DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

Selectman Rene Forcier was unable to make the meeting due to the snow storm.

Mike Guiney, Kelsea Road:   Mr. Guiney stated that last year on December 2, 2006, a Saturday, he had the Road Agent, Jeff Crosby, come to his house to discuss a problem that Mr. Guiney was having with a culvert.  At that time the Road Agent told Mr. Guiney that the culvert was not the town’s responsibility.  While the Road Agent was there, Mr. Guiney asked about the condition of Kelsea Road.  The gravel roads in town had been worked on but not Kelsea.  Mr. Guiney pointed out that the road was very rough, with sand washing out in places and was dangerous especially for a motorcycle with the soft sand.   Mr. Crosby said it was because of all the work that had to be done as a result of the flooding in May and things were behind, however, he would see if  they could do something in a week or so, at least before snow fall.  On January 18, 2007 Mr. Guiney said a friend stop to visit and when she left she damaged her car on the road. It has snowed before that and the plow had kicked up some rocks and when she drove down Kelsea Road she ripped the oil pan on her car and could not drive it any further.  Mr. Guiney paid to have her car towed.  Bills were submitted to the town.  Recently when Mr. Guiney spoke to Ms. Hill she said that she had received a letter from the town’s insurance company (he believed) saying that they would not pay the towing because no one had complained about the condition of the road and therefore the town was not liable.  Mr. Guiney felt that his conversation with Jeff Crosby was a complaint and the claim should have been paid based on that.

Les Hammond stated that he was not aware of a letter.  The town had referred the claim to their insurance company but the town did not hear anything like that from them.  Mr. Hammond stated that the board will have to look into this because it did not make sense that they would deny based on this reason.  The Selectmen will follow up on this and let Mr. Guiney know what they find out.

Pat Welin, Grapevine Road:  Mrs. Welin told the Selectmen that she and her husband had filed a complaint with the Dunbarton Police Department against the Road Agent, Jeff Crosby.  It was noted that a copy of the complaint had been received in the Selectmen’s office, hand delivered by Frank Welin on December 11, 2007.  The complaint was for destruction of personal property while plowing for the town.  Mrs. Welin stated that Selectman Mert Mann had gone down to look at her yard and she produced pictures for the Board to show the damage.  The property in front of their house was torn up, plow went into the trees that were on her property and she noted that nowhere else on Grapevine Road was this done but on her property.  The Selectmen noted that this is the town right of way and she agreed but said that metal stakes had been placed on the line and the plow had bent one of the stakes.  Mert Mann concurred that one of the stakes had been bent, but said that the plow had not gone beyond the stakes.

Mrs. Welin went on to say that when the road was reconstructed this section of the right of way became part of their landscaped area in front of their home.  Les Hammond again stated that this was in the town right of way and she agreed but said that she felt that Mr. Crosby had done this on purpose, going further over on the sides of the road when he didn’t need to.  He only did this in front of their home and nowhere else.  She felt that Mr. Crosby had a grudge against her and her husband and admitted that it was reciprocated.   Mrs. Welin went on to say that they had no problem in previous years when other drivers plowed Grapevine Road.  

The Board asked what she was asking for.  She stated that she would like to see it cleaned up in the spring.  She felt that the mound or small hill that was created when Road Agent Si Audet reconstructed the road, was all torn up.  The front lawn will also need repair.  Mert Mann stated that while the area is now covered with snow it would be hard to tell exactly what it looked like and would have to wait until spring to see the damage.  Les Hammond stressed that this is town property.  He stated that the Road Agent is a separately elected official.  Pat Welin said she knew that but just wanted the board to be aware of it and asked if the board will please ask Mr. Crosby to stay away from their property.  She felt there was no need for the mess and now there is dirt in her driveway as a result.

On another matter, Mrs. Welin inquired about people plowing snow across the road.  She said that in the past the town had sent out letters saying that this was not permitted.  She noted that this seems to be happening again in town and wondered if the town was going to follow up on this.  The Selectmen told her that it was a town ordinance that snow is not to be plowed in or across the road and when the road crew see anyone doing this, they do notify the town office and the police department will deliver letters to the property owners.  

Other Business:

Dedication of Town Bounds:   Town Administrator, Janice VandeBogart, informed the Selectmen that there will be a dedication of the town bounds between Weare and Dunbarton scheduled for January 18, 2008 at 7pm at the Dunbarton Elementary School.  The dedication will be hosted by the two towns and the Army Corp of Engineers.  Guest will include U. S. Senator John E. Sununu, U. S. Congressman Paul W. Hodes,  State Rep. Mary Beth Walsh, the Boards of Selectmen from Weare and Dunbarton, the Town Administrators from Weare and Dunbarton, Representatives of the Army Corp of Engineers, Margo McCloud from Weare and Fred Mullen from Dunbarton.  It was noted that Margo McCloud and Fred Mullen played an important role in putting this all together by working with the Army Corp. to place the bounds between the two towns.  

Samuels Court:  It was pointed out to the board of Selectmen that when the Board accepted Samuels Court as a town road the minutes listed the name of the road as “Samuel’s Court”.  The Town Administrator pointed out that apostrophes are not acceptable when adopting the name of a road due to rules of the 911 Emergency system.   The Selectmen reinforced the position that when they stated the name of the road it was deemed to be “Samuels Court”.  This was their intent so the spelling of the road’s name would not include the apostrophe.  

Town Vehicle:  Selectman Les Hammond stated that the town would be purchasing a replacement pickup for the transfer station from Route 77 Motors.  The 1994 Chevy pickup was totaled due to an accident in September and the town received $7600 for the old truck.  It was noted that the town paid $6000 for the truck when it was purchased.  The replacement truck is a 2000 Chevy 2500 pickup and it will be picked up tomorrow, December 22, 2007 from the dealers.  The insurance company has been notified and coverage will be effective that date.  The price of the purchase is as follows:  





Vehicle:  

$8300





Title fee, extended





Warrantee and heavy





Duty springs

$ 765  




Total 


$9065

Police Accommodations:  Mert Mann stated that he attended a ceremony Monday night at the Dunbarton Police station where four police officers were honored for their response to the recent barn fire on Montalona Road this past summer.  The four officers honored were:  Shane Durant, Joe Milioto, Len LaMarca, and Gary Guevin.  Mr. Mann noted that Officer Gary Guevin was presented the medal of valor for taking a personal risk by entering the burning building to rescue the property owner and his horses.  

Mailboxes:  Mert Mann stated that he has obtained a copy of the written ordinance from Goffstown regarding the policy on replacing mailboxes damaged by the town while plowing snow.  He had also spoke with the manger in Hampton Falls.  Hampton Falls had no written police but had an unwritten understanding.  Stewartstown also had no written policy but urged their citizens to have sturdy posts.  Mr. Mann stated that Goffstown’s policy said that they did replace mailboxes but he was not advocating this particular policy for Dunbarton.  He did say that he would like to consider each complaint individually.   However, Mr. Mann said that the board would not decide now about this matter. 

Milfoil:  It was noted that Dunbarton did not receive a grant to treat the Milfoil at Gorham Pond from the state.  This would have to be discussed with the people from Gorham Pond Association.  It was suggested to meet with them after the holidays.  

Town Hall upstairs:  Les Hammond stated that he would like to get some dialogue going at town meeting in regard to the renovations of the upstairs of the Town Hall.  Electricity and heating had been looked into but the only stumbling block now is the elevator.  Some discussion would be good at this year’s town meeting.

Motion was made by Mert Mann to adjourn at 7:50 pm.  Seconded by Les Hammond, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned.






​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________  

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

Recorded by:  Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator
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