fence painting.  

5. Mapping is increased by $400.  This is to do pre-marking in the field in the front of the fence at Pages Corner Cemetery.  We have to lay the roads out, etc.   In addition, we are locating the Hearse House at the Pages Corner Cemetery.  We will be considering making the Hearse House larger in order to give us room to store things on the back wall, etc.  There will be an additional cost for labor and materials which will probably exceed the budget.  Should be around $400-$500.  

6. Brush Hog Services should be increased by $4,500 to reflect the tree removal needed at the East Dunbarton Cemetery.  They have an estimate of $4,210 with Bartlett Tree Company.  

7. Supplies remains the same. 

8. Loam is increased by $300.  

9. Cemetery Improvements increased by $1,500.

Cemetery Trustees stated they wanted to bring the Cemetery Records into the 21st century by getting them onto a computer program and purchasing a laptop computer, etc. along with a program for laying out and marking the cemetery plots.  They are in the process of looking at computer programs, etc.  

It was pointed out to the Cemetery Trustees that monies cannot be carried forward from this year’s budget.  The amount should be put in the 2007 budget under Cemetery Improvements.  

In addition, Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, pointed out that there is already a Computer Program which the Town already owns which could be adapted for the Cemetery graves, etc.  Janice will call the vendor to determine what the program entails, etc.  She pointed out that before we get the program, we still have to have the mapping completed.  In addition, the Town already pays fees for this program.  

The Cemetery Trustees agreed that they will continue to investigate possible software programs in the coming year.  

School Board:  Rene Ouelette with Jeff Trexler to discuss the Warrant Article for the new Generator: 

Rene Ouelette and Jeff Trexler, School Board, appeared before the Board of  Selectmen and presented a proposed 2007 Warrant Article for the purchase of a Standby Diesel Generator for the Community Center. (attached)  They stated that all the members of the School Board had agreed that this would be a worthy project and should be pursued)  They stated the following points: 

1. This would be the last year that the School would be eligible for a 30% grant for the purchase of a generator.  This should be an incentive to follow up on the purchase.  

2. Would not need a 2/3 vote because it was not a bond, etc. like last year.  

3. The total cost of the Standby Diesel Generator should be $68,000.  

4. The Generator would be capable of operating the entire School and Community Center in a time of need. 

5. Both the Town and the School would benefit from the purchase of the generator because it would be used in an emergency in which the Community Center would be used as a shelter for Dunbarton residents.  

6. The total amount will cover the complete installation of the generator.  

7. The School Board would suggest that the Town partner with the School by purchasing the diesel fuel on a regular basis.  

8. In addition, they would ask that the Town take over the monitoring of the generator after the service contract has expired. (at the end of two years)

9. Stated that at the Emergency Management Meeting, Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, was in favor of the purchase of the generator.  In addition, the Committee was also in favor of the purchase.  

10. In the event of a major power outage, the present Fire Department generator would have to be used for running the Fire Department and/or the Town Offices therefore could not depend on the present generator at the Fire Department.    

11. Would ask that the Selectmen speak in favor of the purchase of the generator at level of the Town’s benefit, etc.  The School Board will speak to the purchase of the generator at the School’s level.  In addition, Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, could speak to the purchase of the generator at the Emergency Management’s level.  Jeff Nelson, Police Chief, might be able to speak to the use of the generator from his Department’s needs.  

12. Rene Ouelette stated he would be happy to organize this.   He stated he felt it was a doable project for this year’s Town/School Meeting.  

Mert Mann, Chairman, stated he felt it was a good idea and would be in favor or pursuing it. 

Rene Forcier stated that if we could fully power the building with the generator, he would be in favor of it. 

Les Hammond stated he was supportive of it but didn’t feel there is enough time to do it this year. 

13. Stated that Brian Little is currently working on an agreement with the Town regarding snow plowing at the School, etc. 

MOTION:

Les Hammond made a motion to adjourn the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen’s Meeting at 9:10   p.m.  Rene Forcier  seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 









Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Chairman, Board of Selectmen

_______________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

