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DUNBARTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES OF MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1,  2007

TOWN OFFICES – 7:00 P.M. 

The Dunbarton Board of Selectmen held their regularly scheduled weekly meeting at the above time, date and place with Les Hammond, Chairman,  presiding.    It was noted that the meeting was called to order at 7:00  p.m.     The following were present:


Les Hammond, Chairman




Mert Mann


Rene Forcier


Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator

The Selectmen reviewed correspondence and signed checks prior to the Public Meeting was called to order.

The Selectmen reviewed and signed minutes of the previous meeting of Thursday, October 25, 2007during the meeting.

CHRIS CONNELLY, POLICE CHIEF – TO REVIEW 2007 BUDGET: 

Chris Connelly, Police Chief, and Jackie Pelletier, Patrol Woman,  appeared before the Board of Selectmen to discuss the 2007 budget and balances remaining, etc.  

The Selectmen noted that there is 17% of the year remaining and 21.97% funds remaining.  The Selectmen were interested in knowing what line items there might be a surplus for budget planning reasons, etc.  

Chris Connelly noted the following points in regard to the Police Budget: 

1. Chris Connelly stated at this point, the only line item which is up in the air is Computer Hardware-Police.  They have had one computer die, and they have put two PC’s together.   If it is necessary to replace two computers,  the budget line for Computer Hardware will run over the appropriation.  

2. Stated they were very close on Gas and Vehicle Maintenance.  Will be having to put snow tires on one of the cruisers, but we will still stay within our overall appropriation.  

3. Police Dispatch bill will be received during the month of November.  This will bring this appropriation down to zero. 

4. Because of the new officer starting later in the year, there is a possibility of returning an estimated $30,000.  

Mert Mann noted that this might mean possibly between  $15,000 - $20,000 could be a balance remaining at the end of the year.  

5. Full-time is the largest remaining balance but it is right on line with 17.66% remaining for 17% of the year remaining. 

6. There should be no big ticket items for this year. 

7. Will be asking for a new cruiser this year.  Presently on a five year rotation instead of a four year rotation.  

8. Architectural study for Police and Fire Building was done and paid for last year.  CIP will include building needs for the Police and Fire Department Building.  The plans are still preliminary and under development.   They are not the final plans.  

9. Don’t expect next year’s budget to reflect any major increases.  Any large building amounts would be included in the CIP.  

10. Officer Neil Nicholson has resigned from the Police Department.  Has accepted a job with McLane Law Firm in Manchester.  At some point, if we find the right person, we would fill the spot.  John will be coming back soon.  He is presently at the Police Academy now.  

11. Gave the Selectmen and the Town Administrator a copy of the 2008 Budget Draft for review.  

12. Les Hammond asked Chris Connelly if he would continue to be the liaison for the CIP.  He stated he would.  He would like to bring Jackie Pelletier in also. 

Les Hammond stated that CIP figures are due back by November 14, 2007. 

13. New Increases will be as follows: 

a. Cruiser

b. Administrative increase for increase in number of hours for Police Department Secretary

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, brought up the following items for discussion and action by the Selectmen: 

1. Police Officer Neil B. Nicholson has resigned from the Dunbarton Police Department and has submitted his resignation to the Selectmen.

MOTION: 

Rene Forcier made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen accept Neil B. Nicholson’s resignation from the Dunbarton Police Department with regret.  Mert Mann seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Received a letter from the Library.  They would like the following: 

a. Want to clean out the basement and pressure wash it at a cost of $450.  They would be willing to either split the cost or possibly pay for the whole thing. 

Selectmen advised them to go ahead with the cleaning of the cellar.  The Selectmen would expect the Library to pay the cost.  

b. Will be presenting a Warrant Article for Town Meeting to allow them to accept gifts, etc.  

3. Received a notice from the Town Clerk that effective October 7, 2007, all information pertaining to dog licenses should not be sold, transferred directly or indirectly to another person.  All dog license records are confidential.  

4. Tax bills are out now. 

5. Sharon Wasson, Central New Hampshire Regional Planning Commission, called regarding a DOT Meeting on Byways.  

6. Les Hammond asked if there would be any items from the Selectmen to be put into the CIP.  Has to be over $15,000.  

The Selectmen did not come up with any items for CIP at this time. 

