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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator


Jeff Crosby, Road Agent

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday, November 1,  2007during the meeting.  

7:00 p.m. – LOIS SCHEFFLER, TOWN FARM LANE:  QUESTIONS REGARDING TOWN FARM LANE AND COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE PERTAINING TO DUNBARTON 88 PROJECT: 

Lois Scheffler, Town Farm Lane, appeared before the Board of Selectmen to explain the situation with Town Farm Lane and maintenance issues with the Country Club.  She stated she previously was a tenant at the former Curtis Whittaker property but had purchased it 1 ½ years ago from Curtis Whittaker.  The road is a discontinued town road.  The Town has been involved with this road in the past.  She stated she has spent a lot of money on attorney fees to understand more about what was going on with this road.  She stated she would like advice from the Town Selectmen.  

She stated in researching, she found many things out, some that even her own neighbors didn’t even know.  The driveway easement was done when Mr. Donahue subdivided the property.  There was a Warranty Deed that stated the owners of the Countryside Golf Course have the responsibility to maintain the road.  This was deeded to Countryside and their heirs and assigns.  Whoever is the owner of the golf course is responsible for snow removal and maintenance of the road.  

In addition, there was a court case regarding Town Farm Road between Mazelewski’s and the Burnham’s.  

She stated that according to New Hampshire Law, the dominant deed (Countryside Golf Course) has a duty to maintain the road.  It isn’t being maintained by Bob Pike.  

She stated that as far as she understands, when Chuck Irwin was there, he maintained the road.  Curtis Whittaker had these documents.  When Don Lane started the process to build the development, he worked with the abutters to make sure things were happy and pleasant with all of them.  

Mr. Whittaker came to the Town and asked the Town to put conditions on the approvals that would hold them (Dunbarton 88) to the law.  The Zoning Board of Adjustment granted a Special Exception with conditions regarding the use of Town Farm Road as a construction road, etc.  

until such time as the main entrance road would be built with an ending date of fall of 2004.  They were granted a two year extension by the Zoning Board of Adjustment until 2006.  In 2006, they applied for another extension to use Town Farm Road as an access/construction road and were denied by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  At that point, Don Lane had sold the project to Bob Pike.  

She stated that at that point, she was an abutter to the property but Maria Dolder stated they had tried to get in touch with Curtis Whittaker with no results, etc.  She was not notified of the application.  She stated that Maria Dolder knew she was the new owner of the Curtis Whittaker property at that time.  

The Board noted this was a moot point because the extension was denied by the Zoning Board of Adjustment anyway.  

Lois Scheffler showed the Board a letter she had received from Maria Dolder concerning an agreement for the  maintenance of the road.  The agreement Lois Scheffler was requested to sign took away the responsibility of maintaining Town Farm Road from Bob Pike, etc.  Lois Scheffler refused to sign the agreement at that time.  

She stated that during the time Chuck Irwin and Tony, Grounds Keeper, were there, things were maintained even though Bob Pike was the owner of the property.  Since they have left, Bob Pike has done nothing.  

Ms. Scheffler stated she had measured the pot hole that is in the road across from her house, and it is 6’ 6” across.  Because of this, vehicles go around it unto her lawn.  She has been trying to plant a lawn for sometime with no results because of this.  In addition, the school bus goes down there twice a day.  There are also large construction trucks, etc. using the road.  Nothing has been done for maintenance by Bob Pike.  

The Selectmen advised Ms. Scheffler that Town Farm Lane was not a Town Road therefore they had no jurisdiction over it.  They advised her it was a Civil matter between her and Bob Pike.  

MIKE GUINEY REGARDING SNOW STACKED AT THE END OF KELSEY ROAD:


Mike Guiney appeared before the Selectmen to discuss snowplowing issues.  

He presented a map showing the location of his house and barn on Kelsey Road.  He stated he would like the Town to not plow the snow in front of his barn.  He requested that they push the snow straight ahead.  He said his septic system is in the area where they have been putting the snow and he would like to avoid any problem with his septic system, etc.  

It was noted that Kelsey Road is a Class V Town Road up until his house and then it becomes a private road.  He stated his barn is 18’ x 30’.  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, looked at the plan and stated the Town Snow Plow could probably just continue beyond the barn straight and pile the snow to the side, etc.  

It was noted that David Nault would be responsible for plowing of the driveway beyond that point because the road is a private driveway, etc.  

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the follow items for discussion and action by the Board of Selectmen: 

1. Copper Ballisters for Town Hall

Received estimate from Merrimack Sheet Metal


            

   Hall Street




 Concord, NH 

Estimate -  $3,685.00 

2. CTAP Grant – Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission

a. Update Town Subdivision Regulations

b. Analysis of Land Use Department and Boards, etc.  

3. Scenic By-Ways

a. Need to Schedule a Public Hearing.  

b. Sharon Wasson and Matt (?) will be here for a meeting on Tuesday, November 13, 2007 regarding Scenic By-Ways

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, will schedule the Public Hearing as required. 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, re Purgatory Pond Road Petition:  

At this point in the meeting, Jeff Crosby, Road Agent, asked about the status of the Purgatory Pond Road Petition.  Les Hammond stated that after research, it was discovered that Purgatory Pond Road was a Class VI road.  This was done by Governor and Council at a meeting in 1963.  A group of people who weren’t even residents petitioned the State for access because they wanted to fish in Purgatory Pond.  This process is no longer legal.  Fish and Game Department has all the information.  The Attorney General tells you what you can do with the road.  This step has to be taken by DOT.  The Town of Dunbarton has sent a letter to DOT requesting DOT request the Attorney General’s opinion as to what we can do with the road.  

It was noted that Purgatory Pond Road is 2,504 feet long.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  8:15 p.m.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