7.    Les Hammond stated he had been in contact with an elevator person regarding accessing the second floor of the Town Hall.  

7. Milfoil Bids

The following bids were opened for Milfoil Treatment of Gorham Pond: 

a. Lycott Environment

Southbridge, Massachusetts

Treatment of 55 acres of milfoil at Gorham Pond - $23,700 (using the herbicide  Navigate)

(Using Reward as a backup at a lesser cost.)

b. Aquatic Control Technology Inc.

Sutton, Massachusetts

Treatment of 55 acres of milfoil at Gorham Pond - $23,525 (using the herbicide Navigate) 

(Using Reward as a backup at a lesser cost of $15,150

The State will have to accept the successful bidder.  The State has also received a copy of these bids.  

The acceptance of the funds for treating Milfoil at Gorham Pond will have to be on a Warrant Article at Town Meeting. 

JON WIGGIN, FIRE CHIEF – TO REVIEW 2007 BUDGET

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, appeared before the Board to discuss the Fire Department 2007 budget status.  

The Selectmen noted that the Fire Department Budget was in line with the 17% of the year remaining by having 19% of the budget remaining.  

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, noted the following with regard to the Fire Department budget: 

1. All of Administration – Part-Time will be used up.  

2. Forest Fire Fighting - Have ordered new hose but has not yet come in.  

3. Have fixed the dry hydrant at Armand’s Way.  The culvert was partially blocked with leaves and debris.

4. The Training budget will go down somewhat from what it is now.  

5. Ambulance Expenses still  has a balance remaining but it depends what comes up, etc.  

Les Hammond asked what the cost now was for an Ambulance Call. 

 Chief Wiggin stated it depends what is done.  It is done through the insurance company and billing company.  We are one of the few towns that did not up their rates.  Medicare pays a certain amount.  We have it set up with them.  We send out three letters for payment.  After the third letter, then we make a decision as to what to do.  Some people are adamant about setting up a payment schedule to pay it off.  Mostly we don’t try to collect from Town’s people.  Have had a couple of people set up a plan of payment where they pay $20/$30 a month.  Accidents should be pursued.  We send three or four letters.  If they don’t pay right off, you don’t usually ever get it.  In addition, you don’t get charged unless you get transported.  

Jon Wiggin stated with Intercept Calls, you would have to pay.  Concord charges $500 if they send a medic out.  The loophole is if they transport, we don’t pay for the Intercept.  If the patient goes in the back of their truck, we don’t pay for an Intercept.  

Mert Mann noted there would possibly be $10,000 remaining in the Fire Department budget to go towards surplus, etc.  

6. Jon Wiggin stated there had been a lot of maintenance items this year.  Might have to pick up tires for one of the trucks.  There is normal wear but they are “cupped” on the inside.  

7. Will also pick up office supplies before the end of the year. 

Les Hammond asked Fire Chief Wiggin if he would still be the CIP representative this year. 

Jon Wiggin, Fire Chief, agreed.  

8. Noted there is one more payment of $54,000 for the lease on the Fire Truck.  

9. Will be requesting a replacement ambulance in 2009.  At that time, the ambulance will be 15 years old.  (This should be included on the CIP)  

Jon Wiggin noted the ambulance has already run 180 times this year with two months remaining.  Did over 200 runs last year.  

10. Picked up four new people this summer.  There are two younger individuals.  Dave Maderis has taken an EMT Course and is going to Technical School for Fire.  

11. Stated Fire Training is a commitment.  It involves a lot of time.  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Janice VandeBogart, Town Administrator, reported that she needed at least 12 copies of the book “Where Settlers Feet Have Trod” for the Town Office to sell.  

There being no further business, the following motion was made:  

MOTION: 

Mert Mann made a motion that the Dunbarton Board of Selectmen adjourn at  7:58 p.m.  Rene Forcier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 








Alison R. Vallieres 

Recording Secretary

___________________________________

Leslie G. Hammond, Chairman

_______________________________________

Mert Mann, Selectman

_______________________________________

Rene Forcier, Selectman

